H“s south on US Hwy 101 from Astoria 
across the Youngs Bay Bridge and you 
enter Warrenton’s city limits about a third 
of the way across. Constructed in the early 
1960s, the new bridge cut the distance from 
Astoria to Warrenton from seven miles to 
just the span of the bridge. Astoria has a 
population of almost 10,000 and, in addition 
to many fine restaurants and a large number 
of historic buildings and homes, it also has 
several museums and other sites attractive to 
out-of-town visitors. 
Warrenton has much 
to offer the RV _ traveler. 
With a population of 5,000 
Warrenton is focused on 
outdoor recreation from 
hiking and biking, camping 
and picnicking, kayaking and canoeing, and 
fishing — with easy access to both the Columbia 
River and the Pacific Ocean for both fishing 
and crabbing. 

Within our city boundaries are Fort 
Stevens, Oregon’s largest state park with a 
huge RV camping area. The sandy beaches 


In the 1950s, Jayne Walters was 
secretary to Warrenton’s City Manager. 
She captured images of life on Smith 
Lake and Clatsop Beach with her 
photographs, now shared by A. Diane 
Collier of Warrenton. 

The Pacific Ocean photo was taken in 
1955 and is an aerial shot of the wreck 
of the Peter Iredale on Clatsop Beach 
in Warrenton. On October 25, 1906, 
this sailing ship was en route to the 
Columbia River to pick up a shipment 
of wheat, and, in the fog, went aground 
on an offshore sandbar. There was no 
loss of live in this wreck, and it instantly 


Warrenton Visitor Center 
143 S Hwy 101 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
503-861-1031 


of Coffenbury Lake, the ocean shoreline and 
the Columbia River all provide opportunities 
for picnicking, swimming, razor-clamming, 
fishing and boating. The town contains almost 
nine miles of hiking trails amid lush natural 
areas. 

Just outside our city is Lewis and Clark 
National Historical Park with historic sites 
such as Fort Clatsop and Netul Landing. 
Warrenton has an impressive The Warrenton- 
Hammond _ Historical Society 
operates the Warrenton Visitor 
Center 
Museum 
Youngs 
Plaza. You can 
also visit the 
Fort Stevens 
Military Museum and Gift Shop 
in Hammond. | 

Warrenton’s main downtown 
area is located just a mile west of 
Youngs Bay Plaza, and a mile to 
the east is the Port of Astoria’s 


became a local attraction. And, now, well over one-hundred years later and with less and 
less of her remaining, the Peter Iredale is still attracting visitors from all over the world. 


Warrenton Airport. The US Coast Guard Air 
Station and the Columbia River Bar and River 
Pilots are also located in Warrenton, within 
easy reach of the ocean and the Columbia 
River when they are needed. 

We love opportunities to share our 
community, so come see us at the Warrenton 
Visitor Center at Youngs Bay Plaza. We also 
have great eats and shopping opportunities — 
so give our part of the Oregon coast a whirl! 


Warrenton has plenty 


Bay a 


to offer 


North Coast visitors 


—_ 
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"Daily Astorian—JOHN FOLK 

A large rock tossed into a Warrenton tide box over the weekend jammed 

Tide or jams / its sey and led to minor flooding i in the area of Fourth and Main streets 
before it was repaired. This isn’t the first time the tide gate has jammed, 

but it may be the last time as the city intends to replace the tide box with a pump station in the spring. 


ar show dr 


Over 5,400 people visited the 
Fort Stevens Historical Area last 
Saturday to admire over 200 
classic cars at the Sixth Annual 
North Coast Cruisers 50's Cru- 
ise-In. 

Organizers of the event said it 
was the largest turnout ever of 
both spectators and participants. 

Dave and Betty Wilson of 
Longview, Wash., won the Best 
of the Show award for their 
immaculate 1955 Chevrolet. The 
Wilsons also took home the 
award for People’s Choice award 
for cars 1948 

Dave and Betty Wilson of 
Longview,Wash., won the Best 
of the Show award for their 
immaculate 1955 Chevrolet. The 
Wilsons also took home _ the 
award for People's Choice for 
cars 1949-1959. Winning the 
People’s Choice award for cars 
1948 and older were Vic and 
Donna Crane of Longview for 
their classic 1930 Model A Ford. 
Roger Pedersen of Longview 
won the People’s Choice award 
for cars 1960-1989 for his 1974 
Torino. 

The oldest vehicle at the event 
was a 1923 Model T Ford owned 
by Julian Jensen of Longview. 

Dave Miller of Monroe, Wash., 
traveled the farthest distance in 
a 1956 Chevrolet truck. 

Doc Haglund of Clatskanie. 


Classy Chassis 


A 1927 Cadillac, owned by Bob Chisholm of Cruise-In at Fort Stevens Historical Area on April 


Gearhart, was one of the over 200 classic cars at 26. 


the Sixth Annual North Coast 


won the Best Pick-up or Van 
award for his 1958 Chevrolet 
Apache. 


In the ‘‘BRICK-IT"’ contest, a 
Chevy engine outlasted a Ford 


50's 

engine, earning Joe Hillard of 

Astoria $150 for correctly gues- 

sing the winner and the right 

time of 21 minutes, 28 seconds. 
In the popular Poker Run, 


Cruisers 


Warrenton residents Sonny and Dia 

ne 
Chevrolet Sedan Delivery which took a 
Car Show in Cornelius last week. 


aws record crowd 


5-5-5 


te 


best hands were, in first place, 
Bob Steiner, Astoria; second 
place, Dan Donavic, Hillsboro; 
and third place, Larry Deter- 
man, Warrenton. 


Collier stand by their 1955 


first place at the Cruisin’ 50 
S-2.5-)4agumen || 


Daily Astorian—KENT KERR 
Sonny Collier, a ’50s Cruise-In co-founder, stands by his immaculate, silver-and-charcoal 1935 Ford pickup. 


Mab 1 ert 


Keeping the past on the road 


Cos See 


Classy Chassis 


Warrenton residents Sonny and Diane Collier stand by their 1955 
Chevrolet Sedan Delivery which took a first place at the Cruisin’ 50s 
Car Show in Cornelius last week. RH. 5-/9 9 


Cruise-In has become an institution 


By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Some say 
the only difference between 
boys and men are the price of 
their toys. Sonny Collier makes 
no bones about it: He’s still 
tinkering with the toys of his 
boyhood. 

“Cars have always fascinated 
me, since I was 12 or 13 and 
started working with my uncle, 
who is a mechanic. I just grew 
to love them,” the 48-year-old 
_ Warrenton man said. “I just. 
never grew up, in other words.” 

Those summers at his uncle’s 
garage in Birmingham, Ala., 
fueled a love of cars that is 
responsible for the 1935 Ford 
pickup Collier drives for fun, 
the 1955 Chevrolet delivery van 
he restored for his wife for her 
25th Warrenton High School 
reunion, and the 1936 Plymouth 
coupe disassembled in the 
garage of his Southeast Anchor 
Street home. Collier doesn’t 
even try to recount all the cars 
in his life between now and his 
youth. “‘Over the years? Lots of 
them.” 


COLLIER AND OTHER auto — 


aficionados emptied their 
garages Saturday for the fifth 
annual ’50s Cruise-In here, 
sponsored by the North Coast 
Cruisers, a Warrenton-based 
car club. A total of 143 antique, 
hot rod and special-interest 
vehicles representing four 
decades of motoring history 
were displayed downtown, 
despite occasional sprinkles 
that soaked the vehicles, 
participants and spectators. 


“Oh well, we’ve got lots of 
towels,” sighed Darren Miller, 
_ Newberg, as raindrops 
splotched the shine of the 1967 


Mustang GT/CS he’d just 
finished wiping off. The car 
belongs to his wife, Linda. “‘She 
says if it’s not a Mustang, it’s 
not a car. Our house is full of 
posters and little models (of 
Mustangs) she’s collected,” he 
said. 

The Dairy Maid drive-in 
across the highway rolled back 
its prices 30 years, serving 


__ colas for a dime, hamburgers, 
. andfriesfortwobitsand 9° — 
.. milkshakes for 35 cents, Jim << 


Hill and Ed Chase, who serve aS 
the hosts for a weekly oldies 
music show on Astoria’s 
KMUN-FM community radio, 
added to the atmosphere by 
spinning ’50s records and 
delivering disc-jockey banter in 
a mobile studio. 


COLLIER AND A co-worker 
at the Cavenham Forest 
Industries Inc.’s Warrenton 
wood products mill, where 
Collier is maintenance 
supervisor, founded the show in 
1984. ‘‘We got a hold of different 
people we knew had cars and 
said, ‘Hey, would you come if 
we put a show on?”’ Collier 
recalled. The organizers 
expected 30-35 cars, but 112 
vehicles showed up, again 
despite rain that has soaked the 
show all but one year. 

In a way, his cars are a sort 
of therapy. After a tough day at 
work ‘‘I can go home and work 
on my cars. To me it’s 
relaxing.” 

His wife understands. 
Emblazoned on the side of her 


- neon yellow delivery van is 


“Emotional Rescue.” ‘‘You get 


in and put ’50s music on, and 


your troubles disappear,”’ 
explained Diane Collier, a 


Tipe ER PE 


The nice thing about historic vehicles, Collier says, is 
you only have to buy the license plates once. 


school bus driver. 

The cars are also an 
investment. Collier couldn’t say 
how much he’s spent on each 
vehicle because he’s constantly 
working on and improving 
them, but he said the sum 
would be a fraction of their 
value. He estimated the Ford 
and Chevrolet to be worth $6,000 
each. His Plymouth is probably 
worth $2,000 in pieces and 
should be up to $8,000 when he 
puts it back together. 


“ONCE YOU GET them 
built, then the fun, well, it’s not 
over but after you run them a 
few times you get tired of 
them.”’ 
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He prefers hot rods to 
antiques, Chevrolets over 
Fords, and cars from the ’30s _ 
“‘because they are more 
interesting than any other era.” 
He dislikes the computers and — 
environmental quality - 
equipment on today’s vehicles. — 

Trophies were awarded at the show for: | 
oldest car, Jack Dale, Warrenton, 1929 i 
Ford Model A; coming the longest 
distance to the show, Jack Lewis, Seattle, — 
1957 Ford; te’s choice, stock class, — 


David Dickson, Astoria, 1933 Chevrolet 
blue and biack; modified class, Dave and 


Betty Wiliams, Longview, 1955 Chevrolet; 


and best costume, Crystal Flaigg, 2', 
Seaside. 

Winners of a poker run from Warrenton 
to Seaside and back were: first place, 
Eric Ames, Hillsboro, 1956 Ford; second 
place, Cliff and Barbara Green, 
Clatskanie, 1965 Chevrolet; and Robert 
Sutton, Astoria, 1965 Chevrolet. 
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Oldie but goodie 


Admirers check out an immaculately in the auto body program at Longview’s 
restored 1955 Chevrolet 210 at the sixth Lower Columbia College did the paint and 
annual ’50s Cruise-In, sponsored by the body work on the Chevy. Ed Chase and 
North Coast Cruisers at Fort Stevens on Jim Hill, of Astoria’s radio station 


Saturday. Proud owner Dave Williams of KMUN-FM, spun favorite records from 


Longview, Wash., explained that students the ’50s and ’60s during the event. 
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Warrenton’s 
Community 
Newspaper 


Historical 
Society hosts 


Open House 


The Warrenton- 
Hammond Historical 
Society will host an 
Open House on 
Saturday, Feb. 16, 
starting at noon, and 
Sunday, Feb. 17, 
fromito4p.m. | 
The public is invited 
tocome andsee _~ 
what has been 
added to the histori- 
cal society collection 


| since Warrenton’s 


Centennial Celebra- 
tion in 1999. 


- Come look at old 
_ photos, visit with old 


friends, and find out 


_ how you can help 


preserve our 
community's history. 


| For more informa- 


tion, call Diane at 
861-2450 or Pat at 
861-1 208. 
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Gateway Masonic Lodge receives $1 million 
donation for their WHS scholarship fund 


FEBRUARY 8, 2002 


li Former Warrenton City Manager Dick Baldwin leaves bulk of estate to Masons 


By Gary Nevan 

Thanks to the generosity of the late E.R. 
“Dick” Baldwin, Warrenton High School 
graduates planning to attend college will 
have the opportunity to receive significant 
monetary scholarships through the Gate- 
way Masonic Lodge. 

Baldwin, a Mason for over 50 years, left 
the bulk of his estate to the Warrenton Gate- 
way Masonic Lodge #175 A.F. & A.M. 
Scholarships, Inc., for the purpose of pro- 
viding scholarships to graduating 
Warrenton High School seniors who are 
college bound. 

Ron Collman, chairman of the Mason 
Scholarship Committee, said Baldwin’s es- 
tate was “in excess of $1 million.” 

“We think it’s wonderful that the lodge 
can have a positive influence in the com- 
munity by providing scholarships to 
students thanks to Dick Baldwin,” Collman 
said. “Dick was always very interested in 
kids and education. He was a teacher and 
principal for many years before he became 
Warrenton city manager.” 

Baldwin was Warrenton’s city manager 
for 30 years, retiring in 1975. He was a past 
master of the Gateway Masonic Lodge. He 
died in 2001. 

According to Baldwin’s will, only the 
interest and dividends from his estate can 


Pictured above are (left to 


be used for scholarships. 

Collman said he estimates the lodge will 
give out four scholarships totaling $3,000 
a year to graduating Warrenton High se- 
niors this year. 

“The scholarships are good for $3,000 a 


right) Gateway Masonic Lodge Worshipful Master Roger Williams, 
Scholarship Committee Chairman Ron Collman, and Mark Hedeen , broker with Raymond James. 


year for four years as long as they stay in 
college,” he said. ““We anticipate the num- 
ber of scholarships and the amount given 
could grow in the future.” 

The Masons have given scholarships to 
local students since 1960. 


SENIOR CENTER NEWS| 
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THERE WASN’T ANY! 

But, here is a list of the orga- 
nizations and the good people 
that made it all happen. 


Organizations 
Sponsoring Volunteers: 


Warrenton United Methodist 
Church 


Pacific Rebekah Lodge 
Walker’s Wagon Wheel Band 
Volunteers on the scene: 


Don Hodney, Waletta 
Kempt, Jan Godwin, 
Rosemarie Thompson, Bar- 
bara McKewan, Medrith 
Grossman, Milt Lagerquist, 
Cleta Jacoby, Diane Collier, 
Joyce Boston, Gerry Henry, 
Aileen Jensen, Avis Buck, Ilene 
Jackson, Helen Meinicke, and 
Ruth Pratt. 


Russ Lewis, Tom Falls, Jim 
Walker and Dan Newton pro- 
vided the musical entertainment. 

The sixteen volunteers noted 
above and our two paid employ- 
ees were responsible for the 
preparing, serving and distribu- 
tion of a combination of over 200 
on-site and home delivered 
meals. 

And yet, week after week, 
there are people sitting out there 
in the dining room allowing per- 
sons many years their senior wait 
on them. An able 65-year-old 
man or woman will hold up an 
empty coffee thermos until an 81- 
year-old lady comes by to refill 
it. 


It is not being suggested that | 
we are all of the stuff that dedi- 


cated volunteers are made of, but 
on the other hand, just a little ef- 
fort once in awhile would honor 
our mother’s teachings. 


by Bob McKewan 


Daredevils of the Parking Lot!! 


Photo by Bob McKewan 


A grudge match in the making? “Daring” Dan Newton (left) 
and Jimmy “Get outta my way” Swanson are pictured here 
resting in the pits after a couple warm-up laps in prepara- 
tion for the 1st Annual Warrenton Senior’s Gran Prix. 


When reading a recent Co- 
lumbia Press, / thought about my 
previous articles I wrote about 
the town of “Lexington” where 
the Clatsop County government 
jirst started in 1848. 

Solomon Smith and his Indian 
princess bride, Celiast, were the 
first settlers in 1840, followed 
by several other families in the 
1840s. In 1845, the name was 
changed to Clatsop County, prob- 
ably because of the 14 Clatsop 
Indian villages located here with 
Chief Cobaway as the supreme 
ruler of the tribe. 

As many of the elderly people 
of Warrenton are no longer living 
in Warrenton, it would be nice if 
the younger generation knew a 
little about the history of Clatsop 
County. 

I wrote an article on July 29, 
1996 in The Columbia Press that 
named the villages and where 
they were located. One was at 
Tansy Point. What follows is an 
article I wrote Sept. 24, 1997 
about the village of Lexington. 


By Marcella Lindsey 

Since the first white settler, 
Solomon Smith, came to settle 
on Clatsop Plains in 1840, there 
were several more families now 
settled on the plains. By June 
22, 1844, the Provisional Gov- 
ernment had divided Oregon 
country into six districts, of 
which Clatsop was one of them. 
In 1845, the name was changed 
to Clatsop County. 

Prior to 1849, there was only 
one store in Astoria and it was 
owned by the British Hudson’s 
Bay Company which carried 
stock principally for the Indian 
trade. 

In 1850, the Methodists sent 
Rev. Chauncey Hosford to 
Astoria and to Clatsop. His par- 
ish included Clatsop Plains and 
Astoria but mostly centered at 
the village of Lexington, previ- 
ously named Yellowbank. The 
site of Lexington was located 
along the Skipanon River with 
the main portion being where 
Warrenton High School is now 
located and running along the 
Skipanon River possibly as far 
as S.E. 8th Street. 

Most of what is now Warrenton 
was under water at that time. 

Lexington was the first town 


to be platted in Clatsop County, 
surveyed in 1848 by W. Hall on 
six blocks laid out three blocks 
long and two blocks wide with a 
fraction of a block along the Ski- 
panon River at Upper Landing. 
The plat was not recorded until 
April 5, 1854. 

On June 3, 1845, a group of 
early settlers gathered at the 
home of Solomon Smith for the 
purpose of electing county of- 
ficers. On June 1, 1846, Clatsop 
County’s first election took place 
at Lexington. There were 19 men 
who voted in the election, most 
were Clatsop Plain settlers. 
Clerks officiating at the election 
were Solomon Smith, Thomas 
Owens, Bethenia Owens Adair’s 
father, William Hobson, Alvin 
Condit and Lewis Taylor. Others 
attending the meeting were John 
Hobson, B.C. Kindred, R.W. 
Morrison, William Perry, Calvin 
Tibbitt, Augustus Wert, J.L. Par- 
rish and George Summers. 

Travel between Astoria and 
Lexington was by water and Lex- 
ington was a thriving village on 
the navigable Skipanon River. 

The first merchant of record in 
Lexington was Solomon Smith 


who opened a mercantile store 


at Skipanon stocking $12,000 in 
goods. There was a blacksmith 
shop and in 1850 Augustus Wirt 
built Clatsop House Inn and 
Grocery which was operated by 
his wife, Susan. Augustus ran the 
stable, transporting passengers 
and freight to what is now Sea- 
side. There were mostly Indian 
villages in Seaside back then. 

In the spring of 1850, David 
and Hanna Pease arrived at 
Lexington and opened a board- 
ing house and livery stable. In 
Sept. 1851, the Skipanon Post 
Office opened with David as 
Postmaster. 

As Astoria grew, there came 
a gradual shifting of activities 
away from Lexington. On Sept. 
2, 1850, two petitions were pre- 
sented by citizens of Astoria to 
the county court asking for a pre- 
cinct at Astoria. The court granted 
the petition. There were not more 
than 20 families living in Astoria 
with no improved streets or roads. 
Vessels had to anchor out in the 
Columbia River and passengers 
and freight were brought ashore 
in small boats. In 1856, S.W. 


Parker built the first wharf that 
allowed ships to land on shore. 
There were two small stores, 
one saloon, one small sawmill 
and one hotel built by Conrad 
Boelling. Most of Astoria was a 
forest of tall hemlock and spruce 
trees (some measuring 12 to 17 
feet in diameter) surrounding the 


small town. 
On Oct. 1, 1849, U.S. District 


G-14-£OO7 


Court met for the first time at | 


Lexington. In 1850, the general 
election was held at the Pease 


Boarding House. On Sept. 2, | 


1850, the first Probate Court was 
held at Lexington with David 
Pease elected as sheriff. 

Nov. 26, 1850 the first Circuit 
Court was held at Lexington with 
Judge William Strong presiding. 
On Nov. 28, 1850, the election 
was held at Lexington to select a 


judge of the Probate Court. G.W. 


Coffenbury was elected. 
On April 8, 1851, the Probate 


Court met to select a committee | 


to map out a road from Lewis and 
Clark River to Lexington, cross- 


ing the Skipanon near where | 


Quincy Robinson later built | 
the Crab Pot & Lounge. A few 
months later, on Oct. 20, 1851, | 
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Lexington was the first town to be 


| 
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platted in Clatsop County in 1848 
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The site of Lexington was located 
along the Skipanon River with the 
main portion being where Warrenton 
High School is now located. 


the final meeting was held at Lex- 
ington with David Ingalls being 
authorized to prepare rooms in 
Astoria for the November term. 
On Dec. 4, 1879, a petition was 
presented to the Clatsop County 
Court asking for an order “To va- 
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cate the town of Lexington.” 


On Dec. 10, 1891, Daniel| 


Knight Warren laid out, mapped 
and platted the town of “Warren’s 
First Extension of Warrenton” 
and it was recorded on Dec. 11, 
1891. 


, N.J., on Oct. 21, 


Idie but a goodie from March 23, 2012: This week we 
have another history nugget belonging to lifelong Warren- 


The note was issued in fictional Bungtown ( 
1892, and features a portrait of Grover Cleveland and an illustra- 


ton resident Jim Culp Sr.: a Democratic Wild Cat Money $5 


bill (pictured). 
tion of a wildcat. A satirical bit of currency, aka funny money, the 


bill was issued during the presidential campaign of 1892, when 


Cleveland (Democrat) ran against Benjamin Harrison (Repub- 
lican). Cleveland won, becoming the only president to serve two 


nonconsecutive terms (www. legacyamericana.com). 


O 


AND THE ANSWERIS... 


n last week’s column there was a photo by Nellie Hux 
[: a pole with 21 tires on it, found on Benson Beach on 

the Long Beach Peninsula in Washington. Her photo is 
shown. She wondered what it was used for. 

“It might have something to do with mine sweepers,” 
Dave Moore wrote. “If 
you go out to the Ham- 
mond River lookout and 
look to the left, you will see 
an exact replica of the pic- 
ture in the paper. It’s kinda 
tucked back a little. That 
area is where they would 
resupply the mine sweepers. 

“Also, when the Russians had factory ships off the 
coast, the processors would tie up to the freezer ships, they 
would lower something that looked like this over the side 
so the two ships would not bang together while transfer- 
ring their cargo.” 

“Tt looks like some home-made roller gear,” Shawn Nel- 
son wrote. “From a drag net? Commercial trawler?” 

“Tt’s the bumper off a dock; it’s connected to the dock 
sideways along the dock for when boats pull in,” an uniden- 
tified caller said. “I know, because my dad built docks in 


Alaska for 50 years.” 
Q-I5- A149 


So there you have it. 
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The site of Lexington was located 
along the Skipanon River with the 
main portion being where Warrenton 
High School is now located. 


the final meeting was held at Lex- 
ington with David Ingalls being 
authorized to prepare rooms in 
Astoria for the November term. 
On Dec. 4, 1879, a petition was 
presented to the Clatsop County 
Court asking for an order “To va- 
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cate the town of Lexington.” 

On Dec. 10, 1891, Daniel 
Knight Warren laid out, mapped 
and platted the town of “Warren’s 
First Extension of Warrenton” 
and it was recorded on Dec. 11, 
1891. 
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Cleveland (Democrat) ran against Benjamin 
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lican). Cleveland won, bec 


AND THE ANSWERIS... 


n last week’s column there was a photo by Nellie Hux 
[= a pole with 21 tires on it, found on Benson Beach on 

the Long Beach Peninsula in Washington. Her photo is 
shown. She wondered what it was used for. 

“It might have something to do with mine sweepers,” 
Dave Moore wrote. “If 
you go out to the Ham- 
mond River lookout and 
look to the left, you will see 
an exact replica of the pic- 
ture in the paper. It’s kinda 
tucked back a little. That =~ ~™ 
area is where they would {0s 
resupply the mine sweepers. 

“Also, when the Russians had factory ships off the 
coast, the processors would tie up to the freezer ships, they 
would lower something that looked like this over the side 
so the two ships would not bang together while transfer- 
ring their cargo.” 

“It looks like some home-made roller gear,” Shawn Nel- 
son wrote. “From a drag net? Commercial trawler?” 

“It’s the bumper off a dock; it’s connected to the dock 
sideways along the dock for when boats pull in,” an uniden- 
tified caller said. “I know, because my dad built docks in 
Alaska for 50 years.” 
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So there you have it. 
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Warrenton, Oregon 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Warrenton is a city in Clatsop County, Oregon, 
United States. The city is named for D.K. (Daniel 
Knight) Warren, an early settler. The population 
was 4,096 at the 2000 census. 
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History 


The first settlement within the Warrenton city 
limits was Lexington, which was laid out in 1848, 
and served as the first county seat for Clatsop 
county. The name fell out of use, and this area 
became known as Skipanon, which is preserved in 
the name of Skipanon River which flows through 
the town. A Lexington post office operated 
intermittently between 1850 and 1857; a Skipanon 
post office operated without a break from 1871 to 
1903. 


Fort Stevens was built in the Warrenton area in 
1863. Its remains are preserved as part of Lewis 
and Clark National and State Historical Parks. 


Warrenton was platted in 1889, and incorporated 
as a city in 1899. Built on tidal flats, it relied on a 
system of dikes built by Chinese laborers to keep 
the Columbia River from flooding the town. 


Warrenton has a charter fishing boat port. 


Geography 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrenton, Oregon 
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46.169124, -123.926829 


Warrenton, Oregon 


Location in Oregon 


Coordinates: 


Country 
State 

County 
Incorporated 


Government 
- Mayor 
Area 

- Total 

- Land 

- Water 


Elevation 
Population (2000) 


- Total 
- Density 


Time zone 
- Summer (DST) 
ZIP code 


Area code(s) 


FIPS code 
GNIS feature ID 


United States 
Oregon 
Clatsop 

1899 


Gilbert Gramson 


46°10'9""N 123°55'37" W 


16.7 sq mi (43.3 km?) 
12.3 sq mi (31.9 km?) 
4.4 sq mi (11.3 km?) 


8 ft (2.4 m) 


4,096 


332.2/sq mi (128.3/km2) 


Pacific (UTC-8) 
Pacific (UTC-7) 


97146 
503 


41-789001!] 
1136879/2] 
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Warrenton is located at 46°10'9""N, 123°55'37""W (46.169124, -123.926829)31. It is 8 miles west of 
Astoria. 


According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 16.7 square miles (43.3 km’), 


of which, 12.3 square miles (31.9 km?) of it is land and 4.4 square miles (11.3 km?) of it (26.15%) is 
water. 


Neighborhoods 


Warrenton includes the former communities of Fort Stevens, Oregon and Hammond, Oregon. 
Demographics 


As of the census!!] of 2000, there were 4,096 people, 1,621 households, and 1,087 families residing in 
the city. The population density was 332.2 people per square mile (128.3/km?). There were 1,799 


housing units at an average density of 145.9/sq mi (56.3/km?). The racial makeup of the city was 92.53% 
White, 0.22% African American, 1.32% Native American, 1.76% Asian, 0.07% Pacific Islander, 1.27% 
from other races, and 2.83% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 2.91% of the 
population. 


There were 1,621 households out of which 33.7% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 
52.1% were married couples living together, 11.0% had a female householder with no husband present, 
and 32.9% were non-families. 26.5% of all households were made up of individuals and 10.2% had 
someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.49 and the 
average family size was 3.00. 


In the city the population was spread out with 26.6% under the age of 18, 8.2% from 18 to 24, 29.8% 
from 25 to 44, 22.4% from 45 to 64, and 13.1% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 
37 years. For every 100 females there were 103.0 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there 
were 100.3 males. 


The median income for a household in the city was $33,472, and the median income for a family was 
$42,946. Males had a median income of $31,654 versus $21,133 for females. The per capita income for 
the city was $16,874. About 11.9% of families and 14.2% of the population were below the poverty line, 
including 19.4% of those under age 18 and 11.7% of those age 65 or over. 


Education 


Warrenton High School has always been a small school with a total attendance not exceeding 400 and 
no smaller than 250 since the 1970s. 


Notable residents 


= Brian Bruney, Major League Baseball pitcher 
= Robert W. Lundeen, chemical engineer 
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Warrenton Community Profile 


PO Box 250, Warrenton, OR 97146 
Phone 503-861-2233 » Fax 503-861-2351 


City Location 


County(ies): Clatsop Incorporated in 1899 
Location: Northwest Oregon along the Pacific Ocean 
Nearest Major Highway and Distance: Hwy 101 | Local 
Nearest Major City and Distance: 

Astoria | 5 miles, Estimated Drive Time: 10 mintues 
Distance to Portland: 95 miles 


Source: Oregon Department of Transportation, State of Oregon Map; Oregon Blue Book 


Recreational Amenities 


Clatsop State Forest, Fort Clatsop National Memorial, Fort Stevens Historical Area, Fort Stevens 
State Park, Youngs Bay, Warrenton Trails System, Pacific Coast Beaches, Buoy 10 Fishery, 
Warrenton/Hammond Mooring Basins. 


Planning a vacation or a tour through an area of Oregon? Visit the Oregon Tourism Commission's 


Source: City Administration, local chamber of commerce, local convention and visitor bureau 


Climate 


Elevation: 5| Measurement Location: Astoria 


Temperature: 

Monthly Ave. Low: 36°F 
Hottest Month: august 
Driest Month: July 
Average annual precipitation: 66.420" 


Monthly Ave. High: 69°F 
Coldest Month: January 
Wettest Month: December 


Humidity (Hour 10, local time): 
Average July afternoon humidity: 75% 
Average January afternoon humidity: 84% 


Source: Oregon Climate Service 


Demographics 


http://info.econ.state.or.us:591/F MPro?-db=Community.fp4&-Format=forms.htm&-lay=w... 


Information in the Community Profiles was 
derived from many sources, including local, 
state and federal sources. The Oregon 
Economic and Community Development 
Department cannot accept responsibility for 
errors or omissions. Questions and comments 
may be directed to the department by 
telephone 503-986-0123, by fax 503-581-5115 
or by email oedd.info@state.or.us. 


Profile Topics 


Climate 
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Population 
1990 2000 2005 2006 
City of Warrenton 2,681 4,096 4,330 4,460 
Clatsop County 33,301 35,630 36,640 37,045 


Sources: 1990, 2000 US Census; 2205, 2006 Center for Population Research and Census, Portland State University. 0 indicates data is unavailable. 


Clatsop County 843 sq miles 44 persons/sq mile Sources: figures based on 2006 PSU population estimates; 


Oregon Bluebook county square mileage 


Community Age Groups 


1970 1980 1990 2000 
Under 5 years ¢) 249 190 304 
5-19 years 0 0 619 888 
20-44 years 0 488 998 1,452 
45-64 years 0 1,414 495 Sit 
65+ years 0 342 377 535 
Median Age 34 0 32 36.6 


Source: US Census, 0 or N/A indicates data is not available. Median value is the middle value, not an average 


Housing 

Median Value of 

Owner-Occupied 
Total Housing Units 1970 1980 1990 2000 Housing, 2000 
City of Warrenton 561 968 1,118 1,789 $115,100 
Clatsop County 11,453 15,086 17,367 19,685 $143,400 

Also visit Housing and 

City of Warrenton 2000 Housing Breakout: Community Services Web Site: 
Vacancy Rate: 9.84% | Median Owner Cost http://www. hes. state.or.us/ 
Owner Occupied: 192 (mortgaged): $891 
Renter Occupied: 73 Median Gross Rent: $561 


Source: US Census. Median value is the middle value, not an average 


Economic Development and Employment 
Principal Industries of the County(ies): 
Clatsop County—Fishing, lumber, agriculture, food and kindred products 


Source: Oregon Employment Department, Covered Employment and Payroll Reports, 1998 
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Agricultural Products of the Area (Top 3 largest gross farm sales): 
Clatsop County—Specialty products, miscellaneous animals, cattle and calves 


Source: Oregon State University, Extension Economic Information Office 


Total Number of Manufacturing Companies in the County: 
Clatsop County 97 


Source: Oregon Employment Department, Covered Employment and Payroll Reports, 1998 


Total Number of Manufacturing Companies in the City: 14 


Source: City Administration 


Economic Indicators 


Clatsop County Oregon 
2001 2002 2000 2001 2002 
Population 35,850 36,100 3,421,399 3,471,700 3,504,700 
Labor Force ily, aR Ls} 17,665 1,802,938 L993, 77.3 1,840,133 
Total Employment 1,715,453 1,679,914 1,701,390 
Unemployment 902 1,145 87,485 113,859 138,743 
Unemployment Rate 5.2% 6.5% 4.9% 6.3% 7.5% 
Non-Farm Payroll Employment 15,400 15,200 1,606,800 1,596,100 1,572,500 
Total Covered Employment 15,338 14,999 1,607,944 1,596,943 1,573,083 


Total Covered Payroll 


($ thousands county/ $388,550 $394,299 $52,701 $53,021 $52,989 
$ millions state) 


Ave. Annual Payroll Per Employee S20,505 $26,288 $32,776 $33,202 $33,684 
Number of Business Units 1,458 1,448 108,432 1177353 113,097 
Total Personal Income ($ millions) $871,147 $898,105 $94,999 $98,500 $101,358 
Annual Per Capita Personal Income $ $25,196 $27,649 $28,400 28,792 
Assessed Value of Property ($ millions) $0 $4,352 $198,911 $210,435 $219,878 


Residential Construction 


Building Permits 138 167 19,877 21,049 22,186 
Value ($ thousands) $22,132 $24,442 $2,533 $2,985 $3,347 
Travel Expenditures ($ millions) $0 $305,600 $6,133 $6,128 $6,208 
Travel-Related Employment A) 4,910 89,800 91,100 90,200 


L_] Preliminary Data 


Sources: Oregon Employment Department; Center for Population Research & Census, PSU; U.S. Census Bureau; Bureau of Economic Analysis; Oregon Tourism Commission; Oregon 


Department of Revenue; Oregon Economic and Community Development Department. 


5 Largest Employers, Public and Private as of August, 2004 


Employer—Product/Service Number of 
Employees 

Fred Meyer—Retail 220 

Weyerhaeuser Co.—Lumber mill 155 
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Pacific Coast Seafoods Co.—Fish Processing 125 
Warrenton School District—Education 100 
Costco—Retail 120 


Source: City Administration 
Oregon Employment Labor Market Information 


This link takes you to the Oregon Employment Department, Labor Market Analysis database. County information can be obtained here. 


http://olmis.emp.state.or.us/—Click on Regional Information. 


Local and Regional Economic Development Organizations 


City of Warrenton—http:/www. ci. warrenton.or. us/ Bi Boney 
Astoria-Warrenton Chamber of Commerce—http://www.oldoregon.com/ 503-325-6311 
Clatsop Economic Development Council—http://www.JNevan@co.clatsop.or.us/ 503-325-7870 
Port of Astoria—http://www. portofastoria.com/ 503-325-4521 
Columbia-Pacific Economic Development District 503-397-3099 
Economic & Community Development Department Regional Development Officer—http://econ.oregon.gov/ 503-229-5117 


Source: City Administration, local chamber of commerce, Oregon Economic and Community Development Department 
Education/Workforce 


Public and Private Schools K-12 
Public School District: 
Warrenton-Hammond School District 30 
820 SW Cedar St 

Warrenton, OR 97146-9799 

Phone: 503-861-2281 

Fax: 503-861-2911 


Staff and Enrollments: 
District Certified Staff: reported October 2000—65 
Total District Enrollment: reported October 2001—823 


Other Schools in the School District (Private, Parochial) 


To see if there are private and/or parochial schools in this district please visit http://www ode. state. or.us/pubs/directory/ 


Source: Oregon Department of Education 


Oregon Community Colleges and Public Universities 
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Workforce 


Oregon Economic and Community Development Department Workforce Advocate 503-986-0207, or visit http://v 


Financial information 


Financial Institutions 


Commercial Banks: 1 Savings and Loans: 0 Credit Unions: 1 


Source: City Administration 


Taxes 


Sales Tax Oregon has no general sales tax. 


Property Tax 
Property—Who pays? Owners of real and business personal property, according to the assessed value of taxable residential, commercial, farm, industrial, 


utility and timber property. 


County assessors use permanent rates set for all taxing districts in fiscal year 1997-98, when taxes were significantly reduced with a statewide average 
17 percent cut in tax levies. Certain types of levies are outside this reduction. The tax rates cannot exceed $15 per $1,000 of real market value. For 1997— 
98, all property was valued by county assessors at 90 percent of the July 1, 1995, levels. For subsequent years, assessed values are limited to a 3 
percent annual growth rate. Construction since July 1, 1995, is valued at the average rate of similar properties in the area. Business personal property 
requires annual filing. One-third payment is due by November 15. If fully paid by November 15, a 3 percent discount is allowed. Special exemptions, tax 
relief programs and deferrals are available. For more information contact the Clatsop County assessor's office at 503-325-8522. 


Tax rates are representative of the largest tax code in the city. The rates are expressed as tax liability per $1,000 of assessed property value. 


Clatsop County 

Average Compressed Tax Rate 1997-98 $11.91 
Average Compressed Tax Rate 1998-99 $11.78 
$112,455 


Average 1999 Housing Value 
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Ave Res Property Tax Paid on Ave House 1997-98 $1,299.24 


Ave Res Property Tax Paid on Ave House 1998-99 $1,324.72 


Average School rate 1998-99 ........ $5.52 
Average Non-School Rate 1998-99. . . . $5.35 


Average City Rate 1998-99......... $2.51 


Business Taxes 
Property—see above 


Income—Corporations doing or authorized to do business in Oregon pay excise tax. Corporations not doing or authorized to do business, but having 
income from an Oregon source, pay income tax. For more information contact the Oregon Department of Revenue, 955 Center St., NE, Salem, OR 97301, 
503-378-4988, http://www. oregon.gov/DOR/. 


Unemployment Insurance—Employers pay this. For 2002, new employers are assigned a fixed rate of 3 percent of taxable wage base. Tax rates for 
existing employers are based on employers’ experience and range from 1 percent to 5.4 percent of taxable wage base. Taxes are paid quarterly and are 
due by the end of the month following the quarter. In 2002, the tax is paid on the first $25,000 of wages paid to each employee. The rate schedule in effect 
depends on the balance in the Trust Fund as of August 31 each year and the amount of revenue needed to maintain the balance at a level adequate to 
pay benefits. For more information contact the Oregon Employment Department, 875 Union St., NE, Salem, OR 97301, 503-947-1488, web 


Utilities, Railroad, Weight-mile—Who pays? All railroads and investor-owned utilities operating with the state pay an annual fee. For-hire and private motor 
carriers operating into, within and through the state pay weight-mile taxes. Rates—limit of .25 percent of gross operating revenues of investor-owned 
utilities; .25 percent charged on 2002 revenues. Limit of .35 percent on gross operating revenues of railroads; .267 percent charged in 2002 revenues. 
Applications, plate fees and per-mile rates dependent on declared combined weight of vehicle. For more information contact the Oregon Public Utility 
Commission, 550 Capitol St, NE, Suite 215, Salem, OR 97301-2551, 503-378-6611, web http://www.oregon.gov/PUC/; Oregon Department of 


Transportation, Motor Carrier Transport Branch, 550 Capitol St., NE, Salem, OR 97301-3871, 503-378-6699, web http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/MCT/. 


Incentives 

Oregon's Business Incentives. 

Miscellaneous 

Motor Vehicle Licensing, Driver Licensing, Fuels—Who pays? Owners and operators of motor vehicles. Oil companies importing fuels. Truckers using 
Oregon highways. Fees—Registration fees, driver license fees and renewals (contact the Oregon Driver & Motor Vehicle Services division 503-945-5000, 
web http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/DMV/ 


Hunting and Fishing Licenses—contact Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box 59, Portland, OR 97207, general information 503-872-5268 
licenses/tags/permits 503-872-5275, web http://www. dfw. state. or.us/. 


Amusement Device Tax—An excise tax is imposed upon every person who operates an amusement device in Oregon. An amusement device is a video 
lottery game terminal. More information from the Oregon Lottery Commission, 500 Airport Rd SE, Salem, 97301, web http /www.oregonlottery.org/ 


Emergency Communications (9—1—1) Tax—Telephone companies providing local exchange access services in Oregon Collect this tax from their 
customers. The tax, which is $0.75 per line per month, is reported and paid quarterly. More information from the Oregon Department of Revenue web 
http://www. oregon.gov/DORY. 


Hazardous Substance Fee—Paid by possessors of nonpetroleum hazardous substance. More information from the Oregon Department of Revenue web 
http://www. oregon.gov/DORY. | 


Petroleum Load Fee—Paid by petroleum suppliers and importers to Oregon. More information from the Oregon Department of Revenue web 
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Timber Severance Tax—Paid by timber owners on harvested timber’s value. More information from the Oregon Department of Revenue, web 


Alcoholic Beverages—Manufacturers and/or import wholesalers of malt beverages and wines pay a privilege tax. Manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers 
of distilled spirits, malt beverages and wines pay license fees. Employees who serve alcoholic beverages pay for service permits. For more information 
contact the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, PO Box 22297, Portland, OR 97222, 503-872-5000 or 1-800-452-6522 (in Oregon), web 


Tobacco Products—Cigarette and tobacco products distributors are required to purchase tax stamps for cigarettes or pay a percentage of the wholesale 
price on other tobacco products. More information from the Oregon Department of Revenue, web http:/Avww.oregon.gov/DOR/. 


Transit Payroll Tax—paid by employers in the Tri-Met (Portland area) and Lane Transit District (Eugene) for mass transit systems. Administered by the 
Department of Revenue, web http://www.oregon.gov/DOR/. 


Many local governments in Oregon collect other taxes, such as hotel-motel taxes. Contact the city or county in which you are interested for more complete 
information about taxes in that area. 


Source: Oregon Department of Revenue, “A Summary of Taxes,” January 2002; County information—County Assessor's Office 
Community Services and Resources 


Public Safety/Emergency Services 

Fire Station(s) serving community: Warrenton Fire Dept, 2 stations 
Number of paid and volunteer firefighters: 37 

Rating by Insurance Services Organization (ISO): 5* 

Comments: 2 Career, 35 Volunteers ISO Rating: 5 


Fire Department 


Police Department: Warrenton Police Department 
Number of paid and reserve officers: 15 
Comments: 8 Fulltime Officers 7 Reserve Officers 


Nearest Hospital and distance: Columbia Memorial, 4 miles in Astoria 
Regional Hospital and distance: Columbia Memorial, 4 miles in Astoria 


Emergency services to community: Ambulance Service, Life Flight Service 
General Clinic(s): 1 


Source: City Administration 


Communications Resources 


Local Newspapers: Columbia Press 
Regional Newspapers: The Oregonian, Daily Astorian 


Radio Stations: KAST - 1370 AM - 92.9 FM; KCYS 98.1 FM; KMUN - 91.3 Public Radior, 102.3 FM KRCX; 92.9 FM 


TV Stations: No local stations- receive Portland stations 
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Available Cable Television: Charter Cable 
Telephone Service Provider(s): Qwest 


Local Internet Service Provider(s): Yes 
Number of Internet Service Providers: Data unavailable at this time. 


Source: City Administration 


Library System 
1 public library - City of Warrenton Library 


Source: City Administration 


Planning Service/Regulatory 


Year Last Year of Periodic 


Regulatory System Year Acknowledged Revised Review Comments 


Building Permit System a 2003 
Subdivision Ordinance Ree | 2003 


Strategic Plan 


Territory Covered by Zoning 
Municipality Yes County Yes 


Source: City Administration 


Industrial Lands 
Does the Community seek industrial development? Yes 
Access Statewide industrial lands database—http://www.oregonprospector.com/ 


Source: Economic and Community Development Department 


Special Districts and Associations (ports, water, sewer, etc.) 

Name of Special District and the Oregon Revised Statute it was created under: 

Arch Cape Domestic Water Supply District, ORS; Arch Cape Sanitary District; Brlownsmead R.F.P.D.; CREST: Cannon Beach R.F.P.D.; Clatsop Care 
Center Health District; Clatsop County 4-H Extension Service District; Clatsop County Ambulance District: Clatsop County Dike District #11, #14, #7 and 
#9; Clatsop County Drainage District; Clatsop County Drainage District #16; Clatsop County E.S.D.: Clatsop County S.W.C.D.; Clatsop Solid Waste 
Disposal Service District; Elsie Vine-Maple R.F.P.D. #11; Falcon-Cove Beach Water District; Gearhart R.F.P.D.; Hamlet R.F.P.D.: John Day Water District; 
John Day-Fern Hill R.F.P.D.; Knappa-Svensen-Burnside R.F.P.D.; Olney-Walluski Fire and Rescue District: Port of Astoria; Seaside R.F.P.D.: Shoreline 
Sanitary District; Skipanon Water Control District; Sunset Empire Park and Recreation District: Sunset Empire Transportation District: Sunset Lake Water 
Service District; Svensen Island Drainage Improvement; Union Health District of Clatsop County; Warrenton R.F.P.D.; Wauna Water District: Westport 
Sewer Service District; Westport-Wauna R.F.P.D.; Wickiup Water District; Willow Dale Water District; Youngs River-Lewis and Clark Water 


Special Districts Association of Oregon—727 Center St., NE Salem, OR 97301, 503-371-8667 or 800-285-5461 http://www.sdao.com/ 
Source: City Administration _ - 


Infrastructure/Transportation 
Water Supply 


Operator: City of Warrenton 
District: N/A 
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Source: Surface Water; Lewis & Clark River, Big S Fork, Little S Fork, Camp Creek 
Supply: Capacity (MGD)-6.00; Pressure (PSI)-80.00 


Current Water Utilization on Meter Size (MGD): 2.34 MGD 
Water Costs per thousand gallons: Base rate per/thousand = will not disclose 


Water Costs for Total Consumption of Residential: Based on 7,000 gallons = 

Age of Water System: 1914 

Water System Comment(s): System Development Charges: Nominal Connection Fee $650 for SFR 
Compliance Issues: Out of compliance with DEQ 

Water debt repayment included as part of tax assessment? Data unavailable at this time. 

Date of Current Master Plan: 


Plans for Upgrading or Expanding: 


Source: City Administration 


Wastewater Treatment System 
Operator: City of Warrenton Age of Wastewater Collection System: 1974 


District: N/A 

System Design Capacity (MGD):4.50 MGD System Utilization (MGD): 3.00 MGD 
Collection System Fees: City will not disclose Hook-up or Connection Fee: $1575 for SFR 
Access Fee or System Development Fee: Nominal 

Comment(s) on Wastewater System: 

Compliance Issues: 

Date of Last Facility Plan: 

Plans for Upgrade/Expansion: 

Storm Drain: Yes Storm Water Discharge Fee: 


Fees or issues related to storm drains: City will not disclose 


Source: City Administration 


Utilities 
Telecommunications 
Is there access to broadband Access Monthly Fee Other Fee 
infrastructure? Yes T1 Yes varies by mileage varies 
DSL Yes 


If yes, check all that apply: 
Fiberoptic 


Cable Yes 29.95-54.95 


Is there route diversity? Yes 


For Oregon Telecommunications information and resources, visit http://www. oregon4biz.com/inn.htm. 


Natural Gas—Provider: Northwest Natural Gas 


http:// info.econ.state.or.us:591 /FMPro?-db=Community.fp4&-Format=forms.htm&-lay=w... 4/19/2008 
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Lines and Feed: A range of sizes exists. Please contact Northwest Natural Gas at 503-226-4211 for more information. 


Rate Structure: Residential rate is $.87016 per therm. Industrial and commercial rates vary. Please contact Northwest Natural Gas at 503-226-4211 for 


more information. 

Plans for Upgrade/Expansion: 
Electrical—Provider: Pacific Power & Light 
Lines and Feed: 


Rate Structure #25 Commercial: minimum charge $9.90/month + 2.26 over 15 kw and $.070/kw for 16-100 kW for all kW in excss of 15 kW + 
$0.0464/kwh (ancillary charge) 


#48 Industrial: $240.00 + $.50/kwh for 4,000kw or less (over 4,000kw $440.00 + $.45/kwh) 
Billing demand charge of $2.77 each kwh + energy charge of $.03275/kwh 

Plans for Upgrade/Expansion: 

Solid Waste Management: City of Warrenton 

Permit Status: 

Utility Expansion Plans: 


Utilities Source: City Administration; PGE information supplied by PGE. Note: We update utility rates periodically. Actual rates may change more often than that. For the most current rate for 


any carrier please consult the Public Utilities Commission web site at http://www puc state or us/commsion/default htm Click on the Statistics 200x label (x being the most recent year) 


Transportation 


Highways Hwy 101 N/S route, local access Transportation Access Fee: $0 


Community Air Service No If no local service, list closest Air Facility 


Air Passenger Service: 


Airport Freight Service: Port of Astoria Airport used by the Coast Guard 
and Air National Guard - maybe getting 

Air Service Comments: commercial service. Astoria Airport, 3 miles in 
Warrenton. 


Rail Service: No 
Freight Service: No Passenger Service: No 


If no local service, list closest Rail Service: Lewis&Clark Explorer Train - Summers Only - Astoria 


Marine Yes 


Description: Export/Import Dock (Tansy Point) deep draft marine facility; City owns Warrenton and Hammond Marina 
Docks, Port Facilities: Tranist; commercial and sport fishing tie-ups 
Plans for Upgrade/Expansion: 


Transportation issues which might confront development, such as non-attainment air shed, etc.: 


Public Transportation Comment: 
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Bus Service Available in the Community: Yes Sunset Empire Transportation District 
Scheduled Bus Service Available: Yes Buses Per Day: 2 


Local Charter Services: Yes Oregon Coachways to Portland Cowlitz Coaches to Longview 
Distance to Nearest Bus Service: 


Trucking Service 

Scheduled Freight Carrier Services: Yes 

Overnight Express Parcel Service Available: Yes UPS and FedEX 
Overnight Express Mail Service Available: Yes 

Transportation Comments: 


For more information relating to transportation topics please visit the Department of Transportation web site. Airports (maps and general information) 


bus and rail http://www.tripcheck.com/About/busrail.htm. 


Source: City Administration, local chamber of commerce (proprietary information) 


www.oregon4biz.com www.OregonProspector.com econ.oregon.gov 


Oregon Economic & Community Development Department + 775 Summer St, NE, Suite 200 + Salem, OR 97301-1280 + Contact us 
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NEWTON RADIO & TV SERVICE 
SHOP WORK AND HOME CALLS 
Phone, Day or Night, WA 1-4831 


195 S. W. Cedar Si. Warrenton, Oregon 
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SHEPARD BUSINESS FORMS CO., PORTLAND, OREGON 


CABLE INSTALLATIONS RADIO & T. V. REPAIR 


COLUMBIA TELEVISION CO. 
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WARRENTON, OREGON 
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WARRENTON 


N the very heart of the rich 

er Columbia lies the snug little 

tideland territory of the low- 
city of Warrenton, with its north 
frontage bearing directly upon that. 
river, and bisec'ed by the Skiparor 
an estuary of the Columbia which 
will one day serve the place as a 
commercial arm and repositary for 
industries and industrial facilities. 
The city now has a population of 
300 souls and a_ civic corporation 
presided over by the following gen- 
Itemen: Mayor G. T. Moore, Auditor 
and Police Judge John Evandon, 
| Marshal John Bruce, Treasurer J. E. 
Higgins, City Attorney H. M. Brow- 
nell, and a common council of five, 
Messrs. George W. Warren, W. C. 
Hardy, W. Bowman, ‘George Schmidt 
and G. Clifford Barlow. 

The business men of Warrenton 
have merged themselves into a strong 
and active development league | 
named for the city, 35 strong, and | 
have, as their best and biggest iproj- 
ect of improvement, the dredging 
and deepening of the Skipanon, from 
the center of the city to the channel 
ways of the Columbia; a _ project 
which involves an estimated expen-. 
diture of $188,000, and includes two 
lines of bulkheads, one on either side 
of the lesser river, and 9,000 feet of 
digging, a venture, which from nec- 
essitious conditions, is at present in 
| abeyance ‘but not abandoned by any 
| means. 

The town boasts of two fine school 
buildings, and the 100 or more chil- 
dren of ‘the city are in the capable 
hands of Professor O. H. Byland and 
Mrs, Byland, who for the past three 
years have conducted these interests 
most satisfactorily. The city main- 
tains two churches, the Methodist and 
the Episcopal, and both have a large 
and enthusiastic congregation. Two 
of the finest milling plants of the 
lower Columbia are located here, the 
D. L. Kelly and the Old Oregon 
Mills, the combined output of both 

_approximating, under normal condi- 
! tions, 200,000 feet per day. 

The city has three fine beaches con- 
tiguous, ‘Delaura, Columbia and Sun- 
set, each and all of which are steadily 
developing into splendid resort prop- 
ositions and which will in the near 
future contribute materially to the 
business and popular agencies of War- 
renton. The country round about 
Warrenton is of the richest and sus- 
susceptible of the highest development 
in the way of gardening and small 
fruits and must eventually serve for 
the creation and support of one of 
the best staple markets in this coun- 
try. For miles in all directions this 
fine acreage invites the ‘thrifty !truck- 
raisers anid berrymen and the iman 
who knows how to make full use of 
the few prolific acres rather than the 
big and expansive farm. The place 
is ideally located in every way, includ- 


ing that of readly transportation, and 
with its clever and energetic people 
must find a successful and prosperous 


level. 
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wo local enter- 
prises—onein 
Warrenton 
and one in 
Nahcotta, 
Wash. — are 
reviving old 
ways of doing 
business. 
Anderson- 
Frigenti Coffee 
Co.’s_ entire 
business oOp- 
eration is cen- 
tered around 
an antique 
1917 Royal cof- 
fee roaster, 
which billows 
out clouds of 


. Photo by Jan Fletche: 
; Tim Hurd, a partner in the Anderson-Frigenti Coffee Co. in Warrenton, explains the 
aromatic COf- operation of the company's antique roaster— a lucky antique-shop find from a recent 
feesmokeeach _ excursion through Hebo. 
time it dumps 
20 or so pounds of freshly roasted coffee into a custom-made cooling bin. 

On the other side of the river, two oyster farmers and a paper artist from 


Continued on page 3. 


Above: Tim Hurd 
(L) and Gary 
Nevan (R) are 
surrounded by 
clouds of smoke 
as they dump the 
scalding hot 
beans from the 
roaster. Below: 
The two quickly 
spread and sift 
through the 
cooling beans. 


Life’s too short for bad coffee 
say these coffee connoisseurs 


hat bagels are to New York, coffee is to 
Af Seattle, and Portland is not far be- 
hind,” says Tim Hurd, a partner in the 
Anderson-Frigenti Coffee Co. in 


Warrenton. 


Judging from the number of espresso signs that 
nave blossomed here in this past year, the North Coast 
's not far behind in its love affair with coffee. With the 


Jebut of this gourmet wholesale coffee 
‘oasting company, locals and visitors to | 
‘he coast can indulge in sinfully deli- 
tious coffee processed on site in| 
Warrenton. | 
This is small-scale processing liter- 
illy built around one rather charming 
intique chrome-plated 1917 Royal No.5 
:offee roaster made in New Jersey. Tim 
durd, one of the partners in the busi- | 
1ess, stumbled across the gem last year | 
it an antique shop in Hebo, just down | 
he coast from Tillamook. At the time, 
turd was working for a coffee com- 
yany in Corvallis. He and Gary Nevan, 
»wner of the Columbia Press in 


‘ Y <2 if EE 
(ae wal COFF 
WARAY ROASTING 

e Custom Roasting/Blending 

e Low wholesale pricing (5 lb. min.) 


Restaurants, offices, businesses 
Free Delivery 


Anderson-Frigenti Coffee Company 
926 E. Harbor, Warrenton, OR 97146 
503-861-9809 


Warrenton, had previously worked to- 
gether, and during subsequent visits as 
friends, had simultaneously come up 
with the idea of starting a coffee roast- 
ing venture. Finding the machine was 
the catalyst that started the venture in 
motion. Nevan cleared out a storage 
shed behind the Columbia Pressand the | 
two created a well-equipped and thrifty 


“The beans are 
screaming to get 
out.” 


processing plant capable of producing 
several hundred pounds a week of 
roasted coffee. The company opened for 
business July 6. 

They named the company after 
Nevan’s and Hurd’s great-great grand- 
parents. Nevan has the Italian ancestry 
and Hurd’s forefather was an Oregon 
homesteader on the North Coast. 

Nevan and Hurd drive to Portland 
to pick up burlap sacks full of raw beans 
purchased througha broker in San Fran- 
cisco. Varieties of beans include Colum- 
bian, Guatemalan, Sumatran, and Mexi- 
can. By roasting to varying degrees of 
lightness or darkness, they create a 
sumptuous spread of coffee flavors — 
from spicy syrupy to smooth and mel- 
low. 

“It's more fun than the newspaper 
business by far,” says Nevan. He must 


| carefully balance demands from the two 


businesses. But Nevan says he and his 
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wife, Julie Nevan, are now more effi- 
cient at producing Warrenton’s weekly 
paper four yearsafter purchasing it, than 
when they moved from Bellingham, 
Wash. 

Hurd works full time, mostly at 
sales, since the company’s focusis whole- 
sale. “There’s a lot of education we need 
to do right now, because people don’t 
really know whata good cup of coffeeis. 

“There’sa real need for good coffee, 
especially when so much of the economy 
is based on tourism,” says Hurd. 

Local companies that are now Carry- 
ing the coffeeinclude Landwehr’s Coun- 
try Market, Cabbage Rose Market, Wine 
Dock, Eglantine, Warrenton Coast to 
Coast, The Hedonist Coffee Bar, and 
Bioproducts for their employees. 

Watching the two roast a batch of 


PU TEE 


coffee is a truly unique experience. The 
beans start out small, tight, dull and 
green and are transformed in about 20 
minutes into plump, shiny, black aro- 
matic jewels. Toward the end of the 
roasting process, the two watch over the 
roaster like worried hens checking their 
brood. 

“We're at about 375 degrees here,” 
says Nevan. As he speaks, a popping 
sound erupts from the twirling grinder. 
“It's a pretty consistent point when the 
crackling starts,” he says. “The beans 
are screaming to get out.” 

A few minutes later, the door opens 


_with a swoosh and black smoke fills the 


room with the odor of coffee strong 
enough to taste. The two immediately 
pore through the beans picking out tiny 
rocksand a few wayward scorched beans 
from an otherwise perfect heap. 

With gourmet coffee now account- 
ing for 30 percent of all coffee sold, 
Nevanand Hurdare optimistic that their 
company’s motto will convince more 
people to switch over to gourmet. “Af- 
ter all,” says Nevan, “life’s too short for 
bad coffee.” @ 


Costco’s here! 1993 


Fanfare and long lines greet Warrenton Costco’s grand opening in mid July 


storia Mayor 
Willis Van 
Dusen missed 
the ribbon-cut- 
—___———— ting ceremony to 
mark the opening of the new Costco 
Wholesale in Warrenton July 15 because 
the several thousand people who 
showed up on opening day didn’t leave 
his honor a parking space. 

Following a mad dash inside, Van 
Dusen awarded warehouse manager 
Doug Homer a silver plate commemo- 
rating Astoria. 

But with the exception of that small 
glitch, the day’s event went off like fire- 
crackers on the fourth of July. A long 
line of eager shoppers snaked around 
the store minutes before the 8 a.m. open- . : be 2 
ing. Some folks had traveled from as far Boe ee 


away as Tillamook to be there for the ‘North Coast residents line up for Costco’s opening day breakfast on July 15. 


grand opening festivities, which in- 
cluded a free breakfast and dozens of 
demonstration booths showcasing many 
of the products the warehouse will carry. 


But the most compelling attraction was | 


the assortment of bulk retail items and 
consumer soft goodsat wholesale prices. 

The 70,000-square-foot warehouse 
is the company’s first in a community of 
less than 100,000 people, and is two- 
thirds the size of other Costco Ware- 
houses around the country. The com- 


pany, based in Kirkland, Wash., will. 


merge this fall with Price Club. The 
merger will create a company with 195 
membership warehouses in three coun- 
tries with annual sales revenues of ap- 
proximately $16 billion. 

Brent Knutsen, national director of 
marketing for Costco, said the 
company’s pre-opening night party had 
1,200 local people in attendance. But the 
numbers of eager shoppers on opening 
day were above the company’s expecta- 
tions. “Even we’re surprised so many 
people are here so early,” said Knutsen. 
One thousand people had entered the 
doors by 8:15 a.m. Typically, a Costco 


Warehouse will serve 2,000 to 3,000 


people a day, said Knutsen. 

Patrons of Costco must purchase 
memberships, which carry some restric- 
tions. Business owners and their em- 
ployees qualify, as do government em- 
ployees, members of the armed forces, 
and individuals who own at least 100 
shares in the corporation. 

Costco doesn’t release sales goals, 
said Knutsen. “But the turnout today is 
indicative of meeting those goals,” he 
said. 

In response to concerns about the 
effect of Costco’s low prices on local 
merchants selling competing merchan- 
dise, Knutsen said 65 percent of the 
company’s members are businesses. 
“Most businesses understand they can 
buy from us and lower their cost of 
doing business,” said Knutsen. 

The company also pays a competi- 
tive wage, he said. New employees be- 
gin at $7.25 per hour and are paid $8.37 
per hour after 90 days. Top cashiers can 
make $30,000 a year with benefits, he 
said. 

The Warrenton warehouse employs 
118, of which 65 were hired from the 
local population, said Homer, ware- 
house manager. The company was 


swamped with eager applicants, reflect- 
ing a soft job market..”“We actually 
stopped taking applications when we 
had about 1,200,” said Homer. 

Larry Haskell, continuing education 
director for Clatsop Community Col- 
lege and board member for the Astoria- 
Warrenton Chamber of Commerce, was 
one of almost a dozen chamber mem- 
bers on hand to welcome Costco cus-: 
tomers on opening day. He said Costco’s 
pay scale is competitive, and can pro- 
vide job movement opportunities. “Tt 
could have an impact on raising local 
wages,” he said. 

Though Haskell said the chamber’s 
Support was important for Costco, he 
also admitted that the chamber needs to 
evaluate doing similar things for two- or 
three-person shops in the area. “Those 
willbe our life blood over the long term,” 
he said. 

Local business owners interviewed 
on the pre-opening night party bubbled 
with enthusiasm. 

Asked what the people in Seaside 
thought of Costco, Dana Phillips, of 
Phillips Candies, said, “They think it’s 
wonderful. Any kind of development 
like this in the county helps. As far as I’m 
concerned, competition is healthy.” 

Jeff and Cheryl Harrison, owners of 
Astoria Sign Company, said Costco is 
good for all the businesses in the area. 
“It benefits everybody because it will 
draw more people here,” said Cheryl 
Harrison. Astoria Sign Company let- 
tered all the interior signs for the Costco 
Warehouse in Warrenton. 

Ken McCune, director of Clatsop 
College’s Small Business Development 
Center, said the store will be a boon to 
everyone in the area. “Small businesses 
who feel they’re going to be devastated 
will not be.They will be enhanced,” he 
said. 
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Expansion in Warrenton 


Warrenton’s growth leads the way to an expanded dental clinic for Dr. Bletscher 


new dental clinic 

will openin War- 

renton in Sep- 

tember, and it’s 
ee ee none toosoon for 
dentist Jon Bletscher, who has benefitted 
from Warrenton’s explosive business 
growthsince his practice opened 12 years 
ago. 

His new 3,000-square-foot dental 
building, now under construction, will 
double his capacity to serve patients. 
Located just a few blocks away from 
Bletscher’s current office on E. Harbor 
Dr., the new office will have four 
operatories — rooms where the dentist 
works with patients — and two hygien- 
ist stations. 

“It definitely makes me more versa- 
tile,” said Bletscher. “I can see more 
patients.” Doubling the number of work 
stations means more efficient patient 


Photo by Charlie Fletcher 


Dr. Bletscher’s new dental clinic is scheduled to open in September. 


scheduling as well as ample time to 
sterilize and prepare each room before 
the next patient is seated, he said. “With 


the day and age we're living in with. 


infectious control so important, it gives 
us time to get the room completely 
ready,” says Bletscher. 

His current office’s waiting roomisa 
tight fit.“After 12 years, we’ ve outgrown 
this by several years,” he said. “It gets to 
be wall-to-wall standing room only 
now,” he said. 

It’s taken Bletscher three years to 
bring this project to fruition. He bought 
the property in January, 1991, but before 
that, he examined the feasibility of relo- 

' cating his practice versus renovating it. 
“The most economical way to go was to 
build a facility,” he said. “From there it 
was refining plans. We got started on 
construction in May.” 

The Bank of Astoria is financing the 
project, and Bergerson Builders, of War- 
renton, is the general contractor. Other 
contractors working on the project in- 
clude Jarvis Roofing of Warrenton, 
Wadsworth Electric, Inc. of Astoria, and 

| Mand F Plumbing, of Seaside. 

“When | first started out in Warren- 
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ton, I didn’t ever think it would be like 
that today,” said Bletscher, citing Fred 
Meyer, Costco, and all the other retail 
and business growth the small commu- 
nity has seen in the past decade. 

Bletscher came to Warrenton straight 
out of dental school on the advice of a 
dental equipment sales representative 
who recommended the community to 
Bletscher’s wife. At that time, she was 
working for an orthodontistin Portland. 

“He said it was a good opportu- 
nity,” said Bletscher. “This was a good 
opportunity.” 

Sixty percent of his patients are from 
Warrenton, 25 percent are from Astoria, 
and the rest are from the Seaside area. 
Bletscher is currently the only dentist in 
Warrenton, and his practice covers a 
wide range of needs — from children’s 
dentistry to dentures and orthodontics 
to oral surgery. “I try to be versatile to 
meet the needs of the community so that 
you don’t have to go to Portland for 
procedures,” he said. To prepare for 
such a demanding practice, Bletscher 
takes many continuing education 
courses in dentistry. 


The Daily Astorian - Astoria, Oregon | Warrenton keeps up with changing times Page | of 3 


PRINT yS>, 
cust 
Daily Astorian 


Astoria, Ore 


LORIASSA — The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton Chief of Police Robert Maxfield is impressed by the level of cooperation among the various local law enforcement agencies 
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Wednesday, July 28, 2004 
By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian, sswain@dailyastorian.com 


Police Chief Maxfield obtains $96,000 terrorism prevention grant 


WARRENTON — Warrenton may seem an unlikely target for terrorists, but that didn’t stop the city’s ch 
of police, Robert Maxfield, from landing a $96,000 federal terrorism prevention grant from the Office of 
Domestic Preparedness. 


The threat of terrorism is real to Maxfield, a law enforcement professional who was in Alexandria, Va., c 
the day of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks — nine miles from Ground Zero at the Pentagon. 


“TI could even smell the smoke,” he said. 


Maxfield was commended by the City Commission last month for winning the grant, which will allow th 
department to purchase personal protective equipment for its officers; an improved radio communication 


system; night vision binoculars, global positioning equipment and other surveillance equipment; and 


wireless laptop computers to enable officers in the field to communicate with the Astoria Regional Dispa 
Center. The grant also provides money for planning, training and coordination with other law enforceme! 
agencies to deal with the possibility of a chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear or explosive attack. 


Hands-on 


Maxfield joined the police department in Aberdeen, Wash., population 16,500, in 1976, he served there f 
28 years, the last eight as police chief. He took over as Warrenton’s top cop last September. 


Maxfield is happy he made the move to a new community with new 
challenges. 


“[’ve loved every minute since I’ve been here,” he said. “I’m getting to d 
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lot of things myself here, which is fun. And I can use my experience to 
benefit Warrenton.” 


) With a population of just over 4,000, Warrenton is much smaller than k 
Aberdeen. But in terms of geographical area, it’s the fourth largest city ir 
Oregon, with 18 square miles for the eight-man department to patrol with 
help from seven reserves. Just one officer is on duty during the day, and { 
LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian officers at night. The 10-hour shifts are scheduled to provide overlapping 
Officer Ray Ayers, left, pictured | COVerage during critical time periods. The department also has a half-tim: 
with Senior Officer Al Fontana, Clerk and eight patrol vehicles. 

will be Warrenton's new K-9 

= Maxfield said he’s impressed by the level of cooperation among the varic 
local law enforcement agencies. If a Warrenton officer needs backup, he can call on the Sheriffs office c 
the Astoria Police Department. 


Alan Oja, Astoria’s assistant police chief, filled in for three months as acting Warrenton police chief in 2' 
He said the two departments work cooperatively on investigations from time to time, citing as an exampl 
the 1998 homicide aboard a boat at the Warrenton Mooring basin. 


“We help them out and they help us out. We used their dog on a number of occasions,” said Oja. 
Drugs at forefront 


Warrenton police responded to 729 calls for service in the second quarter of this year (April, May and Ju 
up 24 percent over the first quarter. Theft (58 calls) and suspicious activity (58) topped the list, followed 
complaints about animals (51), traffic (21), domestic violence (19) and criminal mischief (17). There wet 
15 drug-use complaints and nine burglaries. 


Maxfield said that’s not a high crime rate, and he doesn’t think Warrenton has insurmountable problems. 
“But we do have a drug problem,” he said. “No matter where you go (in the United States), most crime is 
directly or indirectly related to drugs ... People steal to support their habit.” 


The chief said most drugs, including methamphetamine, come into Warrenton from outside, especially 
Portland. So even though the drug is cheap and easy to make, meth labs are not much of an issue in town 


However, some drugs are produced locally. 


“Just recently someone flagged me down by Camp Kiwanilong, and there were five marijuana plants in 
containers, just sitting there on a table,” Maxfield said. 


Besides drug traffic, with a 13-mile stretch of U.S. Highway 101 and a couple of state routes running 
through Warrenton, there’s plenty of vehicle traffic to contend with. Every year, thousands of visitors tra 
the highways on their way to Fort Stevens State Park, Fort Clatsop National Memorial, Astoria and Pacif 
County, Wash. As the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial draws closer, the number keeps going up. Not 
surprisingly, traffic enforcement activity more than doubled in the second quarter, increasing by 129 perc 


Technology in play 


Maxfield remains undaunted. He said the Warrenton Police Department may be small, but it provides Zor 
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service. “My issue is productivity, using whatever technology is available, so officers can get back on the 
street,” he said. 


That technology includes a virtual private network that links Warrenton police with the Regional 9-1-1 
Dispatch Center in Astoria via a Charter Cable Internet connection. It’s secure, which Maxfield said he 
hopes Seaside Dispatch and all local law enforcement agencies in Clatsop County will eventually use for 
sharing information back and forth. Warrenton has made the transition from typed activity logs to enterin 
the information directly into the computer system, using Astoria’s specialized “Justice” software, which 
provides a database needed for criminal investigations. 


Another tool is a computer used for missing children cases. It stands in an interview room at the police 
station, located inside the city’s new municipal building on Main Avenue. The Warrenton department ha: 
computer because Maxfield attended a class at the National Center for Exploited Children in Washington 
D.C., in September 2001, while he was still the Aberdeen chief. 


Another room at the police station holds a secure Law Enforcement Data System (LEDS) computer, whic 
all officers have been trained to use. The computer is linked to the Sheriff's Office and Warrenton is in tl 
process of testing ways to connect it to Astoria Dispatch. 


Justice for all 


However, there’s no high-tech equivalent for a dog’s nose, and that resource has been missing from the 
Warrenton police department since the recent death of its tracking dog, Justice, who worked with Officer 
Cliff Bussert for eight years and made over 100 captures. 


Justice’s last capture was on Sunset Beach, helping the Sheriff's Office locate a suspect. “Cliff left here \ 
the dog, and 10 minutes later, he found him,” Maxfield said. “Dogs can smell about 1,000 times better th 
us,” Maxfield said. But he said the most important part of a K-9 team is the handler. “It takes a special 
person to do that.” 


Officer Ray Ayers has been named the new K-9 officer, and the department is in the process of looking f 
another trained dog. Ayers and Officer Lenny Mossman have been trained and certified as deputy medics 
examiners. Officer Al Fontana, who like Bussert has been with the department for about nine years, is rai 
instructor, in charge of firearms. And Officer Jim Hart is the department’s child abuse specialist, working 
with the county’s multidisciplinary team. Maxfield likes his officers to specialize and is always looking f 
new training opportunities for them. 


He also wants them to stay healthy. That’s why the police department’s sally port has been converted int« 
workout room. Maxfield said his officers use the exercise equipment frequently, to relieve stress and stay 
shape. 


“Police work is a difficult and often challenging occupation,” he said. “When you provide an exercise 
facility, they’re more productive and less likely to be sick.” 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
A Message from the Warrenton Public Works Department: 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER 


Warrenton Water System has Levels of Total Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) Above Drinking Water 
Standards 


Our water system recentiy exceeded a new drinking water standard. Although this is not an 
emergency, as our customers you have a right to know what happened, what you should do, 
and what we are doing to correct this situation. 


We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants. Last year was the first 
year we were required by Oregon Department of Human Service (ODHS), Health Services 
(503-731-4317) to monitor for a new contaminant, total haloacetic acids (HAA5). Quarterly 
testing results show that our system exceeded the new standard, or maximum contaminant 
level (MCL), for total haloacetic acids (HAAS). The new standard for HAAS is 0.064 mg/l. 
The average level of HAAS over the last year was 0.080425. Samples were taken to 
represent the worse case scenario for the HAAS contaminants; e.g. warmest temperatures, 
farthest locations and the lowest flows in the water system. 


What should | do? 
You do not need to use an alternative (e.g. bottled) water supply. However, if you have 
specific health concerns, consult your doctor. 


What does this mean? 

This is not an immediate risk. If it had been, you would have been notified immediately. 
However, some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL 
over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer 


What happened? What is being done? 

We have initiated a program with ODHS to profile and benchmark disinfection which will 
include temperature, pH, disinfectant contact time and residual disinfectant concentrations. 
Staff met with ODHS representatives to outline operational changes for minimizing the 
disinfectant byproduct, HAAS. We expect that lowering disinfectant levels, increased 
distribution flushing and collection cleaning will lower the average HAAS levels below the 
MCL within few months. The City will retain the service of a Consultant to further assess the 
water system and make recommendations to lower the HAAS levels. 


For information, please contact L. Alan Johansson, City Engineer, at 503-861-0912 or 
Public Works, PO Box 250, Warrenton, OR 97146 


P.O. Box 250 Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 
503/861-2233 FAX: 503/861-2351 
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City honors volunteer firefighters 


Mayor Gil Gramson presented plaques to four Warrenton Volunteer Firefighters Tuesday evening in appreciation of their many years 
of service to the Warrenton community. 


Flint Carlson Willie Nyberg John Shepherd Kim Hitchman 
25 years 23 years - 28 years 25 years 


__ {recently retired as assistant chief) (retired last spring) 
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Thieves steal 
computers 
from library 


By Gary Nevan 

Sometime during the early morning hours of Sat- 
urday, Dec. 9, thieves entered the Warrenton 
Community Library in Hammond and stole two com- 
puters and cash from the library’s book sales. 

Library Site Manager Gillian Maggert said the 
thieves had obviously cased the building on Friday. 

“A volunteer came in Saturday morning and saw 
the computers gone,” she said. *She thought they 
were being repaired. Then she saw the back door wide 
open. The bolt that locks the back door had been taken 


“IT’S A SHAME - 
SOMEONE DOESN’T 
RESPECT OUR LIBRARY.” 


—Library Site Manager Gillian Maggert— y 


/ 


off, most likely by someone on Friday. I check the 
lock 99 percent of the time but I was in a hurry Fri- 
day.” 

Maggert said the thieves took two of the library’s 
four community computers and an undisclosed 
amount of cash from recent book sales. 

“Someone knew the operation,” she said. “They 
took money out of the book sale bag which we keep 
being the counter.” 

Maggert said the robbery was the first in the his- 
tory of the library. 

“We feel that we’ve been a great service to the 
community and a favorite gathering spot for many 
people,” she said. “The computers are very popular 
and are used every day. It’s a shame that someone 
doesn’t respect our library.” 

The computers are valued at $2,200 each and 
Maggert isn’t sure yet if they are covered by insur- 
ance. 

But in the meantime, the library is being looked 
after by the Warrenton High School computer class. 

High school student Henry Balensifer called 
Maggert soon after hearing about the theft and said 
the high school computer class would loan the li- 
brary two computers until the library could replace 
the stolen ones. 

“After I thanked Henry, he said that’s what a com- 
munity does—take care of each other,” Maggert said. 


Police tape stakes off the area where thieves stole two computers from the Warrenton Community Library. 
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Commission to consider agenda policy 
following engineering department cut 


“Our timing was less than ideal” —Commissioner Mark Kujala 


By Gary Nevan 

Responding to criticism about the way they handled 
the recent elimination of the city’s engineering depart- 
ment, the Warrenton City Commission Tuesday evening 
unanimously agreed that the item should have been in- 
cluded on the city’s regular agenda list. At the end of 
the Nov. 28 commission meeting, the commissioners 
voted to eliminate the city’s engineering department and 
fire city engineer Alan Johansson. Commissioner Frank 
Orrell abstained due to being a relative of Johansson. 

The item was not on the agenda and came up at the 
end of the meeting after Johansson had gone home. 

Commissioner Mark Kujala said many people in the 
community have had questions about how the issue was 
handled and he wanted to establish a city policy that 
states certain important issues must be on the agenda so 
the public knows what will be discussed. 

“The item wasn’t on the agenda,” Kuyjala said. “It was 
a surprise to me. I had every opportunity to table the 
issue but chose not to. That was a mistake. But the deci- 
sion was a correct one. There’s a trend in government 
toward using private contractors. Over the last few years 
we’ ve used a number of private engineering firms and I 
anticipate we’ll use a variety of consultants in the fu- 


ture. I simply want to prevent this from happening in 
the future and promote transparency and full disclo- 
sure between the commission and the community.” 

Kujala added that Johansson had worked for the 
city for eight years and thanked him for his service. 
He said the city is working on a severance package 
for Johansson. 

Mayor Gil Gramson agreed that items of impor- 
tance should be included on the commission’s agenda. 

“Items of this magnitude probably need to be put 
on the agenda,” he said. “We will put this issue on 
the next meeting’s agenda.” 

Commissioner Dick Hellberg also agreed about 
agenda items but added that the decision to eliminate 
the engineering department was not a new idea. 

“This issue was brought up and discussed last 
spring on the budget committee,” he said. “It’s been 
on the burner for a long time. It’s not something brand 
new to this commission or the previous commission.” 

City Attorney Hal Snow said he didn’t consider 
the commission’s action illegal. 

“You are free to adopt whatever policy you wish 
but the statute says you can consider additional top- 


ics during your meetings.” 12-15-2086 


Warrenton 2007 Firefighters 
of the Year honored 


By Warrenton Fire Chief Ted Ames 

On Saturday, Janaury 19, the Warrenton Volunteer Firefighters Association 
and the Warrenton Fire Department held their 11th Annual Awards Banquet and 
Presentation. 

This year’s event was held at the Serendipity Caffe, and was well attended by 
members and their spouses. The banquet was catered by Joyce Norris of Clatsop 
Catering and was excellent. Mike and Traci Sahlberg were two of our guests of 
honor for the evening. Mike and Traci are both past members of the department 
and even though they now live in the Knappa area, they both remain very active 
in providing invaluable assistance with the annual Christmas Food Drive. In fact, 
[ believe it is safe to say the food drive would not be the success it is without Mike 
and Traci’s incredible help, and we wanted to honor the two of them. 

We were most honored to have Chief George Dunkel attend the banquet as a 
guest of honor, and our guest speaker. Chief Dunkel is the retired fire chief from 
Columbia River Fire & Rescue, St. Helens, Oregon. 

Each year, four awards are given to some very deserving members of your fire | 
department. The four awards are the “Firefighter of the Year,” “EMS Provider of 
the Year,” the “Plug Ugly Award” (this is given to someone who has made a funny, 
maybe less than desirable contribution throughout the past year), and the “Chief’s 
Award.” The volunteers vote for all of the award recipients with the exception of 
the Chief’s Award, which I award to the person I feel has given above and beyond 
the call of duty to the department and the community throughout the year. 

The 2007 Award Recipients are as follows: So AR BO 


2007 FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR: MIKE STEIN 
2007 EMS PROVIDER OF THE YEAR: DAVID YUILL 
2007 PLUG UGLY AWARD: CHRIS PENNO 
2007 CO-CHIEF’S AWARD: STEVEN ZAMORA & CHRIS PENNO 


I am extremely proud of these people for the incredible contributions they have 
made to the department and the community. I am also very proud of each and every 
member of the department for the dedication, hard work and tremendous sacrifices 
they make day in and day out in providing such compassionate and professional | 
service to the citizens of the City of Warrenton, the Warrenton Rural Fire Protec- 
tion District, and all of the tourists and visitors they come in contact with each 
year. The City of Warrenton depends on many volunteers to perform a number 
of duties and services each year, however, NO group or organization comes even 
remotely close to dedicating the time or making the sacrifices that your volunteer 
firefighters give to the city. 

This group of professionals answered 768 calls for emergency assistance last 
year. These calls don’t always come at convenient or scheduled times. They come 
at breakfast, lunch and dinner time. They come at | a.m. in the morning after a 
long, hard day at work. They come on Saturday afternoon in the middle of a home 
project. 

Our community is truly blessed to have such a dedicated and professional 
group of volunteers who are willing to deliver life and property saving services in 
such a cost effective and efficient manner. No, these people are not your average 
community volunteers who are looking for something to do once in awhile when 
it is convenient. They are true professionals who respond when someone who is 
probably having one of the worst days of their life calls for help. You should all let 
these people know how proud you are of them and of what they accomplish. 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 
BUDGET COMMITTEE ROSTER 


A. DEON HARRIS 


655NW9TH 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 


Term Ends: 12/31/10 


SHARON HERMANSON 
1355 SW RIDGE RD. 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 
Term Ends: 12/31/08 


DIANE COLLIER 

1033 SE ANCHOR AVE. 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 
Term Ends: 12/31/09 


KENNETH YUILL 
580 Hwy. 101., Alt. 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 
Term Ends: 12/31/09 


MELORA HITCHMAN 
PO BOX 203 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 
Term Ends: 12/31/10 


MAYOR GIL GRAMSON 
1197 SW PINE DRIVE 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 
Term Ends: 12/31/10 


COMMISSIONER MARK KUJALA 
PO BOX 762 

WARRENTON, OR 97146 

Term Ends: 12/31/08 


COMMISSIONER TERRY FERGUSON 
PO BOX 12 

HAMMOND, OR 97121 

Term Ends: 12/31/08 


COMMISSIONER FRANK ORRELL 
702 SW JUNIPER AVE. 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 

Term Ends: 12/31/08 


COMMISSIONER DICK HELLBERG 
900 SE ANCHOR AVE. 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 

Term Ends: 12/31/10 
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Warrenton dismisses its city manager 


It's not the first time Polasek has made a hasty departure 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


Friday, January 11, 2008 


Warrenton - After less than five months as Warrenton's city manager, Preston 
Polasek and the city have parted ways. 


At a special meeting Thursday, Mayor Gil Gramson announced Polasek's contract 
was terminated. 


It's not the first time Polasek has made a hasty departure from a job in city 
government. In August 1999, he resigned his position as Talent's city 

a administrator after just seven weeks in the wake of complaints against him, 
according to a story in the Medford Mail Tribune. 

Polasek was not present Thursday and the circumstances leading up to the City 
Commission's action were not disclosed. However, Polasek left with a severance 
agreement that pays him a total of $60,750 at the rate of two $3,375 payments a 
month for nine months. 


4. 


Preston Polasek The city will continue to pay Polasek's family's medical and life insurance 
premiums for nine months unless he gets another job with benefits before then, and the city will pay Public Employee 
Retirement 


System (PERS) contributions for Polasek for nine months. 


Mayor Gil Gramson and Commissioners Frank Orrell and Dick Hellberg voted to approve the severance agreement. 
Commissioner Mark Kujala declared a potential conflict of interest and did not vote; Commissioner Terry Ferguson was 
absent because of illness. 


Although Gramson and the other commissioners declined to comment on the reasons behind their decision to act this 
week, it had been rumored that Polasek generally was not well-liked by city staff. He definitely had a rocky relationship 
with the Warrenton Business Association after attempting to take $15,500 from the WBA's contingency fund even 
though the board had voted unanimously against it. 


At the Nov. 13 Commission meeting, WBA Chairwoman Frida Fraunfelder said she likely would have resigned if 
Polasek had been allowed to go through with it. WBA Vice-chairwoman Krista Bingham also spoke against Polasek's 
proposal, saying he had "undermined" the board. 


Reading from a prepared statement, Gramson said, "The city of Warrenton and its city manager, Preston Polasek, have 
agreed to end their working relationship, effective Jan. 10, 2008. We wish Preston the best of success in his future public 
service career. The city wishes to move in a different direction and will immediately begin the search for a new 
manager." 
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This time, the search will be facilitated by the League of Oregon Cities. When Polasek was hired, the city had done its 
own search without outside help. Polasek was one of four finalists from a pool of 20 applicants. Two of the finalists took 
different jobs and another withdrew his application, leaving Polasek as the only candidate to replace retiring Ed Madere. 


Polasek came to Warrenton from Clatskanie, where he had been city manager for seven years and apparently was well- 
liked. Gramson, who is municipal judge for the city of Clatskanie, knew and liked Polasek. Kujala and Orrell made a trip 
to Clatskanie to check out his references and came away satisfied. Polasek's wife and two children continued to live in 


sie home in Clatskanie, while he rented an apartment in Astoria. His salary was $81,000 plus a $300 monthly car 
allowance. 


The Commission appointed Warrenton Police Chief Robert Maxfield to act as interim city manager, and he will continue 
to run the police department. 


Gramson said Maxfield is the city's most experienced department head and has the confidence of city staff. His pay will 
be raised to $6,200 a month while he does double duty. 


Maxfield told the Commission he is confident he can handle both jobs for the time being. "We have a good crew and I 
really don't expect any problems," he said. 


After the meeting, Maxfield said he intends to make sure city business gets taken care of. Issues of importance include an 
appeal of a Federal Emergency Management Agency ruling on the city's dikes and a water rate study that's under way. 


He will also work with the newly-hired public works director, Marc Howatt, who starts his job this month. "We need to 
keep the city moving forward," Maxfield said. 


Related Links 
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Warrenton narrows search for manager 

The Daily Astorian 

Thursday, April 03, 2008 

Warrenton - The city's next city manager could be its current one, Bob Maxfield. 

Warrenton's Chief of Police, has been wearing two hats since the abrupt departure of the previous city 


manager, Preston Polasek, in January, after less than five months on the job. Warrenton Mayor Gil Gramson 
said Maxfield is among 29 applicants for the permanent position, which closed March 21. 


Maxfield, Unlike last time, this recruitment process is being handled by the League of Oregon Cities. Gramson said 
Warrenton LOC Director Mike McCauley will review the applications and come up with a short list of about five top 
Police candidates to discuss with the City Commission April 15. 
Chief 
The position has a salary range of $80,000 to $90,000, with generous benefits. The job description specifies that the city 
manager is required to live in Warrenton and be an active, involved member of the community. 


Preferred qualifications include "an open and effective leadership style" as well as experience and skills in land use, 
public works, local government finance, intergovernmental relations, labor relations, personnel, grants and economic 


development. "Experience with tourism, coastal communities, marinas and forestry would be a plus," according to the 
application. 


Related Links 
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Congressman 
David Wu visits 
Warrenton 


Congressman David Wu 
visited Warrenton on Au- 
gust 7, walking around town 
greeting residents and shop 
owners. Wu had been on 
the coast Aug. 6 and 7, 

_ visiting the airplane crash 
site in Gearhart. Wu was 

on a two-week community 
tour of the district. Pictured 
is Warrenton Mayor Gil 
Gramson, Congressman 
David Wu and his children, 
Sarah and Matthew. 

(Photo by Hal McMahan) 


Home Depot sets its opening date 


Friday, August 08, 2008 


WARRENTON - The new Home Depot store in Warrenton will officially open Aug. 18 at 6 a.m. 
The store will be open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Mondays through Saturdays and from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sundays. 


Official grand opening ceremonies will be Aug. 20 at 6 p.m. at the store, where there will be refreshments, prize giveaways and vendor 
demonstrations. 


Home Depot will also present two $1,000 checks to local nonprofit programs - one to Clatsop CASA and the other to Clatsop 


Community Action Committee. 


The store has all of the features of a Home Depot, but has more show room than some older stores, with ideas and options for 
remodeling kitchens and bathrooms. 


_ Areplica of NASCAR champion Tony Stewart's racing car will be in the parking lot of the store from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday for a 
| meet-and-greet with the staff of the store. NASCAR experts, activities for children and refreshments are planned for the event. 


Rev up your motors for a meet 
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and greet at The Home Depot 


By DAVID HOLLEY 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — A replica of 
NASCAR champion Tony Stewart’s 
racing car will be in the parking lot of 
Warrenton’s new Home Depot Sun- 
day for a meet and greet with the staff 
of the store. 

A trailer with NASCAR mer- 
chandise for sale, as well as experts 
about the sport, will be on hand at the 
event, which runs from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The staff of the new store will 
also host a building project for young 
children, aiding the kids in building 
a small replica bank shaped like a 
castle. 

And if it gets too hot on Sunday, 
the store is providing snow cones and 
popcorn. 

The new store will not officially 
open until Aug. 14 at 6 a.m. 

Sunday’s event is a way to spark 
interest in the new store. 

“T think it'll be fun” said Lori 
Sarancik, the store manager. 

Sarancik is one of about 20 people 
who the company transferred to the 
Warrenton area for the new store. 
The rest of the employees — about 80 
total — were hired locally. 


Sarancik, who started with the 
company 20 years ago as a cashier, 
said she hired many people with expe- 
rience in related fields, including for- 
mer flooring installers, carpenters, 
and even a few people from the U.S. 
Coast Guard. 

“It’s been a great representation 
of the entire area,” said Sarancik. 

The store has all of the typical fea- 
tures of a Home Depot, but has more 
show room than some older stores, 
with ideas and options for remodeling 
kitchens and bathrooms. Sarancik said 
it also has a large depth of inventory, 
something that is helpful for con- 
tractors. 

Plus, being a new store, “it’s much 
fancier,” said Sarancik. 

The replica car that will be at the 
store on Sunday represents the No. 20 
Home Depot Chevrolet driven by 
NASCAR’s Tony Stewart. The event 
is one of the few opportunities local 
NASCAR fans will have to see one of 
the cars so close, said Kathryn Gal- 
lagher, senior manager of communi- 
cations for The Home Depot. 


Before the store officially opens © 


Aug. 14, local residents can take a 
tour of the store at 6 p.m. Aug. 13, 
when local elected officials and busi- 


MORE INFO. 


Meet and greet with The 
Home Depot employees and 
NASCAR No. 20 Home Depot 
Chevrolet between 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Sunday at 1650 S.E. 
Ensign Lane, Warrenton. 


DEDICATION CEREMONY 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday 


ness leaders will gather for a dedica- | 


tion ceremony. 

There will be prize giveaways and 
refreshments at the ceremony. The 
company will also give a $2,000 
donation to a local nonprofit, which 


they plan to announce in coming days. | 


Lum’s Auto Center staff will also 
be on hand, as well as representatives 
from the Coast Guard and local fire 
departments. Detains about the ded- 
ication ceremony are still in the works. 

The new store, located at 1650 
S.E. Ensign Lane in Warrenton off 
Highway 101, is still accepting job 
applications, which can be found at 


, careers.homedepot.com 


| 
| 
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Warrenton Mayor Gil Gramson cuts the ribbon at the dedication ceremony last Sunday for the 
new WarrentonDogPark. Pictured holding the ribbon is Jann Luesse, and behind her Jim Scheller, 
who were the main organizers in constructing the dog park. Nearly 150 people attended the 
ceremony. Mayor Gil Gramson said the dog park is being used on a daily basis. “It’s being used 


from daylight to dark,” he said. “It’s probably the most used park in Warrenton. 
(Photo by Trish Nevan) 


Dollar Tree will open store 
in Warrenton next to Staples | 


By Gary Nevan 
Another large chain store is coming to Warrenton. Dollar Tree will locate in the same complex as Staples 
Office Supply and Big 5 Sporting Goods near Home Depot on U.S. Highway 101, according to Warrenton City 
Planner Carol Parker. 
Dollar Tree has general merchandise and every item costs only $1. The company started in 1986 in Dalton, 
Georgia. It now operates 3,517 stores in 48 states. It has annual sales over $3 billion. 
“It’s like an old-time variety store,” Parker said. | 


In other development news, Parker said the site design application for the new Costco store on Highway 101 
is expected into her office in the next couple of weeks 


City receives $125,000 in fuel tax revenues since November 


The City of Warrenton has received approximately $125,000 in fuel tax revenues from November 2007 to May 
2008. The city implemented a 3 cent per gallon fuel tax last year to pay for city street maintenance and repair. 
The city has started work on street repair projects including work in S.E. Dolphin Avenue. 
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Th cS O Nn ly off-leash dog park on the Oregon Coast officially opened last August 


in Warrenton. 
It all started back in 2006, when four Warrenton women decided they were going to somehow 


build a secure park where dogs could play and socialize. They approached the city of Warrenton, 
which graciously agreed to donate a 2/3-acre parcel of an existing city park. © 

Volunteers joined together to clear brush, landscape the terrain, and install 5-foot-tall chain 
link fence. Local businesses donated materials for the project and community members donated 
funds. The ferocious storm of December 2007 that crippled the North Coast couldn’t deter the 
dog park builders, even when a 100-foot tall Sitka spruce fell on their newly installed fence. 

The Warrenton Dog Park features separate fenced areas for large and small dogs, a cemented 
double-gated entry, drinking water, restrooms, pet waste stations, park benches, dog washing area, 
easy access parking, ADA accessibility, and in the near future, evening lighting. 

Both local residents and visitors can be seen enjoying the park with their four-legged friends. 
Warrenton’s Mayor Gil Gramson says the park is the most popular one in Warrenton. “Every time 
I drive by, either in the morning or afternoon, I see people and their dogs having fun,” he says. 


“It’s a wonderful addition to our city.” & 


_its a wonder! ae 
Gary Nevan is the publisher and editor of the Columbia Press, the weekly community newspaper in Warrenton. He and his wife, Trish, also 
publish Bow-wow! Dog News for Dog Lovers. 
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Coming soon to a 
community near you 


Warrenton’s decisions will make it 
a more expensive place to live 


B: most measures, Warren- 
ton’s requests last week for 
more taxes from its citizens are 
modest and probably deserve 
approval on the Nov. 4 ballot. 
Development fee hikes also 
aren’t wildly out of line. 

But just the same, a familiar 
pattern is emerging. A succession 
of reflexive pro-growth decisions 
by city leaders is resulting in 
Warrenton becoming a more 
expensive place to live. 

Warrenton is hardly alone in 
making the mistake of thinking 
growth pays for itself. So it is 
for property owners who parlay 
humble forests into residential 
subdivisions or other high-dollar 
uses. However, municipalities 
themselves almost invariably dis- 
cover that local tax levels don’t 
adequately encompass the need 
for expanded fire protection, 
police, planning, water, sewer 
and other services. Playing catch- 
up requires making long-term 
residents pay for services they 
wouldn’t have needed in the 
absence of growth. 

It’s not that Warrenton’s deci- 
sions to dramatically expand its 
commercial, residential and 
industrial zones are vile or use- 
less. Particularly if large-scale 
liquefied natural gas terminals 
come to be located in Clatsop 
County, we will need additional 
housing. Warrenton’s devotion 
to big-box retailers and car deal- 
ers provides shopping options 
for residents throughout the 
region. 

If there is a mistake or false- 
hood, it lies in the unspoken 


assumption by small-town lead- 
ers that their decisions are 1so- 
lated from one another. There is 
a reluctance to consider how a 


governmental philosophy of 7 


always saying “yes” will result in 
fundamental changes to the com- 
munity and its neighbors. 

It is all well and good to set 


out to become Clatsop County’s | 


next “big city” if council mem- 
bers and citizens understand that 
is where they are going. In War- 
renton’s case, there is little evi- 
dence there was much fore- 
thought devoted to it. 

This all singles out Warren- 
ton, but it is hardly alone in hay- 
ing leaders who risk falling off 


the merry-go-round in their avid — 


pursuit of the brass ring of eco- 
nomic development. Clatsop 
County commissioners and for- 
mer Astoria port commissioners 
both have blithely stumbled onto 


complex and perilous paths with | 


their embrace of LNG. Again, 
the mistake is in not compre- 
hending the enormous long-term 
consequences of simple little 
votes in poorly attended public 
meetings. 

As much as anything, this 
latter point is key: If more citi- 
zens showed up and paid atten- 
tion to what elected officials are 
doing, they wouldn’t be surprised 
when their taxes go up, traffic 
congestion increases and forests 
are removed. The only people 
who tend to show up at council 
meeting are those who want 
something. More people who 
just want to be left in peace need 
to speak up. 


yee be Ras 
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NEW POLICE CHIEF ON THE JOB 


Warrenton’s new police chief, Mathew Workman, started his new position on Oct. 1. Workman is 
the former chief of police for Vernonia. Chief Workman said he plans to hand out candy to local 
kids in front of the Warrenton Police Station on Halloween (Friday, Oct. 31), and encourages the 


community to drop by and Say hi. 
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UPS Store to open in Tillamook 


Warrenton store owners plan 
to manage second postal shop 


Owners of The UPS Store in Warrenton are in 
the process of opening a second store in Tilla- 
mook. 

“We expect the new UPS Store to open in late 
September or early October and to be as suc- 
cessful as we’ve been in Warrenton,” said Cindy 
Yingst, who will own both locations with her hus- 


band, D.B. Lewis. 

The Warrenton store has consistently been 
the No. 1 packaging store in the state since it 
opened in September 2006. The store is insured 
to package and ship items in value up to $50,000. 

The Tillamook store will be in the Tillamook 
Coastal Plaza, near Tillamook Sporting Goods, 
on Main Avenue North. 

For the first six months of the new store, 
Lewis will spend most of his time in Tillam- 
ook, managing it. Yingst will be the designated 


manager of the Warrenton store. 

In addition to the store, the couple has pur- 
chased a second commercial location in Tillam- 
ook, which will be used as a warehouse. 

Among the services and products offered ai 
both UPS Stores are shipping, packaging, print- 
ing, copying, blueprints, very large color print- 
ing, laminating, binding, mailbox rentals, postal 
services, notary public, faxing, office supplies. 
greeting cards, calendars, engraved items anc 
rubber stamps. 


Warrenton 
selects chief 
of police 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The new Warrenton 
chief of police will be Mathew J. Workman, 
who heads the Vernonia department. 

City Manager Bob Maxfield made the 
announcement at Tuesday’s Warrenton City 
Commission meeting. Workman is expected 
to start Oct. 1 at a salary yet to be finalized. 
Salary range for the position is $55,000 to 
$65,000. 

“T am very impressed with chief Work- 
man’s credentials and work ethic and I look 
forward to passing the baton to chief Work- 
man as Warrenton’s new chief of police,” 
said Maxfield, who has been serving as both 
chief of police and city manager since Jan- 
uary. He noted that Workman had applied for 
the position of Warrenton chief of police in 
2003, when Maxfield was selected. 

Workman, currently chief of the Ver- 
nonia Police Department, was one of six 
finalists selected from 23 applicants for the 
Warrenton position. The selection process 
included interviews by two panels, one con- 
sisting of community members, the other of 
city department heads. He also passed a com- 
prehensive background check conducted by 

Clatsop County Sheriff Tom Bergin. 

Workman hails from Wymore, Neb. He 
began his law enforcement career in 1991 as 
a police officer with the Hastings (Neb.) 
Police Department, where he rose to the rank 
of administrative sergeant. In May 2004, he 
accepted the Vernonia Chief of Police posi- 
tion. 

Workman holds a bachelor’s degree in 
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ON THE | 
‘BEAT | 


By Warrenton Police Chief 
Mathew Workman 


In 1983, President Ronald Reagan started to commemorate 
“National Missing Children’s Day” every year on May 25th. The 
day serves as an annual reminder to the nation to renew efforts to 
reunite missing children with their families, remember those who 
are still missing, and make child protection a national priority. Here 
in Warrenton, National Missing Children’s Day has an even more 
distinctive meaning as we still have an active missing child case 
in Joan Leigh Hall, missing since September 1983 when she was a 
teenager. 

To heighten the awareness of children’s safety issues the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) has created a 
program called “Take 25.” The Take 25 program focuses on preven- 
tion by encouraging parents, guardians, and other trusted-adult role 
models to spend time with kids teaching them ways to be safer. 

Children will face many potential risks throughout their lives. The 
potential risks can be minimized when parents and guardians take 
the time to speak to their children about safety and safety concepts. 
We all know it is not possible for parents and guardians to be with 
their children every minute of the day, but we can spend time talk- 
ing to them, setting appropriate limits, and helping them make good 
choices. A small amount of prevention can make a huge impact in 
the life of a child. 

I would encourage all parents, guardians, and adult role models 
to visit the website at www.take25.org. On the website you will find 
ways to be informed about things like abduction, sexual exploitation 
and internet dangers. There are safety tips for kids while they are at 
home, at school, on the internet or out and about. You can find dis- 
cussion guidelines on how to talk to your children and activity ideas 
to help you get the message across to your children. There are also 
ideas and suggestions on how to get involved to make your children 
safer and to help make your community a safer place. 

The key is taking the time and making the effort to communicate 
with your children about the potential dangers that they and their 
friends may face. Besides helping your children to be safer, the time 


and effort you take will certainly enhance your relationship with 
your children. 


Chief Workman was also finalist in Astoria 


Continued from Page 1 


criminal justice from the University 
of Nebraska and a master’s degree in 
organizational management from the 
University of Phoenix. His volun- 
teer experience includes the Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement Torch 
Run and several police events and 
fund raisers in the community. 

He and his wife, Tessy Work- 
man, have a 14-year-old daughter 
and a nine-year-old son. 


Workman was also a finalist last 
spring for the Astoria chief posi- 
tion, which was filled this month 
by Peter Curzon. The other five 
finalists for the Warrenton position 
were Turner Chief Gary Will; 
Ronald Pumphrey, former Oakville, 
Wash., chief of police; and three 
members of the Astoria Police 
Department: Assistant Chief Alan 
Oja, Sgt. Brian Aydt and Sgt. Brad 
Johnston. 

The Warrenton Police Depart- 


ment has seven full-time officers in 
addition to the chief and five police 
reserves. Maxfield said the depart- 
ment has been doing fine during the 
months since he had to divide his 
time between his jobs as both chief 
of police and city manager. “It’s a 
very good crew. They ’re self-moti- 
vated and they represent the com- 
munity in a positive manner,’ Max- 
field said. He expects the new chief 
“to see some opportunities out there 
and move the department forward.” 
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Growth is not necessarily good 


Warrenton voters should continue tax levy, but recognize expansion’s limits 


Tuesday, May 05, 2009 


Warrenton voters certainly should vote in favor of Measure 4-146, the renewal of a 28-cent per $1,000 property tax levy that provides 
vital augmentation for the police force. At the same time, citizens there should ponder exactly what their leaders have wrought in recent 
years. 


With 4,650 residents spread out over 18 square miles, Warrenton has to the biggest small town in Oregon - maybe in the Pacific 
Northwest. This started with the fairly logical consolidation of Warrenton and Hammond in the 1990s, but has continued apace with 
various and sundry annexations. 


This means Warrenton has about 21/2 acres per person, raising all sorts of problems in terms of providing municipal services including 
policing. Even though the population tends to be congregated into clumps, there are significant issues caused by the sheer size of the 
place compared to what its people can reasonably afford. 


With seven officers to provide full-time, year-round police protection, Warrenton is at about the bare minimum required for public 
safety. Exactly how Chief of Police Mathew Workman manages to juggle this with regard to vacations, illnesses and other normal 
personnel issues is something of a mystery. He and his officers certainly deserve thanks for managing as well as they do, especially 
considering an increasing workload as a bad economy upsets the equilibrium of local families. 


In theory, Oregon's growth-management laws are supposed to curtail sprawl. They obviously haven't worked in Warrenton, where year 
after year leaders have embraced aggressive expansion. 


Experts in urban issues long ago disproved the assumption that adding more houses and businesses produces more than enough taxes to 
pay off in any reasonable timeframe. In fact, it can take decades before a city's income from development catches up with its expenses. 
In the meantime, current residents make up the difference or make the sacrifices in terms of diluted services. 


This will be particularly true for Warrenton, which in essence fell into the national housing trap of buying more house than it needed, 
assuming the market would always be up and up. Its recent growth has brought the levy rate down seven cents from last year's failed 


proposal for an eighth police officer. But with the real estate market having now dramatically slowed, it will be interesting to see what 
happens with rates in the future. 


Warrenton owns its situation now and must make do. It ought to take a very long breather before taking on any more tempting 
opportunities. It also is an example of the kind of growth a small municipal government should not take on. 
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Si Seti 


Workers for Big River Construction of Astoria are currently installing an 18-inch waterline under U.S. 
Highway 101 and Marlin Avenue. The project is expected to be completed by August 14. 
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Thrift stores fill a need during 
tough economic times 
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Owner Tim DeGandi welcomes bargain hunters at the North Coast Community Thrift Store in downtown Warrenton. 


By Bruce Dustin 
For The Columbia Press 

Entering Tim DeGandi’s North Coast Community Thrift 
Store on Main Street in downtown Warrenton wasn’t a foreign 
feeling for me. I grew up going to second hand stores. There 
were four of us boys and Mom and Dad would buy us one 
pants and shirt outfit a year, usually towards the end of the 
summer and in anticipation of the ensuing start of school. 
The rest of our outfits would be hand-me-downs—hand-me- 
downs from my brothers, from my cousins, from the thrift 
stores. 

When I saw North Coast’s array of shoes I momentarily 
stopped, out of a sense of nostalgia, not need, and assessed 
the styles and sizes. It was like hearing a song from my past 
and recognizing how important it had been at some place 
in time. 

We were Mormon and they had a great network of used 
clothing. Mom would bring home big boxes of shoes that my 
brothers and I would paw through. And then she would pass 
them on. There was no shame in used clothing. 

Comfort is the big issue for me now. I don’t want anything 


too tight. Back when I was a boy, though, it had more to do 
with endurance. I’d go through shoes, then, like hot cakes. 
And I'd never retire a pair in those times just because I was 
bored of wearing them or because they didn’t fit well. More 
often than not I’d retire shoes because they would literally 
fall apart—I could no longer keep them strapped to my feet. 
You'd never believe how many times I went down the street 
with the sole of a shoe flapping, never considering for a mo- 
ment that I’d get rid of it, just preoccupied with how I was 
going to get the sole to adhere once again to the body. 

And so I found myself standing in front of those shoes in 
DeGandi’s shop, allowing their ambiance to pull me back 
into my childhood, thinking that maybe I needed to invest in 
another pair, maybe of the knock-around variety. I suddenly 
remembered, though, a pair of dress shoes that I bought before 
my son, Alex, was born. They lie forlornly in the corner of 
my closet, obviously used but promising plenty of life yet. 
I don’t wear them much anymore, don’t have occasion to, 
but I can’t quite find the heart to throw them out, to discard 


of them. 
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Thrift stores doing well during tough economic times 


Continued from page 1 

I wandered away from the 
display of shoes, over toward the 
clothing hanging from racks. 

There were those years, even 
when Sandy and I were first mar- 
ried, that I saw nothing wrong 
with purchasing used clothing. 
I couldn’t understand, for 
the life of me, why some- 
one had discarded perfectly 
wearable pants, and wasn’t | 
I fortunate that they were # 
just about in my size. Being F 
the “right” size was never a 
prerequisite for ownership. F 
Sometimes they’d be a little 5’ 
tight, but tight in those days 
meant something different. 
It didn’t denote that bulge 
of flab overflowing and 
obscuring the tops of my 
britches that I find reflected 
back to me in today’s mir- 
ror. 

I thought growing up and 
arriving financially meant 
not having to frequent thrift 
stores any longer. But De- 
Gandi, a life-long resident 
of the North Coast, a 1976 
graduate of Seaside High 
School and a transplant to the 
Warrenton community, told me 
that many upper-class and seem- 
ingly wealthy people frequent his 
shop—budget conscious people, 
smart shoppers. And, sure, he ad- 


mits, the state of our economy 
has affected his store’s outlook 
on life. In the nearly four years 
that he’s been in this location 
he’s noticed a steady increase in 
business. 

“Usable stuff is selling well,” 
he informed me. “Clothing, 


the dust. I’ve had a green shirt 
that my sister-in-law bought for 
me years ago. It has holes in the 
elbows and every time I put it on 
my wife asks me to throw it out. 
It embarrasses her to be seen with 
me in that shirt. It has sentimental 
value, I tell her. My sister-in-law 
is going to die some day, and 
it’s the only thing I'll have to 


mental remember her by, I explain 


I'd go through shoes, 
then, like hot cakes. 
And Vid never retire 
a pair in those times 


just because I was 
bored of wearing 


them or because they 


didn’t fit well. 


kitchen items—pots and pans, 
used furniture, tools, video 
tapes/DVDs, books.” 

On the other side of this issue 
is that I no longer hand down my 
usable clothes. I don’t discard of 
anything until it has utterly bitten 


5 to Sandy, feigning as though 
I’m holding back a tear. 

That’s something that 
DeGandi pointed out to 
me, wanted written down 
verbatim. 

“If you give stuff to 
me to recycle in my store, 
you're keeping local people 
employed, and you're help- 
ing local people on a fixed 
income.” 

My closet is exploding. 
I’ve old shirts that have lost 
their color and shape, not to 
mention their elbows. I’ve 
pants that I’ve outgrown in 
both size and style, angling 
for that more relaxed fit these 
days. I actually buy my pants 
oversized and I have a vast 
array of belts in different colors 
and styles. I’ve wondered about 
the efficacy of suspenders. And 
those old black shoes, I’Il bet they 
could find a more useful home, a 
more appreciative wearer. 


Sixty percent of DeGandi’s 
inventory is from donations. 

I can’t with a clear conscience 
just summarily throw my clothes 
away. But, yeah, I guess I could 
donate them to a good cause. 
And with the economy in the 
state that it’s in, this would be a 
responsible thing to do. I actually 
think it wise to build some good 
karma here, too. Who knows 
when I’ll be visiting DeGandi 
out of necessity. 

I clean out my closet, ear- 
marking those clothes that I 
want to go to North Coast, but I 
put the shirt aside, drape it over 
a chair at the end of the bed. I'd 
never dream of relinquishing 
it to adoption. I fold it gently, 
taking special care with the 
ragged strands that insinuate 
themselves into my conscious- 
ness. I hold it reverently in my 
outstretched hands and place it 
high on a shelf, behind boxes of 
things Ill have to go through on 
another day, high on a shelf away 
from prying eyes, out of harm’s 
way. I stoop over and pick up the 
black shoes in the corner, pause 
for a moment, consider my op- 
tions, contemplate putting them 
back, but I don’t. I look at them 
as though I’m saying goodbye to 
an old friend at a railway station, 
and then I place them on the De- 
Gandi pile. 
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Fred Meyer celebrates 
two decades in Warrenton 


by Joanne Rideout 
joanne@crbizjournal.com 


his month, the Fred Meyer store in 
Warrenton celebrates its 20th year 
in operation. 

Judging by the store’s ongoing success 
even during the current recession, the 
company has a lot to be happy about. 

Last month, CRBJ interviewed two 
Fred Meyer Warrenton employees, Store 
Director Thomas Smelser and Apparel 
Manager Linda Mendenhall. 

Mendenhall, who helped open the 
Warrenton Fred Meyer 20 years ago and 
has worked there ever since, said she re- 
members that the community was initially 
ambivalent about the new store. 

She said when residents heard about 
the big retailer coming to town, there were 
essentially two opposing points of view. 

“One thought was ‘what is it going to 
to do to the mom and pop stores, and on 
the other side it was ‘I don’t have to go to 
Portland,” she said. 

From the beginning, Fred Meyer of- 
fered more opportunity to shoppers partly 
because the store was open at 7:00 am and 
closed late. Two decades later, Fred Meyer 
is still a popular place to shop. 

Mendenhall said one key to the store’s 
success was that staff made every effort to 
find out what locals wanted to buy and add 


it to the store’s inventory. Smelser agreed. 

“Most Fred Meyer stores have a tiny 
bait refrigerator,” he said, noting that the 
Warrenton store’s bait cooler is huge by 
comparison, catering to the popularity 
of fishing locally. The store also carries 
clam guns and other fishing gear, not to 
mention the many, many fishing licenses 
issued there. 

Since the recession hit last fall, Smelser 
said the store has continued to do well, but 
what customers are buying has shifted. 

“People are buying fewer large screen 
TVs, but they’re buying more groceries,” 
he said, and surmised that shoppers are 
eating more at home instead of going out 
to dine. 

“People are watching ads carefully,” 
Mendenhall added. 

The biggest seller by far? Convention- 
ally grown bananas - the store sells more 
of the fruit than any other item in its in- 
ventory. 

Smelser said his observation has been 
that tourism in the area may even be up 
compared to last summer. 

“People are still going to come to the 
beach, still going to Seaside camping,” he 
said. 

The Warrenton Fred Meyer recently 
revamped and expanded its furniture 
department, in response to customer de- 
mand. Smelser said some customers are 
buying furnishings for their vacation 


Fred Meyer Apparel Manager Linda Mendenhall (left) and Store Director Thomas Smelser said 
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grocery sales are up at the Warrenton Fred Meyer store. Photo: Joanne Rideout 


homes in the area. 

“We're doing really well in furniture 
sales,” he said. “We had a lot in the stock 
room that wasn’t out on the floor.” 

Another change: the store now has 
reorganized some of its departments to 
make it easier for customers to see what’s 
available for sale. 

“The tool aisle, for instance,” Smelser 
said. “All the tools are now on one long 
aisle.” 

The store also recently expanded its 
natural foods department, again in re- 
sponse to customer demand. 

The Fred Meyer Warrenton store is 
a big contributor to local charities - over 
the past three years they’ve donated over 
$45,000 in equipment, scholarships and 
funding. 

Smelser said the money comes from 
customers who donate spare change at 
registers, and from store employees who 


also make contributions. Funds are donat- 
ed under the auspices of the Fred Meyer 
Fund, but the endeavor is a homegrown 
project meant to benefit area agencies and 
organizations. 

“All the money stays local,” he said. 

The contributions are separate from 
work done by the Meyer Memorial Trust, 
a philanthropic organization created by 
Fred G. Meyer, the founder of the Fred 
Meyer chain, which is now owned by The 
Kroger Co, 

The Fred Meyer Warrenton store em- 
ploys 240 people; about 20 have been with 
the store since it opened. 

Smelser said he has not laid off any 
employees during the recession - in fact, 
he’s looking to hire more people. 

He said the company’s approach, both 
as a retailer and community member, is 
centered on customers. 

“It’s about listening to what people 
want,” he said. T 


Carruthers 
professional 
staff to relocate 
to Astoria 


CEDR-provided financial 
assistance a factor in jobs | 
staying in the area 


by Greg Cohen | 
for CRBJ 


AS about a business downsiz- 
ing is rarely good news. Recent- 
ly, however, the willingness of a compa- 
ny to consider alternatives — and creative 
financial assistance from Clatsop Eco- 
nomic Development Resources— resulted 
in a simple facilities downsizing that en- 
sured the continued presence in the area 
of the company’s professional staff, and 
their accompanying payroll of over halfa | 


million dollars a year. é 
Carruthers Equipment Company in 


Carruthers 


continued from page 1 


Warrenton is a food-processing equipment 
manufacturer with a 60-year history in the 
area. Carruthers was purchased by Kan- 
sas-based Catalyst Equity Group in 2007. 
Soon thereafter, the business’ manufactur- 
ing, assembly and warehouse operations 
were moved to Kansas or were outsourced 
to other companies. 

Remaining at the Warrenton location at 
that time were nine Carruther’s professional 
staff members. They included the company’s 
design engineers, sales and marketing staff, 


and service personnel. The approximately: 


31,000 sq. ft. of space Carruther’s occupied 
was excessively large and not cost-efficient 
for such a small staff. 

The search for a smaller facility oc- 
curred as the lease on its present location 
was about to expire, said Adam Anderson, 
Catalyst president. He confirmed to CRBJ 
that his company has 
agreed to a four-year 
lease of the space 
formerly occupied 
by P&L Johnson Me- 
chanical in a building 
located at 441 30" St. 


in Astoria. 
The new site, 
which — Carruthers 


will move into on 
Nov. 1, will provide 
7,500 sq. ft. of space. 
The building is 
owned by Fred Van 
Horn. 


The cost for the 
move and transition 
were in the neigh- 
borhood of $60,000. 

CEDR stepped in to 

assist Catalyst finan- 

cially, making the re- 

location to Astoria extremely palatable and 
off-setting Carruthers possible move out of | 
the area. 

CEDR, a public/private economic devel- 
opment organization that launched about six 
months ago, assisted in securing a $30,000 
state economic development loan for costs 
associated with the move to the new facility. 
The company won’t have to repay the loan if 
it retains, at the minimum, the current level 
of staffing in the local area for the duration 
of the four-year lease. 

“The company is making a significant 
(investment) in transition costs and im- 
provements” at its new location, said Rick 
Gardner, CEDR director. “And we wanted 
to help make it more attractive for the com- 
pany to retain these well-paying jobs in 
Clatsop County.” 

Funding for the loan comes from the 
state’s Regional Investment Fund and was 
awarded for the local project by the North- 
west Oregon Economic Alliance. 

In transitioning its local operation to 
Astoria, the company’s parent owner is 
committing to keeping Carruthers main op- 
erations in the area. 

Making the move to the Astoria building 
will be all nine of Carruthers’ professional 
staff who currently work at the Warrenton 
facility. Nearly all of the local staff mem- 

bers are long-time Carruthers’ employees, 
with an average length of service with the 
company of 20 years. 

“These (employees) are the lifeblood of 
the company,” Anderson said. “They know 
the business better than anybody.” 


“Carruthers has had 
qa 60-year tradition in 
Oregon. We want the 
company to be there 


another 60 years.” — 


— Adam Anderson 
President 

Catalyst Equipment Co,, 
Carruthers’ parent company 


Anderson said it was always his goal 
to keep Carruthers’ core operations in Or- 
egon. 

“Carruthers has had a 60-year tradition 
in Oregon,” he told CRBJ. “We want the 
company to be there another 60 years.” 

Improvements at its new facility will 
include a state-of-the-art test kitchen where 
newly-designed food processing equipment 
will be evaluated and demonstrations will 
be held for the company’s clients, said Bob 
Zschoche, Caruthers’ chief engineer. 

“We want to create a showcase test 
kitchen that will be the most modern in the 
industry,” Zschoche said. 

In addition to getting a new address, 
Zschoche said Carruthers’ staff soon will 
receive specialized training to expand their 
professional skills and help them keep ahead 
of their competition. 

MTC Training and Placement Services 
will provide the classes, which will include 
training in the use of the Computer Aided 
Design/Computer Manufacturing (CAD/ 
CAM) system, office skills and Spanish 

classes. 

Zschoche lauded 
Catalyst’s sharehold- 
ers and company of- 
ficials for their com- 
mitment to keeping 
Carruthers’ core op- 
erations in Oregon. 

“Tt took a signifi- 
cant commitment on 
the part of Catalyst 
to keep us here,” he 
said. “I think it shows 
(Catalyst) recognizes 
the skills that we 
have here are impor- 
tant to the company’s 


success.” 

Founded in 
1945, Carruthers 
Equipment Com- 


pany manufactured 

the first automated 
tuna-filling machine. Today, the company 
is a leading designer and manufacturer of 
specialized food processing equipment sold 
worldwide for a variety of applications, 
including dry filling, viscous filling, slic- 
ing, dicing, shredding and portioning. The 
company’s customers include such leading 
food processing companies as Campbell 
Soup, ConAgra, Del Monte Foods, Kraft - 
Foods, Nestle Smithfield, Transocean and 
Tyson Food. 

Catalyst Equity Group, based in Hutchin- 
son, Kansas, invests in and operates small 
businesses primarily in the food processing 
and metal fabrication industries. t 
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Pew Foundation Involved in 
Recall 


Over the last 9 years, the Pew Foundation 
has been doing their best to put us local, 
ocean going drag fishermen out of busi- 
ness. I know this for a fact because I have 
been drag fishing for 25 years, the last 11 
years as skipper of several boats. I am 
_ currently the skipper of the 80 ft. F/V Iron 
Lady, out of Warrenton. Since 1999 there 
have been 3 separate area closures that 
_have closed a full 75 percent of our tradi- 
tional fishing grounds. Pew sponsored 
_extreme environmental groups and have 
_been involved with all three closures. 
_The Pew Foundation is now involved in 
the recall of our Clatsop County Com- 
PaSSLONEEEs and I’1l tell you how in just a 
Ltr. 


How on earth can an East Coast Founda- 
tion put you guys out of business, I’ve 
been asked? Very simple, with lots of 


Ba ese eae 
‘money. The Pew Foundation has plenty 
of that, at least $7.4 billion, and it has 
funneled loads of it to three main extreme 
environmental groups that have been 
| doing their best to put us out of business. 
Over the years they have given Oceana 
$22 million to pay their top notch lawyers 
‘to sue, and threaten to sue, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service into doing their 
bidding. The other two groups are the 
National Resources Defense Council (at 
‘least $4 million) and the Pacific Marine 
Conservation Council (at least 
$200,000.00), who has a local office. 
These three groups have consistently lob- 
_bied to close even more grounds to us, 
_and lately are trying to do this in the way 
_ of State of Oregon Marine Reserves. 


Okay, so you got pretty good facts show- 
ing that these groups are doing their best 
to shut you guys down, what about our 
Clatsop County Commissioners? Over 
‘the last three years our county commis- 
sioners have come to our aid on at least 
three occasions. In so doing, they have 
provoked the ire of these same extreme 
environmental groups. So, if you follow 
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who is recalling the commissioners, you 
will come to the startling realization that 
some are the same people. For example, 
the treasurer of the Jeff Hazen recall, and 
the agent listed in the Patricia Roberts 
recall, is a staff person in the local PMCC 
office. 


It seems the East Coast Pew Foundation 
isn’t satisfied with just putting some local 
family run fishing boats out of business, 
by doling out loads of money to local 
environmental activists, they want to con- 
trol our local politics as well. 


Please say NO to this recall 


Kevin Dunn 
F/V Iron Lady 
Astoria 
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Historic downtown Astoria has undergone a renaissance in New houses spring up in the Forest Rim subdivision in Warrenton. 
development and culture in the past five years and now boasts more _ They reflect the growth expected from the opening of large retail 
tourist attractions, shops, restaurants and upscale hotels thanever. _— stores such as Home Depot and a new Costco, coming this fall. 


When opposites attract 
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Together, Astoria and Warrenton make up one powerful tourist destination 


By LORI TOBIAS | THE OREGONIAN 


WARRENTON — 
eal estate broker Leslie Brophy likes to tell 
people her house is “by Costco.” 
That is how much she buys there, and it’s 
_ not the only store in Clatsop County regis- 
tering this Washington resident's ka-ching. 
“My shoes are from Gimre's, the shoe store that's 
been in downtown Astoria forever,” says Brophy, 
who lives and works on the Long Beach Peninsula. 
“My socks are from Costco in Warrenton, and when 
people from out of town ask me where to go for stuff, 


Construction workers 
build the new Costco in 
Warrenton (right). It’s 
scheduled to open later 
this fall. City leaders 
hope it will help attract 
more business to the 
north coast community. 
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I always send them to the cool shops in Astoria.” 
Brophy is not just a shopper, but also walking 
proof of the success story of two neighboring north 
coast cities with two very different tales. One, Asto- 
ria, the state’s oldest city, known for its history, mom 
and pop shops, local chefs and boutique hotels; the 
other, Warrenton, a blue-collar town that once pros- 
pered from fishing and lumber, now newly rein- 
vented as a regional shopping area big on big boxes. 
It would seem such opposing philosophies might 
inspire more squabbling than the Hatfields and 
McCoys — and yes, there is some of that. But even 


more so, it turns out opposites not only attract, they 
complement, setting up these two small towns to 
become one big destination draw, rich in culture, 
history, fine dining — and discount prices. 


Astoria 


Retired stockbroker Trish Bright discovered As- 
toria while driving to and from the upscale beach 
community of Gearhart, where she was building a 
second home. 

“I loved it,” says Bright, who lives in Kirkland, 

Please see TWO CITIES, Page B4 


Two outlooks 
Astoria and Warrenton have taken 
different approaches to keeping their 
economies vital. Astoria offers its 
history and charm, Warrenton its 


"K8toria 20) 
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This year saw the addition 
of passenger air service to the 
area, and 18 ships from more 
than half a dozen international 
cruise lines docked at the port 
in 2009. In 2010, cruise ships 


Two cities: 
Astoria added 


1 will visit for the first time in 
passenger alr winter months as they steam | 
. 09 toward the Olympic Gamesin 
service 1n 09 | Vancouver, B.C. 
| The benefits go far beyond 
Astoria, says Jack Crider, direc- 
Continued from Page BI | tor of the Port of Astoria. 
up “You are looking at 7,000 to 
Wash., near Seattle. “I’m from | 8,000 people hitting the down- 


Brooklyn, and I really miss the 
feel of the city where you can 
walk to the store, walk for cof- 
fee. Astoria is like a big city, but 


town at one time,” says Crider. 


ee 


it’s small.” 

Soon, Bright sold the Gearhart 
house and bought the Old Bank 
of Astoria, turning it into an 
events center that will soon also | 
includeaballroomandbou- 
tique. In doing so, she joined the 
long list of entrepreneurs who 
make this town unique. 

Although it has felt the pinch 
of the recession, Astoriacon- | 
tinues to blossom. But it wasn't 
always so. The 1980s and early 
’90s brought the crash of the 
seafood and timber industries, | 


and Astoria was more blight 
than bright. 

But in the late 1990s, the city 
known for its Victorian architec- 
ture and marine heritage saw 
its luck turn, and it has ridden 
a wave of transformation since. | 
Recent years have brought new | 
hotels, restaurants and public 
projects, as well as major ex- 
pansions and renovations on 
numerous old structures. 

There is but one big box, a 
Safeway, and therein lies its 
charm, says Skip Hauke, direc- 
tor of the Astoria Warrenton 
Chamber ofCommerceand _ 
former owner of the largest 
grocery store in town. 

“Astoria is tryingits best to 
maintain its historiccharac- 
ter and small town atmosphere | 

by concentrating on our small | 
shops and local entrepre- | 
neurs,” Hauke says. | 

The payoff has been dramatic. 

“This used to be a place you 
went through when you went 
to Seaside,” Hauke says. “But 
over the last 10 years, the re- 
naissance in tourism has been 
huge.” 


“This used to be a place you went through when you went 


to Seaside. But over the last 10 years, the renaissance in 


tourism has been huge.” 


Skip Hauke, 


director, Astoria Warrenton Chamber of Commerce 


a 


“The passengers go downtown 
to shop, and buses take them 
to Cannon Beach and Seaside. 
The crews come off and go to 
Costco and Fred Meyer. When 
you watch them go back on 
board, you see all the stuff they 
are carrying. They are shop- 
ping the whole county, and 
everybody is definitely happy 
with their purchases.” 


Warrenton 


Nine years ago, when Krista 
Bingham moved here, she 
thought she was pretty lucky 
to live in a small town close to 
the beach and still affordable 
enough to run her own busi- 
ness. 

Imagine her surprise then 


when new friends from neigh- 


boring Astoria, asked, “Why 
would you live in Warrenton?” 

“Warrenton was a place to 
escape from,” says Bingham, 
owner of Serendipity Café and 
vice chairwoman of the War- 
renton Business Association. 
“You were moving up if you 
moved to Astoria.” 

What a difference nine years 
make. 

These days, Warrenton is no 
longer the poor relation down 
the road, but a busiling little 
‘burb in its own right with ongo- 
ing new development and even 
a new highway on the horizon. 

Anew Home Depot opened 
last year, and a new Costco is 


pending. After that, comes Wal- 
mart and a Goodwill, and talks 
are in the works for a Staples 
and Big Five Sporting Goods. 
Already in place is Fred Meyer, 
Ross, Walgreens and a small 
Costco, which will close when 
the new store opens. 

“I go into Home Depot or 
Costco and Fred Meyer, and 
I see a lot of our citizens em- 
ployed there,” says Mayor Gil 
Gramson. “It’s really made an 
impact. Before, as soon as they 
got out of high school, they were 
gone. They had to leave the 
community to find jobs. Some 
jobs pay quite well, others not 
quite as well, but at least they 
are able to stay here and attend 
community college.” 

The money generated from 
the big boxes has helped pay for a 
new water system and new sewer 
facility, and there are big plans on 
the horizon to revitalize the ma- 
rina and downtown, home itself 
to mom and pop shops and with 
its own unique history. 

“We take a lot of pride in our 
downtown and we are empha- 
sizing developing it into more 
of an attractive place for our 
citizens,” says Gramson. “And 
we are wanting to have the 
most modern marina on the 
West Coast. That money comes 
from the big boxes. They are 
helping us revitalize our down- 
town and bring boaters into 
the marinas. It benefits every- 


one that way.” 

Well, not everyone. As bright | 
as the picture may be for shop- 
pers and taxpayers, it is less so 
for the small businesses that 
fear they may not be able to 
compete. 

“Some folks aren't going to 
make it, and I feel very bad 
about that,” Hauke says. “It 
changes a part of life.” 

Still, it doesn't have to spell 
the end for the independent 
business owners, he says. 
Rather, he says, it’s a matter 
of acquiring the right tools, 
and learning some new tricks, 
which the Chamber plans to 
help them do. 

“T know what it is like to go 
up against big boys, and it can 
be done,” Hauke says. “You just 
have to find a different niche.” 

Mike Aho, owner of War- 
renton’s Main Street Market, is 
ready. 

“Competition makes us all 
better retailers,” Aho says. “We're . 
by far not the perfect grocer, so 
we have to do our job a little bet- 
ter. We've been here a long time. 
I think we have a pretty good fol- 
lowing.” 

And that would be from both 
Warrenton and Astoria, notes 
native Astorian Hauke, who 
does his grocery shopping in 
Warrenton. 

Which just goes to show, that 
despite their vastly different 
paths, these two small towns 
remain exactly where they've 
always been, neighbors, con- 
nected by history and tradi- 
tion. 

“We don't have to compete,” 
says Gramson. “We complement 
each other. We help each other.” 

e 


Lori Tobias 541-265-9394; 
loritobias@aol.com 
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The Banker's Suite atop the historic Bank of Astoria building on 12th Street in Astoria is one of the 
designer. She and her husband bought the building and have been renovating it with an eye toward h 
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projects of Trish Bright, a Seattie-area investor and 
igh-end events and occasions. 
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Warrenton says water fails the taste test 


New covered water tank, paid for with stimulus funds, may eliminate the problem 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


Wednesday, October 14, 2009 


WARRENTON - Algae is being blamed for Warrenton's temporarily odd-tasting water. 


City Manager Bob Maxfield told members of the Warrenton City Commission Tuesday it will take a few more days to deal with an 
algae problem that has plagued the city's drinking water supply for weeks. 


The water, which Warrenton sells to Gearhart and some other users, is safe to drink but has had an unpleasant taste, leaders said. 


The city has sent water samples to a lab for testing to determine whether algae is still present in the drinking water reservoir and has 
also stepped up monitoring and testing processes, including flushing hydrants. 


"I don't recall ever having this happen to us in 40 years," Mayor Gil Gramson said. 


A new covered water tank to be paid for mainly with federal stimulus funds will likely help prevent such problems in the future. 
Maxfield said responses have come back from a request for qualifications (RFQ) he sent out, looking for qualified contractors for the 
water tank project. The project should get under way before the end of the year, Maxfield said. The tank will be built on Clatsop Plains. 


In response to a question from Commissioner Terry Ferguson about "the smell across the street" from city hall, Howatt said the odor 
has been coming from an open drain at Second Street. He said the Public Works Department will put in a culvert there and backfill the 
section to be sure the drainway flows correctly. Howatt said his crews have found several other drainways in similar condition that will 
also be fixed. 


Turning to the issue of high fees charged for residential yard debris disposal charged by Western Oregon Waste at its transfer station, 

Howatt asked for discussion to be postponed. He said he is looking at the possibility of city trucks taking yard debris directly to Trails 
End Recovery, where he said it eventually goes anyway. That would "circumvent WOW completely," he said. The other option being 
considered was to put tighter constraints on people who dispose of yard debris. 


With jubilant trail supporters, including leader Jim Scheller, in attendance, the Commission accepted a $44,366 grant to pave the trail 
from Carruthers Park to Enterprise Street on the former railroad base, which is now a levy along the river. The city will provide $25,542 
from the Quincy Robinson Fund, which will be used to pave the parking lot, make ADA improvements to the restroom and pay 
engineering costs for the entire project. The city's contribution will be well over the minimum 20 percent match required for the grant. 


The grant comes from the the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department's Local Government Grant Program. Total cost of the project is 
$69,908. Gramson said the trail system, along with the dog park, greatly improve the quality of life in Warrenton. 


In other business, the Commission: 

* scheduled a public hearing for 7 p.m. Nov. 10 for a street vacation petition presented by John and David Nygaard/Warrenton Fiber, 
The Nygaards are in the process of consolidating their land behind the Warrenton Shilo Inn, where they intend to build a commercial 
development. 


* approved an ordinance adopting the city's Comprehensive Plan and Development Code revisions and the Storm Water Master Plan. 


° approved two change orders totaling $6,717.50 from HLB Otak Inc., of Seaside, for the city's water treatment decommissioning 
project, which is 90 percent complete. Subcontractor for the project is Wilkins Construction LLC, of Astoria. 
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* approved an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with the Knappa-Svensen-Burnside Fire District to accept an $84,250 federal grant 
for radio equipment. 


* approved soliciting three informal quotes not to exceed $146,200 to replace the Warrenton Fire Department's 1990 GMC rescue 
vehicle. 


* accepted a $450 wellness grant for city employees covered by CIS Insurance. 


* approved a budget adjustment that will allow the plumbing inspection program to remain within the city's building division by 
reclassifying the inspector as a casual employee rather than a professional services contractor. 


Related Links 
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Pristine Power Washing 
& Surface Cleaning 


Business was always an obvious 
choice for 22-year-old Steve Scroup. Be- 
tween working part-time at Aquatic Veg- 
etation Management, where he’s in charge 
of marketing, and attending Clatsop Com- 
munity College, he doesn’t have time to 
work a nine-to-five office job. 

With an idea in mind, he began brain- 
storming a new business, Pristine Power 
Washing & Surface Cleaning. Among 
other services, Scroup offers power wash- 
ing of siding and sidewalks as well as var- 
ious surface finishing and moss removal 
methods. 

His experience working with con- 
struction firms, such as Surf Pines Con- 
struction and Alaska Mechanical Inc., 
and at the vegetation management com- 
pany have allowed him to see a new side 
of business. 

“Tt’s shown me how much prep work 
you have to do before you really start 
making money, [running a small busi- 


ness]” Scroup said. a GQ. HOOSG 


Learning from other people is cru- 
cial to being successful. Scroup has seen 
many of his friends and acquaintances 
enter the business world, and he’s picked 
up a few tips from them. Past experiences 
have also taught him a thing or two. 

“I worked a few bigger jobs that I 
didn’t end up getting paid for. I learned | 
that you have to get binding contracts. 
You need to work with people you trust,” 
Scroup said. 

One of the biggest obstacles young en- 
trepreneurs face, Scroup said, is financial 
restraint. 

“Going over their limits on credit 
cards and not being responsible with fi- | 
nancial startup before their business is | 
secure and making money are huge prob- 
lems. A lot of young entrepreneurs are_ 
also lacking professionalism, which isn’t 
a good thing.” 

Other important traits in a young 
entrepreneur are confidence and timeli- 
ness. Scroup noted that in this economic 
climate, these traits might be the key to 
success. 

“Don’t back down. Starting a business 
in these times, you can definitely make 
your business successful if you’re per- 
sistent, and then there’s no way you can 
fail.” 


Steve Scroup opened Pristine Power Washing 
& Surface Cleaning at 22 years of age. The 
business provides power washing and various 
cleaning services. Photo: Lexie Banks 


Park grants 
pave way 
for trail 
completion 


Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Commission meets in Astoria; 
city thanks agency for money 


By CASSANDRA PROFITA 
The Daily Astorian 


The Oregon Parks and Recreation Commis- 
sion got a warm reception at its Thursday meet- 
ing in Astoria. 

Astoria City Manager Paul Benoit welcomed 
the seven-member board to town and thanked 
their agency for two recent grants that allowed the 
city to pave additional segments of the Astoria 
Riverwalk. 

As he spoke, work continued to extend the 
paved trail across the Alder- 
brook railroad trestle east of 
39th Street. An $85,000 
grant from the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department 
has gone toward adding 5 
miles of continuous pave- 
ment on the east end of the | 
trail. 

As rain poured down out- 
side the meeting room at the 
Loft in the Red Building, 
Commission Vice Chairman 
Jay Graves joked: “We were hoping you could 
enclose it for us.” 

Benoit gave the parks commission credit for 
preserving the local land and culture “that make 
Astoria unique.” 

He noted the agency’s heritage and historic 
preservation divisions have also been important 
resources for the city, “which has more historic 
property per capita than any other place in Oregon.” 

Over the past 22 years, Benoit said, the city 
has been chipping away at the task of paving the 
entire Riverwalk, and two trails grants from 
OPRD totaling $180,000 have made a difference. 

“Our small rural community has not had the 
internal capital to fund it on our own,” he said. 

“We’ve done it step by step, block by block. 
We’ve put the pieces together over the years.” 

Warrenton Trails Association director Jim 
Scheller also welcomed the board to town as “a 
grateful beneficiary” of parks department trail 
grants. 

He said Warrenton had “trail envy” watching 
_ Astoria develop its Riverwalk and has built a trail 
_ plan of its own. But a lack of funding to build 
| the proposed trails meant that “the plan went on 


a shelf,” he said. /f/- ZO Pa REOFZD 
See PARKS, Page 10A 


Paul Benoit 


Parks: Warrenton Trails has received three grants 


The council will meet again in Alderbrook from 9 


a.m. to noon Saturday. Both sessions are open to the pub- 
lic. Public comment periods are scheduled both days. 


Continued from Page 1A 


Building trails allows people to develop a sense of own- 
ership for the open space in their community, Scheller said. 


After hearing from North Coast trail providers, the 
council will consider criteria for designating Oregon scenic 


and regional trails. 


Scheller’s group has gotten three OPRD grants in 


recent years totaling $140,000, including: 


A stakeholder group met at 10 a.m. today in Alder- 
brook to discuss several “critical gaps” in the Oregon 


Coast Trail. The 382-mile trail was deemed “hikeable” in 
1988, but there are still breaks in it that limit its capac- 


ity for hikers. 


¢ $36,000 that went toward building the Skipanon 


River Park at 3rd Street in Warrenton; 


A comprehensive plan for the Oregon Coast Trail has 
not been completed since 1972. In 2005, the National Coast 


Trails Association completed a gap assessment, which pro- 
vided the framework for the Oregon Coast Trail Connec- 


tion Strategy. 


¢ $60,000 to help pave a trail from Ist to 13th streets; 


and 


¢ $44,000 to pave a trail from Carruthers Park to 


Enterprise Street in Hammond. 
Oregon Recreational Trails Advisory Council will 


meet in Astoria today at Alderbrook Hall, 4509 Lief Eric- 
son Dr., from 1 to 5 p.m. to review and discuss local, non- 


motorized trail plans and initiatives. 


Park grants 
pave way 
for trail 
completion 


Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Commission meets in Astoria; 
city thanks agency for money 


By CASSANDRA PROFITA 
The Daily Astorian 


The Oregon Parks and Recreation Commis- 
sion got a warm reception at its Thursday meet- 
ing in Astoria. 

Astoria City Manager Paul Benoit welcomed 
the seven-member board to town and thanked 
their agency for two recent grants that allowed the 
city to pave additional segments of the Astoria 
Riverwalk. 

As he spoke, work continued to extend the 
paved trail across the Alder- 
brook railroad trestle east of 
39th Street. An $85,000 
grant from the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department 
has gone toward adding 5 
miles of continuous pave- 
ment on the east end of the | 
trail. 

As rain poured down out- 
side the meeting room at the [4 
Loft in the Red Building, Paul Benoit 
Commission Vice Chairman 
Jay Graves joked: “We were hoping you could 
enclose it for us.” 

Benoit gave the parks commission credit for 
preserving the local land and culture “that make 
Astoria unique.” 

He noted the agency’s heritage and historic 
preservation divisions have also been important 
resources for the city, “which aa fag wanes oe 

ita than any other place in Oregon.” 
Eves hagit 22 years, Benoit said, the city 
has been chipping away at the task of paving the 
entire Riverwalk, and two trails grants from 
OPRD totaling $180,000 have made a difference. 

“Our small rural community has not had the 
internal capital to fund it on our own,” he said. 
“We've done it step by step, block by block. 
We've put the pieces together over the years.” 

Warrenton Trails Association director Jim 
Scheller also welcomed the board to town as “a 
grateful beneficiary” of parks department trail 
grants. e 

He said Warrenton had “trail envy” watching 
Astoria develop its Riverwalk and has built a trail 
plan of its own. But a lack of funding to build 
the proposed trails meant that “the plan went on 
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Parks: Warrenton Trails has received three grants 


The council will meet again in Alderbrook from 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday. Both sessions are open to the pub- 
lic. Public comment periods are scheduled both days. 
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A stakeholder group met at 10 a.m. today in Alder- 
brook to discuss several “critical gaps” in the Oregon 


After hearing from North Coast trail providers, the 
council will consider criteria for designating Oregon scenic 
Coast Trail. The 382-mile trail was deemed “hikeable” in 


and regional trails. 
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and 
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Scheller’s group has gotten three OPRD grants in 
* $36,000 that went toward building the Skipanon 


Building trails allows people to develop a sense of own- 
ership for the open space in their community 
River Park at 3rd Street in Warrenton; 


recent years totaling $140, 


1988, but there are still breaks in it that limit its capac- 


ity for hikers. 


¢ $44,000 to pave a trail from Carruthers Park to 


Enterprise Street in Hammond. 


A comprehensive plan for the Oregon Coast Trail has 
not been completed since 1972. In 2005, the National Coast 
Trails Association completed a gap assessment, which pro- 


vided the framework for the Oregon Coast Trail Connec- 


tion Strategy. 


Oregon Recreational Trails Advisory Council will 
meet in Astoria today at Alderbrook Hall, 4509 Lief Eric- 
son Dr., from | to 5 p.m. to review and discuss local, non- 


motorized trail plans and initiatives. 
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Costco 


By Bruce Dustin 

An opened-door, vacant look to the front of the 
~ new Costco belies an interior bustling with activity, 
attempting to prepare itself for its grand opening 
Pexpweek, 9 

Wednesday, November 25, the day before 
Thanksgiving, will begin bright and early with a 
ribbon cutting at 7:45 a.m. In attendance should be 
Oregon Senator Betsy Johnson, and the city mayors 
from Warrenton, Cannon Beach, Seaside, Gearhart 
and Astoria. 

One of the reasons for this new location, ac- 
cording to Costco Assistant Manager Jeff Hazen, 
was to add new venues—an optical department, a 
pharmacy, a hearing aid center, a service deli with 
rotisserie chicken, and a full food court. 

“We wanted to be able to serve our members bet- 
ter,” he said. “And there are so many people within 
a wide area using this store.” 

Customers of this north coast Costco, one that 
has expanded from its original 70,000 square feet 


set to open Nov. 25 


to 137,000, will obviously find a larger selection of 
general merchandise on the floor. They will find a gas 
station twice the size of the old one. They will also 
find the smiling faces of 50 new employees. 

The doors will open to Costco members at 8:00 
a.m. Those interested non-members can also sign up 
at that time. 

“There will be a lot of demos available to the pub- 
lic. Eola Hills Winery is going to be here to do bottle 
signing and legacy projects. There will be venders 
with a Norwegian sweater road show, and another 
with heated clothing. And, of course, there’ ll be nu- 
merous demo foods to sample,” Hazen pointed out. 

The store will close at 8:30 in the evening of that 
first day, be closed the next day, Thanksgiving, and 
then open again at 9:00 in the morning on Friday, 
“for the biggest shopping day of the year,” Jeff em- 
phasized. 

The biggest? 

“Well, one of them,” he added with a slightly 
hopeful tone to his voice. 
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Warrenton man accused of 


embezzlement 
Fire association $20,000 short, but holiday 


baskets will go forward 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


A volunteer firefighter is accused of 
embezzling nearly $21,000 from the charita- 
ble nonprofit Warrenton Firefighters Asso- 
ciation. Warrenton police arrested Christopher 
D. Bartlett, 32, of 65 S.W. 11th St., War- 
renton, Thursday - Thanksgiving morning - 
on charges of first-degree aggravated theft, 
aggravated identity theft and first-degree 


forgery. He was lodged at Clatsop County 
Jail, but was released Monday because of 
overcrowding. 

Bartlett served as treasurer of the 30-mem- 
ber association of volunteer firefighters. He 
had been a Warrenton volunteer for about 
eight years, according to Chris Penno, the 
association’s president. Bartlett had been 
treasurer for two years, but Penno said the dis- 
crepancies didn’t start until mid-April of 
this year, when Bartlett was having financial 


and marital problems. 

Penno said the association has a system in 
place that requires two signatures on checks 
and withdrawal slips, but he said Bartlett 
forged his signature. “He got pretty good at 
it,” Penno said. “This guy was my hunting 
partner,” Penno said. “That really hurts me 
personally.” 

It was Penno who discovered the funds 
were missing when he went to the bank Nov. 
10 to check on the balances in the associa- 


tion’s two accounts: a business account that’s 
used for incidentals and the Christmas food- 
drive account. 

But Penno said the holiday food baskets 
and gifts for needy local families will proceed 
as usual. “We’re strong,” he said. “We took 
a major hit but we will forge ahead and do 
what we need to do for Christmas.” 

Fire Chief Ted Ames and association 
member Mike Stein both reiterated that the 
Christmas food drive will proceed as usual 


this year. “We will continue. There will be 
a Christmas food drive. There will be gifts 
delivered as we always have,” Ames said. 

But Ames said he was shocked at 
Bartlett’s alleged actions. “It totally came 
out of left field. No one had any reason not 
to trust him,” Ames said. Stein agreed. “To 
betray that trust and break those bonds with- 
Sail ranks is almost unimaginable,” Stein 
said. 

Stein said the association has worked for 
the past decade building up the food-drive 
account. “We were trying to use the good 


Warrenton: Account to be built back up 


Continued from Page 1 


years to be ready for the lean years,” he said. “But we will 
be all right for this year’s food drive.” He said the asso- 
ciation members will rededicate themselves to building 


up the account again. 


Ames said this is the 27th year for the Warrenton Fire- 


delivered that evening. 


fighters Association’s annual food drive. Firefighters 
will start filling boxes with food and gifts around Dec. 
17. The boxes will be ready for pickup at the Warrenton | 
Fire Station around 4 p.m. Dec. 23, and the rest will be | 


WARRENTON 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 


TED AMES 
Fire Chief 


E-mail: firechief@ci.warrenton.or.us 


P.O. BOX 250 PHONE: 503-861-2494 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 FAX: 503-861-2351 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Linda Engbretson 
City Recorder 


225 S. Main/ P.O. Box 250 503/861-0823 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (fax) 
cityrecorder@ci.warrenton.or.us 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Laurie A. Sawrey, CPA 


Finance Director 


225 S. Main/ P.O. Box 250 503/861-2233 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (fax) 
financedirector@ci.warrenton.or.us 


CITY ‘}OF WARRENTON MARINAS 


KEITH V. PINKSTAFF 
HARBORMASTER 


VHF Channel 16 
WARRENTON _ harbormaster@ci.warrenton.or.us HAMMOND 
(503) 861-3822 Fax (503) 861-2370 (503) 861-3197 
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Terre Gift 
Building Official 
225 S. Main 503/861-0920 
P.O. Box 250 cell: 503/741-0594 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 fax: 503/861-2351 


Sarah Shewell 
Warrenton Trails Coordinator 
City of Warrenton 


Resource 
Assistance 


/ for Rural 
225s. avenue Environments 
Warrenton, OR 97146 


Voice: (503) 861-2233 Fax: (503) 861-2351 


email: trails@ci.warrenton.or.us 
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Spring Clean Up 
Sunday Only, May 23, 
2009 from 8:30 a.m. 


Read More... 
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Warrenton City Commission 


The Warrenton City Commission meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 


of the month in the Commission Chambers at Warrenton City Hall. 


Position No. | 

Mark Kujala, Vice-Chair 

PO Box 400, Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-7643 (H) 

Term - 01/01/09 - 12/31/12 


Position No. 3 

Frank Orrell 

702 SW Juniper Ave, Warrenton, OR 
97146 

861-2779 (H) 

Term - 01/01/09 - 12/31/12 


Position No. 5S 

Karl R. "Dick" Hellberg 

900 SE Anchor, Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-1878 (H) 

Term - 61/01/03 - 12/31/10 


City Attorney 

Harold Snow 

PO Box 508, 801 Commercial, Astoria, 
OR 97103 

325-2511 


Citv Recorder 

Linda Engbretson 

PO Box 250, Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-0823 (W) 
cityrecorder@ci.warrenton.or.us 


Position No. 2 

Terry Ferguson 

PO Box 12, Hammond, OR 97121 
861-9239 (H) 

Term - 01/01/09 - 12/31/12 


Position No. 4 

Gilbert Gramson, Mayor 

15 NW 17th Place, Warrenton, OR 
97146 

861-1133 (H) 

Term - 01/01/03 - 12/31/10 


City Manager 

Robert Maxfield 

PO Box 250, Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-0823 (W) 
citymanager@cli.warrenton.or.us 
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WARRENTON-HAMMOND, OREGON 


Located near the mouth of the Columbia River, Warrenton, 
incorporated in February 1899, is a city comprised of many earlier 


IMAGES 


a of America 
-WARRENTON-HAMMOND 


towns and villages. Hammond, although still having a separate post 


office and zip code, was merged with Warrenton in 1991. Fort Stevens, 
now an Oregon State Park, is located in Hammond. Lexington was 


the first county seat for Clatsop County until the county seat was 
vacated on December 4, 1879, and moved to Astoria. Skipanon, 
located near the same site as Lexington, was also annexed by 
Warrenton. Flavel, along the Columbia River between Warrenton 
and Hammond, was an active port for the Great Northern Steamship 
Company. It was annexed by Warrenton in 1918. Images of America: 
Warrenton-Hammond documents each of these towns as they grew and 
became the present city of Warrenton. 

Susan L. Glen came to Warrenton in 1976 and has had relatives in 
the area since the 1800s. One relative by marriage had the original 
donation land claim in November 1847 that became the town of 
Hammond. She is a former school teacher and a member of the 
Warrenton-Hammond Historical Society, Clatsop County Historical 
Society, Seaside Historical Society, Daughters of the American 

Revolution, and many other historical and genealogical societies. 

4 The Images of America series celebrates the history of 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities across the country. Using archival 
photographs, each title presents the distinctive stories from the past 


that shape the character of the community today. Arcadia is proud 
to play a part in the preservation of local heritage, making history , 


available to all. 


ARCADIA PUBLISHING 
www.arcadiapubl 
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Goodwill comes to Warrenton 
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- ; Be : 2 © : Drawing courtesy LCG Pence Construction 
The Goodwill retail building in Warrenton is 24,845 square feet and will have a glass, tile, composite metal and painted concrete exterior. The building will also fea- 


ture a covered donation drop-off area. Builders expect the building to open this fall. 


Early autumn grand opening planned for superstore 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


big department store that sells 
everything from clothing and 
shoes to dishes, furniture, DVDs and 
electronics is set to open its doors this 
fall on the east side of U.S. Highway 
101 in Warrenton, northeast of the 
new Costco. 
The new Goodwill Superstore will 
feature a huge selection, plenty of free 
parking and best of all, in these trying 


‘It’s a great addition 
for people ona 
budget. 

— Marlin Martin 


Clatsop Community Action 
food bank coordinator 


economic times, price tags that are easy 
on the wallet. 

The grand opening date is set for 
September or early October. 

‘We're No. 1 in the world in retail,” 
said Dale Emanuel, public relations repre- 
sentative for Goodwill Industries of the 
Columbia Willamette. “We have the best 
selection of goods. We receive everything 
retailers receive, but just a little later.” 

Earlier this week, the walls were already 
in place and workers were getting ready to 
install the roof. Big trucks came and went, 
heavy equipment lumbered by and con- 
struction workers in hard hats and orange 
vests hustled around the dusty field. The 
concrete exterior walls of the store were 
already in place and workers were getting 
ready to install the roof. The concrete wall 
panels were cast on-site and tilted into 
place, a method known as “tilt-up” con- 
struction. 

Paul Schultz, with Portland-based LCG 
Pence Construction LLC, said the 25 ,845- 
square-foot building will feature a large 
covered drop-off area for receiving donated 
items. It will have 10,000 square feet of ded- 
icated retail space. Staffing the store will be 
30 to 35 full and part-time employees, 
two-thirds of whom will have barriers to 
employment ranging from a poor employ- 
ment history to limited education, poor 


English language skills or some type of 
disability. 

“A lot of those folks are overlooked,” 
Emanuel said. It’s Goodwill’s mission to 
serve that population and enhance the qual- 
ity of their lives. 

The store will also house a Job Con- 
nection office, a free Goodwill job search and 
referral program designed to help people 
find employment in the community with- 
in 30 days. The office will have computers, 
Internet service, e-mail, fax machines and 
other office equipment to help job seekers. 
More than 16,400 people used Job Con- 
nection last year, Emanuel said. 

Goodwill has been looking at building 
a store in Warrenton for 10 years and Mark 
Kujala, a member of the Warrenton City 
Commission, said he’s pleased the project 
finally got the green light. He said the agen- 


cy does a lot of research before deciding 
where to build, and he believes Warrenton 
is a good match. “I’m extremely happy. 
I’m glad to see the progress,” Kujala said. 
“The city is very supportive.” 

The new Goodwill store is in the same 
vicinity as the Clatsop County Food Bank 
Warehouse that’s nearing completion and the 
Senior and Disability Services office. “It’s 
a great addition for people on a budget. It 
will be convenient for our clients,” Marlin 
Martin, food bank coordinator for Clatsop 
Community Action, said. “Product donat- 
ed locally will be available here,” he added. 

However, Martin pointed out that the 
Women’s Resource Center and Coast Reha- 
bilitation Services also run thrift shops, 
which they depend on for income and also 
to provide training and work opportunities 
for clients. “I hope this new store expands 


DON ANDERSON — For The Daily Astorian 
Tom Morley, superintendent for LCG Pence Construction, stands in front of the loading dock for the new Goodwill facili- 
ty that should be open sometime this fall. 


offerings rather than hurting local thrifts,” 
Martin said. 

The new store will replace the big Good- 
will trailer in the parking lot of the North 
Coast Fred Meyer in Warrenton, which col- 
lects well over a million pounds of donat- 
ed household goods each year. There’s a 
steady stream of people driving up with 
donations that Tom Lillard and Marcus 
Garrido sort and stack inside the big blue 
trailer. Donors who want to claim their 
donation on their income tax are given a 
blank receipt to fill out. Every couple of days 
when the trailer is full, a Goodwill truck 
arrives with an empty trailer and hauls the 
full one back to Portland. 

The covered drive-through at the new 
store will make donating even easier. It 


See GOODWILL, Page 8A 


he 4 DON ANDERSON — For The Daily Astorian 
Jim Gleiter from Bay Center, Wash., hands Goodwill worker Marcus Garrido items to be reused, while Tom 
Lillard gets ready to sort them. According to Lillard, the Goodwill trailer may still be used as a satellite drop- 
off center once the new Goodwill store is open. 


Goodwill: Sales and donations are up 


Continued from Page 1A 


will save Goodwill money on fuel charges and Emanuel 
said the items received will usually stay in this area 
instead of going to Portland. 

Year-to-date sales for Goodwill Industries of the 
Columbia Willamette are up 8 percent from this time last 
year and donations are up 10 percent. Emanuel said peo- 
ple realize it’s smart to shop at a thrift store, especially 
in the current economy. “Alternative shopping is always 


| 
| 
| 
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strong when things are tough,” she said. “People have 
reinvented the way they look at their money and how they 
spend it.” 

Goodwill takes good care of the money it receives. 
Emanuel said the agency is an A-rated nonprofit. For 
every dollar it receives, 92.5 cents goes directly to Good- 
will’s mission. And Emanuel said Goodwill Industries 
of the Columbia Willamette recycles more than any 


other Goodwill in the world. 

“We're really green. We reuse things a lot. Even our 
bags are recyclable,” she said, noting the bags are made 
from comstarch. “Don’t hold on to them too long. They 
disintegrate in 18 months.” 

Emanuel expects huge crowds for the grand opening, 
which she said coincides with the busiest shopping peri- 
od of the year, when parents are getting their children 
ready to go back to school. It will go on for three or four 
days, she said. 

She expects people to be waiting in the parking lot 
at midnight, hoping to get first crack at the merchandise. 
Five $100 shopping sprees will be given away. Managers 
from other stores will be at the Warrenton store to help 
things go smoothly and there will be orange-vested 
workers directing traffic in the parking lot. 

“We are so excited. We have the best grand openings,” 
Emanuel said. 


GOODWILL’S JOB CONNECTION - For Job Seekers 


JOB CONNECTION is Goodwill’s free job referral 


Are you or someone program that will assist you in your search for a 


job that fits your needs and abilities. Our services 


| 
you know loo Beal [1] are free to both you and your future employer. 
for al job? Our Job Connection Employment Specialists 


can assist you in obtaining employment in 
the following: 


Goodwill’s Job Connection can help. Aisne Food Service 
Retail Janitorial 
Data Entry Light Industrial 
Customer Service Warehouse 
Construction Production/Assembly 
Ci > | ee. y : Security And many more! 


Pol 
Job Connection is a no-fee (free) job search 


Call Job Con nection Today! and referral program designed to assist you in 


503-861 -9502 locating employment within 30 days. With 


Job Connection, you will develop effective job 


Open Fridays: 9AM to 4PM search strategies and receive information on the 
Cg Mga sad tae ee SO RAY. 9s alert NEE aD area’s employers. We also have a free resource 


room should you desire resume or interviewing 
GOODWILL es 


JOB CONNECTION 
We connect you to local employers - 
Our business is changing lives. FREE of charge. 


Goodwill provides training, jobs 


By DEEDA SCHROEDER 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — For Steven Bergeron, gen- 
eral manager at the region’s new Goodwill store 
opening today in Warrenton, punching the clock 
is no longer about just getting a paycheck. 

He knows the store, along with its array of ser- 
vices for people searching for jobs, is coming at 
just the right time for many North Coast residents. 

“I think it will be a match made in heaven,” 
Bergeron said. 

Besides offering high-quality products and 
affordable prices to shoppers, the company offers 
vocational services to people with barriers to 
employment — those with disabilities, little work 
experience, little education or English proficien- 
cy, just out of the correctional system or older job 
seekers. Goodwill’s retail program, with nearly 93 
cents on every dollar earned, supports the job pro- 
grams in 13 Northwest Oregon counties. 

Bergeron knows those services are particularly 
needed here because of a larger-than-state- average 
unemployment rate, and he’s happy to be able to 
help people while using his retail management 
background. 

Even though the economy isn’t flourishing, 
donations to the company continue to increase, a 
sign that people still want to help one another, he 
said. 

“T think everyone wants to give of themselves 
to help others but many times their hectic lives give 


#4 


them very little opportunity. I believe my life 
has led me to Goodwill for a reason, and I am 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 
Steve Bergeron, a Warrenton resident and the new Goodwill store manager, has the racks 
inside the 10,000-square-foot Goodwill space filled to capacity along with plenty of Halloween 
costumes and decorations. 


excited to see what lies ahead for me and my 
community,” he said. 
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for North Coast residents GOODWILL 


OPENS 


ABOVE: Goodwill sales associ- 
ates O.T. Bautista, left, and Donna 
Pedersen, second from left, try to 
keep up with customer demand 
while working behind the jewelry 
display case during the Warrenton 
Goodwill grand opening Thurs- 
day. 


RIGHT: Laura Plagata, left, finds 
space hard to come by while try- 
ing to navigate her shopping cart 
through the crowded aisles at 
the Warrenton Goodwill. In the 
15 minutes after the store's grand 
opening Thursday morning, a 
crowd of 325 shoppers streamed 
through the front doors looking 
for bargains. 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 
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‘T will still be involved with the 
community because I enjoy it’ 


After 40 years, oS 
Warrenton’s rower 
Gil Gramson to 
start new chapter 
beyond city service 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


CHELSEA GORROW - The Daily Astorian 
Gil Gramson, center, was given a surprise “gift” from Astoria’s Mayor Willis Van Dusen, right. The canvas painting of Van _ | 
Dusen on a motorcycle was a joke gift, later replaced with gifts from the Astoria Bicentennial Trading Post. Warrenton City | 
Commissioner Terry Ferguson is pictured on the left. 


ARRENTON — Gil | 

Gramson has worked 

for the city of War- 

renton in one way or 
another for the last 40 years. But 
Tuesday marked the end of that 
chapter, as Gramson said goodbye to 
his seat on the City Commission as 
Warrenton’s mayor. 

Gramson, 70, has been the mayor of 
Warrenton for the last eight years. In 
1975, he was hired on as the city manager. 
He became the mayor only after retiring 
and being elected to the Commission in 
2002. 

Gramson lost the last election to new- 
comer Mark Baldwin, who has known 
Gramson and his wife since childhood. 
Baldwin, 43, had Gramson’s wife as a 
school teacher, he said. His parents went 
to high school with Gramson. 

At the time of the election, Baldwin 
said he didn’t have anything against Gram- 
son, but believed in term limits. 

- So Gramson is now on his way out of 
office, bowing out with his head held 
high. 


History 

former Astoria School District sci- 

ence teacher and a parks director at 

the city of Astoria in the 1960s, 
Gramson has seen his share of growth, 
controversies and surprises in Warrenton 
since becoming city manager in 1975. He 
said there are parts of being a commissioner 
that he will miss, but controversial deci- 
sion-making is not one of them. 

In his State of the City address, he 
said, “As I leave the commission, I vivid- 
ly recall an observation made by my pre- 
decessor when he retired, that when you 
start out in city government, you have a 
clean state. When the first controversy 
occurs and the community is split, and a 
decision must be made to support one 
side or the other, you end up having half 
of the community satisfied and the other 
half dissatisfied with your decision.” 

He went on to say when that half of the 
citizens become split on another decision, 
in the end of a topic, you only pleased 25 
percent. 

“After several important decisions, you 
will have made nearly everyone dissatis- 
fied on at least one or more issues. When 
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In 1992, Gil Gramson, then Warrenton’s city manager, was featured in The Daily 
Astorian issuing a safety message for the Fourth of July. 


you leave office, if you still have some 

supporters, you’ve done your job well.” 
One of the biggest controversies he can 

recall dealing with during his time on the 


commission is the liquified natural gas 


A smooth transition, but a big decision 
anyway, was watching Hammond and 


= 


Gramson is now on his way 
out of office, bowing out 
with his head held high. 


Warrenton merge in 1991. 

He said everything came together real- 
ly well in the merge but it could have 
gone either way. 

Warrenton had no parks when Gramson 
went to work for the city in the 1970s. He 
said he is very proud of and got a lot of sat- 
isfaction from the Quincy Robinson Park, 
Carruthers Memorial Park and the trail 
system now in place. 

One regret Gramson has is the water 
dispute with Gearhart and never having 
mended the disconnect over sewer and 
water rates for the treatment and improve- 
ment projects. Gramson said the mishan- 
dling of those projects is what made him 
and fellow Commissioner Dick Hellberg 
run for their elected seats. 

Those problems seem miles away from 
when Gramson first came onto city staff. 
He has witnessed many changes. He said 
a big surprise came when someone 
approached him to build a shopping mall 


See GRAMSON, Page 10 
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Gramson: Informal celebration held 


Continued from Page 1 


— what is now Young’s Bay Plaza, in 
Warrenton. Gramson said it marked 
a change in Warrenton. He said he 
didn’t believe the man who 
approached him until he came back 
ready to go on the project. 

“T thought he was kidding. There 
was nothing out there at that time. 
And I think that was one of the 
biggest surprises I ever had, someone 
who was really serious about devel- 
oping that area,” Gramson said. 
“There are so many things over the 
course of 40 years that I’ve been 
involved in. To pick out a most- 
memorable moment would be impos- 
sible.” 


Final meeting 

he city of Warrenton held a 
T special informal celebration 

for Gramson before his last 
commission meeting Tuesday night. 
Approximately 20 guests drank cof- 
fee and snacked on cookies, recalling 
old times with the man many called 
their dear friend. 

Astoria’s Mayor, Willis Van 
Dusen, attended the celebration and 
the Commission meeting, bringing a 
gift for Gramson, whom he credits for 
personally touching his life. 

The “gift,” which he later took 
back, trading Gramson for real gifts 
from the Astoria Bicentennial Trad- 
ing Post, was a canvas painting of 
Van Dusen on a motorcycle, with 
the Pepsi logo displayed proudly. 

“Mayor Gil Gramson is a very 
good friend of mine and I would 
just like to thank you Gil for your 
contribution. Everyone here proba- 
bly knows what you’ve done for 
Warrenton, but I want to talk about 
what you’ve done for Astoria,” Van 
Dusen said, going on to say Gram- 
son worked for the betterment of 
the county, not just the city, and 
helped to strengthen the relation- 
ship between Warrenton and Asto- 


ria. Van Dusen said he learned from 
Gramson along the way, but not 
just at a city level. Gramson was 
Van Dusen’s biology teacher before 
he began working for the city. “I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it 
without your leadership,” he said 
of being mayor. 

State Sen. Betsy Johnson, D- 
Scappoose, was unable to attend, but 
sent a letter of thanks to Gramson, 
along with a balloon and a bottle of 
Crown Royal whiskey. 

Representative Deborah Boone 
was in attendance. 

“Thank you for your service,” she 
said. “Forty years is very admirable. 
Thank you so much.” 

Gramson’s State of the City 
speech thanked the community for 
allowing him to work for them for the 
last 40 years. 

“I am very pleased to have been 
able to be a part of our city’s devel- 
opment’ over the years. We had a 
vision for our community that has 


Submitted photo 
This photo shows Gil Gramson, right, in 1972 while serving as the 
Parks Director for the City of Astoria. 


served us well, and I am very proud 
of what has been accomplished. I 
would like to thank the community 
for its support and for allowing me 
to be a part of the city’s govern- 
ment,” he said. 

The commissioners presented 
Gramson with a plaque. The plaque, 
with a gavel mounted on it, has a 
special meaning to Gramson, whose 
father was also a mayor. His father’s 
plaque, which hangs in Gramson’s 
home, also had a gavel and he told 
the commission they would hang 
side-by-side. 


Future plans 


ramson said running in a 
future election is something 
he hasn’t given any thought 
to 


“It’s the furthest thing from my 
mind,” he said. “I will still be 
involved with the community 
because I enjoy it. I will play some 
roles, I’m not sure what yet, but I will 
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Mayor of Warrenton Gil Gramson, right, was presented with a plaque honoring his service to the city Tues- 
day night by Commissioner Mark Kujala, left, as Commissioner Terry Ferguson looks on. Tuesday night marked 
40 years of service with the city. Tuesday was his last meeting. 


be involved. It’ll be a much less vis- 
ible role, less stress, slower pace.” 

He believes 2011 will hold a lot 
of challenges for the city, including 
dike certification, public safety fund- 
ing, the urban renewal program, and 
the Hammond Marina acquisition or 
renewal of lease. Street improvement 
_ projects and the sanitary sewer core 
_ conveyance project are two other big 
projects that are coming up for the 
_ city in the near future. However, in 
his experience, there is never enough 
time or resources to do all of the 
projects the community would like to 
see done, he said. 

He complimented the city staff 
and department heads for all of their 


hard work and competence on the 
big issues and responsibilities. 

“T think Mark will do just fine. 
The city has come a long way in the 
last 40 years because of the commit- 
tent of city commissioners to make 
our city a better place to work, live 
and raise a family,” Gramson said. 


“All of the commissioners have the 
best interest of the city in mind and 
I frankly think all of the commis- 
sioners on our present commission 
are the best at working together for 
the betterment of the city. We all get 
along and I think Mark Baldwin will 
fit nght in.” 


Warrenton says thanks 
to departing city manager 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Tuesday 
was the last day on the job for 
City Manager Bob Maxfield, who 
begins his retirement this week. 

The Warrenton City Commis- 
sion celebrated Maxfield with a 
cake, refreshments and a resolution, 
thanking him for his three years of 
service. 

Maxfield, the former police 
chief and at times doubling as 
public works director for the city, 
is moving to Canada, following 
his marriage earlier this year. 

“Its been a pleasure,” Maxfield 
said. “And it’s been a challenge.” 

City Attorney Hal Snow said he 
admired Maxfield, noting the grace 
with which Maxfield handled his 
personal struggles, including the 
passing of his wife Valerie Jean 
Maxfield in May 2010. 

“IT don’t think anyone could 
have carried them as well,” Snow 
said. “I’ll miss him.” 

Maxfield took over as city man- 
ager when the city was really in a 
bind, Commissioner Frank Orrell 
said. 

“He took that job on a one- 
week notice kind of a deal almost, 
continued being the police chief for 
six months, I believe,” Orrell said. 


Maxfield interjected with a 
laugh, “It was eight actually. But 
who’s counting?” 

Orrell said the city had hoped to 
keep Maxfield for at least five 
years, but said the city probably 
used up all five years in the last 
three, with the double-duties and 


CHELSEA GORROW -— The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton City Manager Bob Maxfield, right, was presented with 
a resolution Tuesday night by Mayor Mark Kujala. Maxfield will retire 
this week after nearly eight years with the city, serving as police 
chief before becoming city manager. 


major projects Maxfield has com- 
pleted, including the sewer treat- 
ment plant and the water treatment 
facility. 

Maxfield will be replaced by 
Kurt Fritsch, current city manag- 
er of McCook, Neb., at the end of 


the month. b-IS-x011 
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Regional water approach better 
SS 11-Q7- ROCE 
Editor, 


The Oregon Water Resources Department issued a 
Final Order and water right permit to the City of Gearhart 
on Nov. 3. A Monitoring and Action Plan has several con- 
ditions that Gearhart must meet. The order also incorpo- 
rates a settlement agreement that stipulates Gearhart will 
maintain physical connections to an alternative munici- 
pal water supplier and have an alternative water supply 
plan for backup water to insure water availability year 
round for Gearhart residents. 

Gearhart is required to drill several monitoring wells 
along Neacoxie Creek and the fordune north of Pacific 
Way. The monitoring equipment will collect data to 
ensure sustainability of groundwater and surface water. It 
will measure for saltwater intrusion and other water qual- 
ity concerns. This has to be done for at least one year 
before construction can begin on the new water system. 
Even if the tests allow for construction to begin, there is 


no guarantee the system won’t shut down in the future. 


Gearhart will be allowed to use 1.4 million gallons a 
day during the months of November through June. The 


water available for the summer months is greatly 
_ reduced, ranging from 187,561 gallons a day in August to 


314,765 gallons a day in October. In 2005, Gearhart con- 
sumed 106 million gallons, an average of 290,411 gal- 
lons a day. This necessitates having a plan for backup 
water. 

The settlement agreement stipulates a contractual rela- 
tionship with Warrenton, developing a regional water 
system, or working with the City of Seaside. 


SEASIDE SIGNAL 


from page 04 


Several years ago, Warrenton offered to let Gearhart 
buy into their new water system for $2 million. Gearhart 
city officials refused partnership. Warrenton imposed 
huge water rate increases for all of its customers. In 
November 2004, Gearhart voters approved a $7 million 
General Obligation Bond to build their own water sys- 
tem. We were promised independence from Warrenton 
and cheap water. 

The general perception that Warrenton is overcharging 
Gearhart for water is not true. My Gearhart water bill for 
two months is $42. A Seaside water bill is $49 for two 
months, using the same amount of water. However, out- 
side the city limits of Seaside the bill is $98. Seaside is 
using a combination of water rate increases and property 
taxes to finance their water system improvements. 

Both Warrenton and Seaside have run out of water to 
serve their residents. Recognizing this fact NW Coastal 
Water Supply Taskforce, composed of the cities of Sea- 
side, Gearhart, Warrenton, Astoria and the Young’s River 
Lewis and Clark Water District joined forces to develop 
a regional water plan. A request for proposals has gone 
out to engineering firms to determine the feasibility and 
costs for implementing this plan. 

This regional approach to water means state and fed- 
eral dollars would fund 75 percent of the costs. Local 
communities would chip in 25 percent. The benefits are 
it would eliminate the need for Gearhart to develop its 
own water system, without all the risks and unnecessary 
expenses. 

One viable option would be for the City of Astoria to 
provide the backup water for the other partners. The City 
of Warrenton contracted with Berger/Abam Engineers, 
Inc., in 2003 to complete a Water System Intertie Feasi- 
bility Study to construct a pipeline across Young’s Bay 
from Miles Crossing to the City of Astoria. Warrenton 
realized they did not have sufficient water to meet their 
future demands. 

The settlement agreement between the City of 
Gearhart and Oregon Water Resources Department is 
only the first step towards finding an inexpensive and 
permanent solution to meet Gearhart’s future water 
needs. I hope Gearhart officials don’t squander any more 
of our tax dollars on engineering mistakes and bad plan- 
ning. 


Deanna Mancill 
Gearhart 


WOW presentation interrupted by angry Warrenton commissioner 


City mulls over abandoning city-run garbage service; big box stores demand commercial recycling 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The city of Warren- 
ton is mulling the possibility of abandon- 
ing city garbage service and considering a 
franchise agreement with Western Oregon 
Waste. 

But some members of the Warrenton 
City Commission were not thrilled to hear 
it at Tuesday night’s work session. 

An angry Commissioner Dick Hellberg 
interrupted the presentation by Western 
Oregon Waste’s Community Relations 
Manager Laura Leebrick and Chief Finance 
Officer Joe Cook less than five minutes 
in. 

“We have never had a discussion about 
why this is failing and what the needs are 


— and we should have had that discussion 
before we ever got a proposal,” Hellberg 
said. 

Turning to Leebrick and Cook, he said, 
“I don’t want to waste your time and my 
time over this. I’m really upset over this. 
We should have had an internal board dis- 
cussion before we ever went out and asked 
for proposals.” 

The proposal included pickup of a trash 
receptacle and comingling recycling totes for 
residential and commercial facilities. The 
agreement would give the city a 7 percent 
payment, which is estimated to be about 
$70,000 per year. 

“Tf we’ve got a company worth millions 
of dollars, and we’re going to give it away 
for $70,000 a year, they ought to impeach 
all of us,” Hellberg said, adding that the 


eatinatamnedinnsinatonntion 


city’s garbage system is being treated like 
“the stepchild that nobody wanted,” and is 
“going to crap.” 

Commissioner Terry Ferguson said he 
was blindsided by the proposal. 

City Manager Bob Maxfield had said it 
came as a response to the pressure he’s fac- 
ing from big stores filling the U.S. High- 
way 101 corridor that have corporate sus- 
tainability requirements to meet. Those big 

_stores — unnamed during the presentation — 
are demanding commercial recycling which 
they aren’t getting. 

Currently, Western Oregon Waste, a 
Warrenton-based business which is part of 
the Recology company, and the city of 
Warrenton have seven contracted services. 
These range from curbside recycling to 
maintenence of the Warrenton garbage trucks 


— from truck washes to 
oil changes. 

Warrenton is the 
only city in Clatsop 
County that collects its 
own trash. All other 
municipalities contract 
with WOW. 

“We shouldn’t be 
having the competition 
wash our trucks and do those services,” 
Hellberg said. “If we can’t maintain a 
garbage truck, how in the hell are we ever 
going to maintain the rest of our equipment 
in Public Works? 

“I have no faith in anything that’s been 
said in here about Public Works, and I’m 


See WARRENTON, Page 10 
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Dick Hellberg 


Warrenton: Dick Hellberg apologized for his outburst 


Continued from Page 1 


sorry but we have a problem over 
there and that needs to be solved, 
and it’s not going to be solved by 
getting rid of our garbage service at 
this point in time. This whole pre- 
sentation to me is premature.” 


Hellberg wanted to end the con- 
versation there, as did- Ferguson, until 
they had a better understanding as 
to why the proposal was being con- 
sidered. 

“Tt’s news to me,” Ferguson said. 

But Mayor Mark Kujala said he 
wanted to hear the presentation. 


Commissioner Mark Baldwin said 
he’d be willing to hear it, but, “To be 
honest, if it’s a rate increase, ’'m 
completely against it.” 

Cook, the waste company’s 
finance officer, assured the Com- 
mission that the rates would not 
increase for the next two years, and 


he continued the presentation. 

Commissioner Frank Orrell did 
not speak during the discussion. Later, 
Hellberg apologized for his outburst. 

At the conclusion of the presen- 
tation, Kujala said members would 
not be taking any action until they 
had a better understanding. 


a 


Warrenton says goodbye to Parker, hello to Fritsch 


‘This is home and 
‘I’m excited,’ new 
city manager says 


By CHELSEA 
GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The 
Tuesday night Warrenton 
City Commissioner’s meet- 
ing marked the beginning of 
a chapter for the city manag- 
er and the end of a chapter for 
the community development 
director. 

Kurt Fritsch began his 
tenure as the new city man- 
ager, replacing Bob Max- 
field. 

Carol Parker has retired 
from her job as the city’s 
community development 
director. 

She has served as the 
director for the past six years. 

“It’s bittersweet for me,” 
Parker said tearfully. “I’ve 
been looking forward to 


retirement for probably 20 
years, but I always thought it 
would be from a communi- 
ty that I just couldn’t hard- 
ly stand. 

“This is not that commu- 
nity. I have been so blessed 
to have been here and to 
work with you all. It truly is 
bittersweet because we are 
leaving, but you’re all in my 
heart and I thank you so 
much.” 

The commissioners, sans 
Dick Hellberg who was not 
at the meeting, praised Park- 
er for her years of hard work 
and dedication. Mayor Mark 
Kujala said Parker has been 
instrumental in the progress 
of the city. 

“T think the biggest testa- 
ment to what Carol’s impact 
has been is how many peo- 
ple have come up to me in 
the last two weeks and have 
said how much they are 
going to miss her and how 
angry they are she’s leaving 
and why didn’t we do more 
to keep het around,” Kujala 


said. “She’s been a great 
asset to the city.” 

Parker and her husband 
will be moving to Gold Hill 
to spend more time with 
their grandchildren. 

As a builder, Commis- 
sioner Mark Baldwin espe- 
cially thanked Parker for her 
assistance and organization 
over the years prior to him 
joining the commission. 

Parker was presented with 
a plaque from the city, with 
her husband, sister and 
brother-in-law in the audi- 
ence. 

Fritsch was also thanked 
and recognized for what the 
commission hopes will be a 
long relationship as he 
begins his tenure. 


New city manager 

Fritsch said his new posi- 
tion is like coming home for 
him. 

“Being from the North- 
west, this is home and I’m 
excited. There are a lot of 
wonderful things happening 
in Warrenton and a lot of 
things to come,” he said. 

The Longview, Wash., 


native said there is also a lot 
of fine-tuning to do in the 
city, but he called them nice 
challenges. 

Surviving within the 
economy and watching the 
budget closely are among 
those challenges. But rede- 
velopment and urban renew- 
al gives a lot of potential for 
continued growth. 

“There’s nothing that we 
can’t get through,” he said. 


Sewer rates raised 

Once the meeting got 
started, the Warrenton City 
Commission, held the sec- 
ond reading to increase the 
sewer and water rates. Bald- 
win, Kujala and Commis- 
sioner Frank Orrell voted in 
favor of the increase, while 
Commissioner Terry Fergu- 
son voted against the increase 
for the second time. The 
water and sewer rates will 
increase by 5 percent starting 
July 1. 

Baldwin said he received 
a phone call from a con- 
stituent who remembered 
that during the election, 


Baldwin had said he would 
not be in favor of any 
increase at any time. Baldwin 
said he has since changed his 


mind, seeing the increase as 
necessary to keep up with 
the multimillion dollar pro- 
jects the city has under way. 
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AutoZone opens in Warrenton 
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The big scissors were out Saturday for the use of manager Mike Davis, center, for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
open AutoZone, a new automotive parts business in Warrenton. The store Is located on Discovery Lane, adjacent 
to Costco and the Goodwill store, off Ensign Lane. The event was hosted by the Astoria-Warrenton Area Cham- 
ber of Commerce Ambassadors. The national company has hired several area residents to staff the store. Some 
members of the Lower Columbia Classics Car Club brought their vehicles to the event. See another photo online 
at www.dailyastorian.com 


Photo courtesy Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Warrenton Visitor Center welcomes the world 


By Diane Collier and Pat Williams 

Over the past four months, 1,340 carloads of some 3,040 visitors 
stopped into the Warrenton Visitor Center at Youngs Bay Plaza. The 
volunteers greeting the visitors were really surprised to learn where 
all those travelers were coming from. 

Although the majority of visitors came from Oregon, Washington, 
California and British Columbia, there were many others from as far 
away as Cambodia, Lithuania, Hong Kong and South Africa. 

Those from Canada were taking advantage of the favorable 
exchange rate on the dollar while on the search for the sun. Unfor- 
tunately, many times we were forced to encourage them to head 
further south. 

Visitors from the southern parts of the United States, such as Texas, 
Georgia, Florida and Arizona were looking for relief from the heat 
and really appreciated our cooler, wetter weather. 

Only five states— Connecticut, Hawaii, Mississippl, Rhode Island, 
West Virginia, and the District of Columbia— didn t send any visi- 
tors our way, so maybe we should focus more advertising dollars in 
their direction. + 

It was a real kick for all the volunteers at the visitor center to be 
able to help so many travelers on their way with suggestions of spots 
they shouldn’t miss, restaurants to try, vistas to view, and much, 
ae Warrenton Visitor Center officially closed its doors for the 
season at the end of September, but now the Warrenton-Hammond 


After a busy summer, the Warrenton Visitor Center is now setting its sights on welcoming those in the local community. 


Historical Society activities really kick in. For this reason, and to 
stock the outside visitor information slots, the visitor center is still 
open Mondays from October 1 to Memorial Day. 

Now is the time we would like to encourage all our local folks to 
come in with their questions and answers about our community’s past. 
Although we will attempt to stay open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. every 
Monday, please call Diane Collier at 503-861-2450 or 503-717-3553 
prior to your visit just to make sure our plans haven’t changed. 

Sometime this fall, the City of Warrenton is having the interior of 
the visitor center painted. During that time we will be closed. Once 
our space has been beautified, we’re going to really want to strut our 
stuff. So watch for our “All Spiffed Up and Ready to Open” notice 
in The Columbia Press, then come see us. 

Diane Collier especially wanted to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank our awesome volunteers for the time and energy they put in at 
the Warrenton Visitor Center this summer. 

This meant spending at least one day a week answering visitors’ 
questions, restocking supplies of brochures and tidying up the center. 
These faithful volunteers were: Linda and Nolan Giddings, Beverly 
Peck, Sherry Holdiman, Frank Becker, Carol Snell, Ruth Manire, 
and Sonny Collier, all of Warrenton and Hammond, and Neva Jo 
Suhadolnik of Longview, Wash. 

We are happy to report that Diane and Pat are still speaking to 


each other after spending their Mondays working together at the 
visitor center. 
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‘I think 


that public 


t stake’ 
Warrenton to start bidding process 
over for Community Center after 


confidence 


dispute over accepting late deposi 


Sa 


By CHELSEA GORROW 


The Daily Astorian 
It ended Tuesday, when the commission, with- 


A project was proposed to re-side and paint the 
out Baldwin and Frank Orrell who was out of 


WARRENTON — It started at the Aug. 23 
Warrenton Community Center. Commissioner 


Warrenton City Commissioners meeting. 
town, voted to start the process over, because 


Baldwin has filed to protest the awarded bid, in 


tor interested in the job — and the project went out 
favor of himself. 


Mark Baldwin recused himself — being a contrac- 
to bid. 
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Three days later, on Friday, Baldwin filed to 


protest the acceptance of the bid. 


FP OA 9-Ril-RoOl) See BIDS, Page 12 
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Bids: Wilson has asked the commission to be dismissed from the project 


Continued from Page 1 


‘Five contractors bid this project 
for you and all bidders met this cri- 
teria except the lowest bidder, John 
Wilson Construction, and yet you 
still awarded the bid to him,” Bald- 
win wrote in a formal letter to the 
city. “I ask that you reconsider your 
decision and award the contract to 
the lowest qualified bidder.” 

Baldwin is the next lowest qual- 
ified bidder. 

“IT don’t think anyone escapes the 
black brush on this one,” Hellberg 
said. “I think that one way or anoth- 
er, it’s going to come out as, ‘Oh, 
there’s the good ol’ boys, working 
something out among themselves,’ 


and I don’t want that.” 

But, he added, ‘The technicali- 
ty is unfortunate and it’s something 
we’re going to have to watch in the 
future.” 

Meanwhile, Wilson has asked to 
be dismissed from the project and 
for his surety deposit to be retumed. 

Ironically, City Manager Kurt 
Fritsch said the problem should 
have never happened — the surety 
deposit wasn’t even necessary on a 
project like this. 

“T think that John Wilson was 
uncomfortable and that’s why he 
withdrew. That’s why he’s asking 
for dismissal ,”” Mayor Mark Kujala 
said. “I think contractors and sup- 
pliers have to be able to bid in com- 


plete confidence that it’s a fair pro- 
cess. And I think the involvement of 
a city commissioner in the bidding 
process can make a chilling effect to 
others that can be bidding on the 
project. I think it puts city staff in 
an awkward position, I think it puts 
the city commission in an awkward 
position. 

“Tt leaves us vulnerable to ques- 
tions about collusion, influence and 
intimidation. I think that public 
confidence is at stake.” 

The city had three courses of pos- 
sible action to take on Tuesday: 
deny the protest and affirm the award 
to Wilson, uphold the process and 
award the contract to Baldwin, or 
uphold the protest and reject all bids 


on the grounds of ambiguity. 

They chose the latter. 

“T think that’s the only way we 
can win,” Kujala said. 

Hellberg, Kujala and Commis- 
sioner Terry Ferguson all voted for 
that option. But Ferguson had a 
different perspective on the issue. 

“Commissioner Baldwin is a 
general contractor and this is his 
livelihood and he has every right 
and entitlement to bid on any job he 
wants to,” Ferguson said. “Just 
because it’s the city of Warrenton, it 
shouldn’t be any different.” 

The re-siding of the community 
center was not the only issue on the 
table. Now, the commission will 
begin the process of deciding if city 


commissioners should have the 
privilege of bidding on public pro- 
jects. 

“We need to look at formalizing 
our position on commissioners 
doing business with the city,” Hell- 
berg said. 

Kujala agreed. “I would ask that 
we have a draft ordinance put on 
the agenda for discussion, that city 
commissioners do not bid.” 

Ferguson said he disagreed and 
that Baldwin has a right to make a 
living. 

Kujala said he felt that Wilson 
had a right to make a living, too. 

The discussion is expected at the 
next Warrenton Commission meet- 
ing, Sept. 27. 
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By Gary Nevan 
The Warrenton City Commission held a 
Hellberg, decided to throw all the bids out | 


special meeting Tuesday afternoon to deliber- 
The commissioners present at the meeting, | 


Mayor Mark Kujala, Terry Ferguson and Dick | 
the issue. Baldwin and Commissioner Frank 


and start over again after a spirited debate on 
Orrell were not in attendance. 


ate a formal protest by Commissioner Mark 
Baldwin regarding the commission’s decision 
last week to award a contract to a low bidder 
for work on the Warrenton Community Cen- 
ter. The commission also had to grapple with 


the decision by the low bidder to back away 
from the job, citing being uncomfortable with 


the process. 


| 
| 
| 


Baldwin, who owns a local construction 


company, was the second lowest bidder 
on the project which includes residing 
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yusosed aay v a}e}s prp 19efoid ay} UO sIOppIq 


In a Sept. 16 letter to the city, Bald- 
win protested that the low bidder, John 


Wilson Construction of Hammond, was 
allowed to submit a bid security deposit two 


He had excused himself from any 
deliberation among the commission 
during the entire process. He did not 
hours after the 2 p.m. deadline on Sept. 13. He 
stated that the bid document clearly said a five 
percent security deposit was required when 


and painting of the community center. 
vote on the bid award. 


the bid was submitted. In the letter, Baldwin | 
asked the commission to reconsider their deci- | 


sion and award the contract to the next lowest 


qualified bidder, which was himself. 
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The city’s bid documents signed by the five 
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bidders on the project did state a five percent 
security bond was required at the time of bid 
submittal, however, the city’s solicitation 
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received. 
Commissioner Terry Ferguson strongly 
objected to awarding the bid to Wilson, stating 


“This whole thing is an embarassment. 


| don’t think anyone escapes 
a black brush on this one.” 


—Warrenton City Commissioner Dick Hellberg— 


document, the advertisement for bid, did not 
mention or require a bid security. 

The commission decided Sept. 13 to award 
the contract to John Wilson Construction, who 
submitted the low bid of $21,787, despite 
not submitting a five percent security deposit 
before the 2 p.m. deadline on Sept. 13. Wilson 
did submit the deposit by 4 p.m. that day after 
being notified that a deposit had not yet been 


that the rules were not followed. He voted no 
on the bid award. 

At the special meeting, Kujala and Hell- 
berg argued that it was improper for a city 
commissioner to bid on any city projects. 

“This whole thing is an embarrassment,” 
said Hellberg. “I don’t think anyone escapes 
a black brush on this one. When he (Bald- 
win) protested it, people may think ‘there’s 
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the good old boys again’. If you’re going to 
be a commissioner, you can’t do jobs for the 
city. It looks bad. You should do things for 
free. This shouldn’t have happened. 
The technicality was unfortunate and 
we need to make sure there aren’t any 
contradictions in city documents again. 
We need to formalize our position re- 
garding the commission doing business 
with the city.” 

Ferguson disagreed. 

“Baldwin has every right to bid 
any job he wants,” he said. “That’s his 
livelihood. He stepped down and excused 
himself.” 

Kujala strongly disagreed stating, “It’s 
more important to preserve the integrity of the 
city. This opens us up to all kinds of problems. 
People will withdraw from bidding because | 
they will feel uncomfortable. It can have a 
chilling affect if contractors think there is the 

Continued on page 3 


Should Mayor of Warrenton be paid? 


City sets goals for 2012 also crossed off the list because 


commissioners felt it was a com- 
By CHELSEA GORROW pleted task. 
The Daily Astorian 


Projects that are ongoing into 
2012 include pursuing levee 
WARRENTON — City Com- improvements and cer- 
missioner Mark Baldwin would tification of the city 
like to see Warrenton revise the levee system to meet 
city’s charter, making the mayor’s U.S. Army Corps of 
seat an elected position and adding Engineers requirements 
a monthly stipend for that job. and implementation of 
As the city’s charter is written, prioritized Urban 
Warrenton is led by commission- Renewal agency pro- 
ers, not councilors, and they select 
their own mayor from among the 


jects. 
five each year. 


“That’s the big one for me,” 
Mayor Mark Kujala said of urban 

“TJ think it’s an excellent idea,” 
said Mayor Mark Kujala. “TI get 


renewal. 
Studying the waste water system 
asked all the time why we do it the 
way we do it. ... I think it was set 


inflow and infiltration problems, 
up as a small-town government. 


as well as plans for its improve- 
ments also remaine on the list. 

That’s how we get set up and at 

some point, you’ve got to expand.” 


See WARRENTON, Page 3 


The city’s charter amendment 
would have to be approved by the 
voters before any changes could be 
implemented in the city of War- 
renton. 

Baldwin’s suggestion 
came during the city’s 
annual goal setting 
meeting, held Tuesday 
evening before the City 
Commission meeting. 

Four goals of last 
year’s six rolled over 
onto this year’s priori- 
ties. Commissioners decided to 
cross off updating the fireflow, in 
East Warrenton and removing the 
water tank from East Harbor Drive 
from the list because these actions 
are being taken care of. 

A goal of improving communi- 
ty communication through the 
city’s website and a newsletter was 


Dick 
Hellberg 


selected 
as mayor 
Page 3 
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Warrenton: Garbage system, health are eyed 


Continued from Page 1 


Hellberg takes the gavel in Warrenton 


By CHELSEA GORROW 


“We’re not there yet,” 
Commissioner Frank Orrell 
said. 


will do the best job that I’m able 


Street improvements will The Daily Astorian to,” Hellberg said. “I may not be 
remain on the list as a focus as good in public but I think I can 
and upkeep item — although WARRENTON — Dick do a good job here as chair of the 


Hellberg is the city of Warren- 
ton’s new mayor, following a 
commissioner election Tuesday 
night at City Hall. 

Hellberg was voted in 3-2 by 
city commissioners with him- 
self, Mark Baldwin and Terry 
Ferguson voting for him. Com- 
missioner Frank Orrell and cur- 
rent mayor, Mark Kujala, voted 
for Kujala. 

Kujala was then elected as vice chairman 
with a 3-2 vote with himself, Hellberg 
and Orrell in favor. Baldwin voted for Fer- 
guson and and Ferguson voted for Orrell. 
“I am willing to accept as the mayor and 


commission.” 

This is Hellberg’s third con- 
secutive term serving on the City 
Commission. He was re-elected in 
2010. 

A former teacher, Hellberg 
was born and raised in Astoria) He 
graduated from Astoria High 
School in 1956, served in the 
Marine Corps and worked on fish- 
ing boats between semesters and breaks at 
Western Oregon University. In 1959, he 
began commercial fishing. In 1967, he 
began his teaching career in Warrenton, 
where he met his wife. The couple have two 
sons. 


much work and progress has 
been made on maintenance 
and overlay projects in the 
2011 year. 

New ideas include Orrell’s 
suggestion for expanding the 
city’s garbage system as a 
business to increase the 
number of customers and 
looking into mitigating 
health care costs for city 
employees. 

Kujala said expanding the 
city’s garbage service would 
require a sanitation review. 
“T’m all for it,” he said. 

City Manager Kurt Fritsch 
said city staff are looking 
into options for health care 


Dick 
Hellberg 


and will report to the com- 
mission later. 

Kujala also recommended 
the city do something about 


the Twin Spruce neighbor- 
hood on the south end of 
town near Warrenton High 
School. Residents asked the 
city nearly 15 years ago to 


become part of the sewer sys- 
tem. The city had agreed at 
that time, but nothing has 
been done since for the homes 
in that area. 


A finalized, and possibly 
narrowed down list, will be 
brought back to the city com- 
mission in the near future for 
approval. 


Need for new chief 


onceming the request for a new police offi- 

cer for Warrenton: A few years ago the peo- 
ple of Warrenton voted to get an extra police offi- 
cer. My vote was yes. 

The reason for my yes vote was in hopes 
of obtaining more patrol time in our city, 
especially on Southeast 12th Place, which 
is also Airport Road. This road has almost 
been abandoned by our police patrols. 

I have talked to our police chief, and he 
said they would look into it. This road is 
a drag and race strip for all the employees 
who work for different businesses at the 
airport. These people drive through going 50 
to 70 mph, with a speed sign that says 35 
mph. 

The chief asked me what time was best 
to observe the area. I told him 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m., then 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and 
also 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. You guessed it, the 
patrols never came untill all activity had 
stopped. 

So why a new officer? The department 
won’t be any better than it was before. 
Also, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. I counted 22 
cars that did not stop at the stop sign from 
12th Place entering Altemate U.S. Highway 
101. 

A new officer? What a joke. We need a 
new chief instead, who can better manage the 
department. 

JIM CULP Sr. 
Warrenton 
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Population 

Total Assessed Value’ 
Permanent Rate 
Amount of tax raised 


by permanent rate 
after adjustments 


1 does not include urban renewal assessed value 


Area City's Property Tax Permanent Rate Levies 
Tax Year 2011-2012 


City of 
Warrenton 


384,499,032 


1.6701 


642,181.15 


City of 
Astoria 


621,045,756 


8.1738 


5,038,151.40 


City of 
Gearhart 


430,743,919 


1.0053 


$ 433,026.61 


Sources: Clatsop County 2011-2012 Assessment and Taxation Summary 
Portland State University , Population Research Center, certified census April, 2011 


City of 
Cannon Beach 


City of 
Seaside 


937,681,001 758,455,389 


$ 3.1696 0.7049 


$ 2,971,801.74 $$ 534,635.37 


Area City's Property Tax Rates 
Tax Year 2011-2012 


City of City of 
Warrenton Astoria 
Tax Code 0113 3004, 3010 0100, 0101, 0109 


School 5.8730 5.5225 5.8730 
Government 4.1662 4.1662 10.2949 
School Bonds 2.3228 0.3278 2.3228 
Government Bonds 1.7002 1.7002 0.4814 


Total Tax Rate 14.0622 11.7167 18.9721 12.0067 


Total Tax on $125,000 Assessed Value $ 1,757.78 $ 1,464.59 2,371.51 1,500.84 


Source: Clatsop County 2011-2012 Assessment and Taxation Summary 


1001, 1027 
5.8628 
7.0434 
0.2076 
0.5300 

13.6438 


1,705.48 


City of 


Cannon Beach 


1008 
5.8628 
3.4881 
0.2076 
0.9325 

10.4910 


1;311.38 $ 


1009 
5.8628 
4.4161 
0.2076 
0.9325 

11.4190 


1,427.38 
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Campbell Group changes recipe 
for Warrenton’s watershed 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 


Bob Bingham, the superintendent of the Warrenton Water Treatment Facility, overlooks the Lewis and Clark Dam that lies with- 
in the Campbell Group property east of Seaside on the Lewis and Clark Mainline. The Campbell Group planned to harvest trees 
surrounding Warrenton’s facilities but reconsidered in order to protect the waterline that runs for a short stretch above ground 
from the dam, eventually leading to the water treatment facility. 


City lauds timber company for creating bigger buffer zone 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


hen it comes to timber har- 
vest, every tree counts. 

When it comes to the people of War- 
renton and their water, however, every 
person counts ... twice. 

The Campbell Group timber property is 
located in the hills east of Seaside along the 
Lewis and Clark River. 

The city’s water supply is nestled inside 
of that property, which presented a problem 
for the city when the trees were scheduled to 
be chopped down. 

But the Campbell Group has come to the 


rescue, namely in the person of Ryan Kaino, 
who didn’t only volunteer to do the right 
thing, but went above and beyond, accord- 
ing to Bob Bingham, the city of Warrenton’s 
water treatment facility superintendent. 

“T got notice from Ryan at the Campbell 
Group that they were going to do some 
logging up by one of the dams,” Bingham 
said. “And my concern was there was some 
big timber surrounding the dam and the 
infrastructure — there’s a fish ladder there and 
some railings that we put up for safety rail- 
ings, and just a lot of concrete. Plus, there’s 
a 24-inch water main that’s actually bolted 
against the rocks. 

“Because it was on the south side of the 
river, and winds there are generally from the 


south or the southwest, typically what hap- 
pens when you log an area, the trees that are 
left, they blow down. So my fear was these 
big trees were going to blow down and hit 
the pipe, break the pipe and do some dam- 
age to the infrastructure.” 

So Bingham called the Campbell Group, 
expressing concems about “leaving enough of 
a buffer,” as he says, to protect the city’s water 
supply and protect a pipe that could cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to replace. 

The Campbell Group said they would see 
what they could do. 

“What they could do” ended up saving 
the day. ; 


See WARRENTON, Page 12 


erase 


ia 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 


are allowed to log within 100 feet of the Lewis and Clark River, the Camp- 
proximately 75,000-100,000 board feet of timber. The decision 


Though they 
bell Group has forfeited ap 
was made to protect Warrenton's water supply. 


Continued from Page 1 


The Campbell 
Group 


Warrenton’s water facili- 
ties and pipelines are located 
within the Campbell Group’s 


property. The facilities | 


include four dams, the water 
treatment facility, the raw 
water reservoir and several 
pipelines. 

Warrenton owns small 
amounts of property around 


each of the facilities, plus 
30,000 feet of water mains 
that run through the timber 
company’s property with 
established easements, 
including access the proper- | 
ty. | 


During the past 25 years, 
Bingham explained, the 
watershed has had five dif- 
ferent timber company own- 
ers, including Weyerhauser 
before The Campbell Group 
came in. Warrenton’s water 
rights date back to the early 
1900s. 

“The Campbell Group has 
always been a real good 
neighbor,” Bingham said, 
who has worked with the city 
for 24 years. “Anytime 
they’re doing any spraying 
or logging or anything, 
they’ve always worked with 
us and whatever our concerns 
were, they were ‘no prob- 
lem.” 

Kaino, a Campbell Group 
Forest Engineer, said the 
group values the important 
partnership with the city, as 
neighbors and as a supplier 
for some of their own. 

“Half of our employees 
drink that same water. So it’s 
important to us to work well 
with them and not to do any- 
thing to harm that resource,” 
Kaino said. 


“Anytime we’re operating 
around their infrastructure, 
we let them know what our 
plans are and what we’re 
doing and ask if they have 
any concerns. And if they do, 
we act accordingly to see if 
we can come up with a solu- 
tion.” 

Bingham had contacted 
State Forestry in the mean- 
time while he waited to see 
what Campbell Group’s 
response to this particular 
concern would be. 

“By law, they can come 
within 100 feet of a river. 
They don’t have to leave any- 
thing behind that,” Bingham 


said. “But the Campbell 
Group got back to me and 
said, ‘We rethought the 
whole process and realized 
what you were talking about. 
So we went ahead and left a 
bigger buffer.” 

That buffer was 2.5 to 
three acres of timber, which 
translates to 75,000 to 
100,000 board feet. Kaino 
said he would rather not 
attach a dollar amount to the 
forfeit. 

“They lost that, they 
couldn’t log that, because 
they were benefitting the fact 
that there was no damage to 
the infrastructure,” he said. 


The city’s water 

supply 

The raw water intakes for 
the city are located in the 
Lewis and Clark River 
Watershed, a sub- basin of the 
Lower Columbia Basin. The 
streams that contribute to the 
intakes flow from the western 
slopes of Saddle Mountain, 
Bingham explained, with a 
cumulative total of nearly 25 
miles. 

The drinking water for 
Warrenton is supplied by 
intakes starting at the Lewis 
and Clark dam, flowing 
downstream to Big and Lit- 
tle South Fork dams then 
downstream to Camp C 
creek dam. 


All water sources flow 
into one common 24-inch 
pipeline which then flows 
downstream to the raw water 
reservoir, then to the water 
treatment facility where the 
water is filtered and treated. 

The city of Warrenton 
supplies water to more than 
9,000 water customers, start- 
ing in Gearhart going north to 
Fort Stevens in Hammond. 

“T think sometimes we 
need to give credit to some of 
the big boys around here, and 
Campbell Group is one,” 
Commissioner Mark Kujala 
said at the Feb. 28 Warrenton 
Commission meeting. “They 
really have been a good 
neighbor to us. They forsaked 
the dollar, the profit margin 
there, to go ahead and give us 
a little extra buffer around 
our waterline. And I want to 
show some appreciation for | 
them.” 

The watershed is primari- | 
ly dominated by forestry land 
uses. Other uses include 
hunting, fishing, mountain 
biking and other recreational 
activities. 

The Watershed is gated to 
restrict access to all motorized 
vehicles, but open to the pub- 
lic that wish to walk or bike 
in. The gates are opened dur- 
ing the rifle deer and elk 
hunting seasons to vehicle 


traffic. 
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’s Lewis and Clark 
’s water facilities 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 


Wash., stands atop a hill on the Campbell Group 


he Campbell Group voluntarily declined to log three acres surrounding Warrenton 
falling trees. 


T 


with Jerry DeBriae Logging of Cathlamet, 
to protect them from 


101 logging site. 


A yarder, 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 
The Big and Little South Fork creeks converge while rush- 
ing through a narrow canyon in the hills above Seaside. 
Warrenton's drinking water is supplied by intakes starting 
at the Lewis and Clark Dam, flowing toward the Big and Lit- 
tle South Fork dams, then downstream to Camp C Creek 
Dam. All water sources flow into one 24-inch pipe that leads 
to the Raw Creek Reservoir and onto the water treament 
facility, from which it supplies water to 9,000 customers. 
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Warrenton OKs Warrenton: City has new fire truck | 


capital project 


Commission approves public 
works’ garage; city to look 
into relocating department 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 
Q-~!@- 2012 

WARRENTON — The Public Works 
Department had its moment in the spotlight 
— or perhaps under the microscope — Wednes- 
day, as the Warrenton City Commission 
decided what to do and where to do it. 

Two items on Wednesday’s agenda includ- 
ed discussion on the Public Works Depart- 
ment relocation and consideration of a bid 
award for a public works’ garage. 

“If we don’t do this, we won’t do any- 
thing,” said Public Works Director Don Sny- 
der of the garage proposal. “The equipment 
will continue to sit out there and rot.” 

The department’s equipment is parked — 
not housed — across the street from City Hall 
on Main Avenue. 

It is constantly rained on, exposed to the 

«elements and left open to possible vandal- 
ism. 

“We’ve had a lot of recent expenses on 
maintaining the back truck because all of the | 
electronic controls have been destroyed. We’ve | 
had to replace them twice in the last three | 


See WARRENTON, Page 12 
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months,” Snyder said. “And we've had down- 
time of about four weeks because of that and the 
equipment that’s sitting out there unprotected. 
It’s really a waste to have that equipment sitting 
out there. ... 

“This was presented to me as a high priori- 
ty to get the equipment out of the weather.” 

The commission approved a bid from Cen- 
trex Construction of Tigard for $115,000 for a 
manufactured garage — well within the $150,000 
budgeted for the project. 

But not before Commissioner Terry Fergu- 
son let the commission in on a little secret. 

“That fill is not compacted,” he said of the 
land where the garage is proposed, adding that 
he’s never seen the footing design for how the 
structure will be rooted into the ground. It’s all 
sand, six feet deep, he said. 

He asked at the time whether to compact it, 
he told the commission. “They said ‘No, don’t 
compact it. Because we’ll never build nothing 
there.” 

But Commissioner Mark Kujala said it’s 
irresponsible not to house the equipment and the 
commission took a vote. 

The garage was approved with a 4-1 vote — 
Frank Orrell, Kujala, Hellberg and Mark Bald- 
win voted in favor; Ferguson voted against. 

Prior to the garage approval, the commission 
discussed the possibility and pending plans to 
move Public Works to a different location. 

Ferguson is fighting to have the commission 
at least consider land on Ninth and Ridge Road 
near the former garbage dump and the soccer 
fields — a space he said he prepared for this very 
reason years ago before the city ran out of money 
for the project and the idea was abandoned. 

The city is looking at two options — one that 
they would share with the county and the state 
on the north end; the other was discussed in 
executive session. 

“At least go look at it,” Ferguson said of the 
Ridge Road space. 

Commissioners and staff argued with Fer- 
guson that the space isn’t big enough, it’s too 
close to the cap on the garbage dump, it’s bor- 
dered by wetlands and the toxic gases from the 
dump could be an issue. 

“It’s not a very good site. It’s not large 
enough for what we really need. We need about 
five acres” of level land, Snyder said. “With elec- 


tricity and utilities to it. I think there’s two much 
better options.” 

There’s land set aside for that purpose, Sny- | 
der said, to be shared with the county and the 
state on the North Coast end. It’s out of the 
tsunami zone, while Ridge Road, he said, is not. 

“There was a two-story office proposed there 
before we ran out of money and it didn’t hap- 
pen,” Ferguson said of the Ridge Road space. 
‘And the land is 50 feet from the garbage dump. 

This is the second commission meeting | 
where the subject came up. 

But in the end, the commission decided to 
table the discussion on where Public Works 
should go. 

Ferguson said he hoped it wouldn’t be tabled 
for another 20 years, to which Commission 
Mark Kujala said, “You're the liaison for the 
commission. Any time you want to reconvene 
the advisory committee, you’re welcome to do | 
it. You never came to me ...” but Mayor Dick 
Hellberg ended the conversation and rising ten- 
sions with the gavel. 

The discussion will continue later. 

In other city news; 

* Warrenton Fire Department has a new 
truck. Fire Chief Ted Ames reported to the 
commission that a $20,000 down payment had 
been made on a new truck that was used for 
demonstrations. With 4,000 miles on it, the city 
bought the $320,000 truck for $276,500. It 
will replace the orange engine truck in Hammond 
that was purchased new in 1986 but requires 
more than $35,000 in repairs. The city has 
financed the truck for seven years. 

¢ The commission hasn’t been using an 
ancient ordinance on the books but decided to 
remove it Wednesday night, just in case. City 
staff discovered an old ordinance that would 
allow city commissioners to waive their personal 
utility bills, such as water, sewer and garbage. 
No current commissioner has received these 
perks — which would be illegal — and the com- 
mission unanimously voted to remove them. 

e Warrenton commissioners approved nine 
city goals for 2012, which include marketing 
their property that is next to Quincy Park, con- 
tinuing work toward levee improvements and 
prioritizing and implementing urban renewal 
agencies. 

¢ The commission voted to host a work 
session on system development charges at 5:30 


p.m. Feb. 28. —(J-/6-RO/2Q_ 


Warrenton 


buys land 
next to 
marina 


Commission seeks to move 
forward on master plan 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Urban Renewal 
Agencyapproved the purchase of land neigh- 


boring the Warrenton Marina Tuesday night in | 
an effort to move forward on the marina mas- | 


ter plan. 
The size: 3.6 acres. 


The cost: $620,000, negotiated from > 


$640,000. 

The benefit: priceless, according to City 
Manager Kurt Fritsch and Warrenton Mayor 
Dick Hellberg. 


The Warrenton City Commission took the | 


action doubling as the Urban Renewal Agency. 

“The purchase of the property would ben- 
efit the city in a couple of ways,” Fritsch said. 
“One would be, as we discussed at a previous 
executive session, to benefit the city in the 
development of its core conveyance,” includ- 
ing sewer lines to the wastewater treatment 
plant. 

“This is really the only crossing that we have 
left to us as an option,” he added. “And the 
other side of this is that it has value to the com- 
munity in the development of the marina itself.” 

The Warenton Boat Basin is a working har- 
bor and public recreational boat moorage built 
in stages during the last 40 years, according to 
the master plan. 

The plan says the area of the Skipanon 
River estuary has supported vibrant commer- 
cial logging and fishing industries for nearly 
150 years. The harbor is home to small-scale 
commercial fishing operations, sport-fishing 
charters, seasonal fishing and-guiding activi- 
ties, year-round recreational moorage and a 
public launch ramp facility. 


11-14-2012. See WARRENTON, Page 2 | 
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The goals, part of the Urban 
Renewal plan drafted in 2009, 
include rehabilitating and 
upgrading the Warrenton Mari- 
na to be a major community 
attraction, supporting com- 
mercial and sport fishing activ- 
ities in the marina upgrade, 
promoting mixed-use devel- 
opment on uplands areas 
around the marina, using 
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Warrenton: Marina to be attraction 


design guidelines and devel- 
opment standards to create a 
consistent and aesthetically 
pleasing development and 
finally, developing the Harbor 
Street corridor as a key link 
between U.S. Highway 101 
and the downtown area. 

The property owners for the 
land near the marina want to 
close by the end of the year, 
Fritsch said. 

Hellberg said he was in 


favor of the city’s purchase. 

The property, he said, “is 
ideally located for our marina 
and would certainly relieve the 
parking problem we have on 
Harbor and elsewhere when we 
have our sportfishing season.” 

The purchase was approved 
4-0, with Hellberg, Mark 
Baldwin, Frank Orrell and 
Terry Ferguson voting in 
favor. Commissioner Mark 
Kujala was absent. 
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Warrenton Firefighters of the Year Honored 


FLINT CARLSON 


Lifetime Achievement Award 


Flint Carlson was the recipient 

of the first Lifetime Achievement 
Award the department has ever 
presented. Flint retired from ac- 
tive duty with the department in 
the fall of 2011 after 32 years of 
service with the Hammond Vol- 
unteer Fire Department and the 
Warrenton Fire Department. Flint 
started his career with the Ham- 
mond Volunteer Fire Department 
in 1981 and was promoted to 
assistant chief in 1987. Flint has 
served as assistant fire chief for 
four chiefs during his time in the 
fire service and has responded 
to countless requests for emer- 
gency assistance. The inscription 
on Flint’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award reads the following: “The 
Warrenton Fire Department is 
Proud to Recognize Flint Carl- 
son, 2011 Lifetime Achievement 
Award, For 32 years of Dedicated 
and Selfless Service as Assistant 
Fire Chief, Firefighter, Mentor and 
Friend.” 


BRIAN ALSBURY 
Firefighter of the Year 


Brian Alsbury joined the 
department in April of 2008 after 
moving to Warrenton from Astoria 
where he had volunteered for 
the Astoria Fire Department for 
a number of years. Brian was 
awarded the 2011 Firefighter of 
the Year at the banquet. This is 
the second time Brian has been 
honored with this award. Brian 
also was honored with the 2011 
EMS Provider of the Year award. 
In June of 2010, Brian successful- 
ly passed the exam and interview 
process and was promoted to 
the position of lieutenant with the 
department. Brian is a very active 
and responsible responder and 
company officer, and truly earned 
both of these awards. 


Geanna Harrison joined the 
department as a recruit volunteer 
and started her entry level fire- 
fighter training in January, 2011. 
She completed her entry level 
training in July and began re- 


GEANNA HARRISON 
Co-Chief’s Award 


sponding with the department in 
early September after she turned 
18. Geanna responded to 184 
calls for service from September 
4 through December 31, 2011. 
She is currently finishing up her 
second term of the EMT-Basic 
course at Clatsop Community 
College. Geanna was very active 
with the department throughout 
2011 and worked hard on training, 
response and the many special 
projects and events the depart- 
ment is involved in each year. 


Derek Daugherty joined the 
department in July of 2010 with 
experience and training from 
participation with the North Bend, 
Oregon Fire Department. Derek 
is a full time employee at Medix 
Ambulance working crew shifts. 
Derek just recently earned his 
Oregon EMT-Intermediate certi- 
fication from Clatsop Community 
College. Derek is very active with 
training and response with us, as 


DEREK DAUGHERTY 
Co-Chief’s Award 


well as volunteering his time for 
many other special projects and 
events throughout the year. 


Steven Zamora was honored 
with the 2011 Plug Ugly Award. 
The Plug Ugly award is given 
each year to that special person 
who may have pulled a memo- 
rable stunt, or made a less than 
desirable mistake or contribu- 
tion. The award is not intended 
to be harmful or demeaning in 
any way. It is a way of reminding 


STEVEN ZAMORA 
Plug Ugly Award 


that special member just how 
much we a remember their “spe- 
cial contribution.” Steven joined 
the department in December of 
2005. He has been an exemplary 
volunteer and makes himself 
available throughout the year for 
many, many special events and 
projects as well as being an in- 
credibly active responder. Steven 
also successfully completed the 
exam and interview process for 
lieutenant and was promoted in 
October, 2010. 
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Warrenton firefighters 
honored at Awards 


Banquet and Presentation 


By Warrenton Fire Chief 
Ted Ames 

On Saturday, January 28, the 
Warrenton Firefighters Association 
and the Warrenton Fire Department 
held their 15th Annual Awards Ban- 
quet and Presentation. 

This year’s event was held 
at the Camp Kiwanilong lodge 
and was impressively catered by 
McKeown’s. We had a great evening 
of outstanding food, wonderful com- 
pany and well-deserved recognition. 
Our guests this year were Laroy and 
Catie Smith, Mike and Traci Sahl- 
berg, Jerry and Roxie Gaidos, Rick 
and Patty Newton, Mike and Kelly 
Smith, City Manager Kurt Fritsch, 
and our Guest of Honor Mayor Mark 
Kujala and his wife Alana. Mayor 
Kujala was also our Guest Speaker 
for the evening. 

Mayor Kujala gave a wonderful 
talk on how complicated develop- 
ment in Warrenton has become and 
how continued development will im- 
pact the services the fire department 
is charged with providing. Mark also 
expressed his appreciation for all of 
the hard work and long hours that 
our volunteer firefighters freely give 
to the City. 

Each year, four awards are given 
to some very deserving members 
of your fire department. The four 
awards are the “Firefighter of the 
Year,” “EMS Provider of the Year,” 
the “Plug Ugly Award,” (this is given 
to someone who had made a funny, 
maybe less than desirable contribu- 
tion throughout the past year), and 
the “Chief’s Award.” 

The volunteer firefighters cast 
votes for all of the award recipients 
with the exception of the Chief’s 
Award which is awarded by the Fire 
Chief to that person or persons who 
have gone above and beyond the 
day-to-day duties for the department 
and the community throughout the 
year. 

The 2011 Award Recipients are 
as follows: 


Firefighter of the Year 
BRIAN ALSBURY 


EMS Provider of the Year 
BRIAN ALSBURY 


Plug Ugly Award Winner 
STEVEN ZAMORA 


Co-Chief’s Award Winners 
DEREK DAUGHERTY 
GEANNA HARRISON 


2011 was the first year we awarded 
the “Lifetime Achievement Award.” 
This award will not be handed out on 
an annual basis as it takes many years 
of dedicated, selfless service to earn. 

After 32 years of service to the 
Town of Hammond and the City 
of Warrenton, Flint Carlson retired 
from active duty with the fire de- 
partment in the fall of 2011. Flint 
was awarded with the first “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” at this year’s 
banquet. 

I can’t begin to express my appre- 
ciation, thanks and admiration for all 
Flint has given to the department, the 
City of Warrenton and the Warren- 
ton Rural Fire Protection District 
for over 30 years. The dedication 
and commitment Flint exhibited for 
so many long years was not easily 
achieved. There were many sac- 
rifices and many long hours away 
from family and his regular job that 
very few people truly understand. 


Officer, Assistant Fire Chief for four 
fire chiefs, a friend and a mentor. We 
will all miss his wisdom, experience, 
sense of humor and tremendous 
wealth of common sense. 

Iam extremely proud of the above 
people for the incredible commit- 
ment to, and the many contributions 
they made to the department and 
the community throughout last year. 
I am also very proud of each and 


every member of the department | 


for the dedication, hard work and 
tremendous sacrifices they make day 


in and day out in providing this most | 


important of all services. 

The City of Warrenton depends 
on many volunteers to perform a 
number of duties and services each 
year, however, no group or organi- 
zation comes even remotely close 
to dedicating the time, or making 


the sacrifices that your volunteer — 


firefighters give to the City. This 
group of professional volunteers 


answered 814 calls for emergency | 


assistance last year. These calls 
don’t always come at convenient 
or scheduled times. They come at 
breakfast, lunch and dinner time. 
They come at 10:00 p.m. after a 
long day at work. They come on 
Saturday afternoon in the middle of 
a home project. They come at 6:00 
a.m. when one is trying to get ready 
to go to a regular job. 

This group of volunteers doesn’t 
get to pick and choose, or schedule 


' the time they are called to perform 


ij . . . . 
this most essential of services. This 


same group participated in over 
170 hours of scheduled training and 


_ continuing education throughout the 
_ year. Thankfully, those hours can be 


scheduled. 

As I have said in the past, our 
community is truly blessed to have 
such a dedicated and professional 
group of volunteers who are willing 


_ to deliver life and property saving 


i | services in such a cost effective 
Flint was a firefighter, a Company © oo 


efficient manner. 


No, these people are not your 
average community volunteers who 
are looking for something to do once 
in awhile when it’s convenient. They 
are true professionals who respond 
when someone who is probably hay- 
ing one of the worst days of their life 
calls for help. 

I am so very proud of the men 


_ and women of the Warrenton Fire 


Department, and what they accom- 
plish each and every day, including 
weekends and ALL holidays. 


Warrenton commissioners get | 
heated up over change orders 


‘Commission faced with flooding store or home, but decides to do neither 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Flood out a 
store or flood out a home? 

That was the choice Warrenton 
City Commissioners were faced 
with Tuesday night. 

But they chose to do neither. 

Instead, the commission direct- 
ed city staff to find a solution to a 
drainage problem — not to create 
more problems. 


DA FP HE 25- 


“T want to make sure we’re not 
Saving a store and creating a prob- 
lem for anybody,” Commissioner 
Mark Baldwin said. 

The commission was asked to 
approve two change orders for the 
new public works garage next to the 
public works yard at 45 S.W. Sec- 
ond St. 

The first change order, at 
almost $13,000, will include the 
necessary electrical feed to five 
garage doors, as well as fund the 


ACH 


garage doors and emergency light- 
ing to the garage. That order for 
payment to Centrex Construction 
of Tigard was approved unani- 
mously by the commissioners; 
Baldwin, Terry Ferguson and 
Mark Kujala (Commissioner 
Frank Orrell was absent.) and 
Mayor Dick Hellberg. 

But the second change order 
raised eyebrows. It was for more 
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Warrenton: Rain causes flooding 


Continued from Page 1 


than $8,000 to pay for a storm 
drain change. 

The issue came to light last 
year, when Mike Aho, the 
owner of the Warrenton Main 
Street Market, 191 S. Main 
Ave., came to the commis- 
sion to say his lot gets flood- 
ed every year when the rains 
become heavy because the 
ditch behind his store isn’t 
deep enough and the pipe to 
drain it isn’t sufficient. 

The change order would 
reroute the public works 
garage’s drainage to Alder 
Street. 

But Ema Wood came to 
the Warrenton City Commis- 
sion about her drainage prob- 
lems last year. Her yard on 
Alder, as well as her drive- 
way and garage, floods every 
year because of the poor 
drainage in front of her house. 

The garage’s drainage 
would be rerouted to her ditch. 

“That ditch will go to a 
pipe that goes down to her 
house?” Ferguson asked. 

“Correct,” Public Works 
Director Don Snyder respond- 
ed. 

“Well, that’s the problem 
she’s having. That line backs 
up and floods her out. Now 
we're going to increase it,” 
Ferguson said. “Now we’re 
making it a bigger problem 
for her, instead of trying to 
help her out.” 

Snyder said it shouldn’t 
make that much of a difference 
or impact the ditch signifi- 
cantly. It’s going to impact 
one system or the other, he 
said. “It’s a minimal impact.” 

“Try explaining that to 
her,” Ferguson said. 

“I don’t want to flood out 
the store, but I don’t want to 
flood out Mrs. Woods or 
anybody else that lives along 
that,” added Baldwin. “We 
already have problems. Let’s 
come up with solutions 
before we create bigger prob- 
lems.” 

But one member of the 
commission did not share the 


same sentiment. 

“I make a motion that we 
get this thing done. We’ve 
discussed this at length when 
we had this first come up. 
We're trying to address a prob- 
lem in the alley way behind 
Main Street Market,” Kujala 
said. “She built her garage in 
a hole. That’s plain and sim- 
ple. Her house is in a hole. 
And as much as we try to 
address it on the street, she’s 
still going to have that eleva- 
tion problem.” 

Kujala made the motion 
but it died for lack of sup- 


port. 

‘Delaying this, I think, is 
a mistake,” he said. 

Ferguson and Baldwin said 
they would like to see more 
coordination between city staff 
and Engineer of Record Jim 
Rankin to do the project right. 

“Let’s try nip this in the 
bud and at least try to be 
proactive,” Baldwin said, later 
saying, “I'd like to see us get 
with our engineer of record 
and at least let’s meet with 
her and see what we can do. If 
we’re going to send more 
water there, let’s look ahead 
before we do.” 

Ferguson added that he felt 
the city should use the engi- 
neer more since they are 
already paying for him. 

“You guys aren’t engi- 
neers,” he said. “I think we 
need to start using Jim more.” 

But City Manager Kurt 
Fritsch did not like what he 
was hearing. 

“Well I don’t know how 
much more we use him. We’re 
using him the same amount as 
we always have. I guess I’m 
taking that a little bit offen- 
sively to say we’re not includ- 
ing him. This was a small 
piece that was added because 
the commission wanted to add 
it. It didn’t necessarily make 
any sense. But the commis- 
sion wanted to add it because 
it made some neighbors feel 
good. Mr. Rankin is involved 
in every...” 

Hellberg pounded the gavel 
and ordered the “spirited 


debate” to cease. Voices con- 
tinued to be raised and com- 
missioners were speaking over 
the city manager but eventu- 
ally Hellberg got the room 
back under control. 

“Enough,” the mayor said. 
“J want to stop it right now, 
because we’re making accusa- 
tions and I don’t want to go 
there. We were trying to pro- 
tect a business downtown that 
we were at fault in flooding. 
That’s what part of this is 
about. 

‘The only thing that’s on 
the table right now is a few 
change orders. I think we’ve 
gone way out of bounds. So 
let’s get back to the change 
orders. We’re either going to 
do them or we’re not. ... 
We’ve got a business that 
we're flooding out so we have 
a responsibility. 

“We’re not going to solve 
it by arguing with each other.” 

The first change order for 
electrical service was passed. 

The second will be brought 
back with more options. 

This isn’t the first issue 
that the public works garage 
has faced. In February, the 
City Commission voted to 
approve the $115,000 project 
to stop being “irresponsible” 
with millions of dollars of 
equipment that is parked 
outside, exposed to rain, ele- 
ments and vandalism. 

Public Works Director Don 
Snyder told the commission at 
the time, “We've had a lot of 


recent expenses on maintain- | 


ing the back truck because all 
of the electronic controls have 
been destroyed. We've had to 
replace them twice in the last 
three months. 

“If we don’t do this, than 
we won’t do anything.” 

But Ferguson was against 
it. The lot where the garage 
will go is not compacted, he 
said. He filled the site himself. 

He voted to move the 


garage out to Ridge Road. But | 
he was not supported by the | 


commission. 


The garage will go across 
the street from City Hall. 
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ublic to run for the mayor's 


¢ What powers should the mayor 
seat? And if the mayor e 


have? 
¢ How long should the mayor 


serve? 


* When should the change take 


and/or paid, then November 2014 _ place? 
‘I don’t think this needs to be 


* Would a person have to be a 

member of the commission or 

ld the candidate be a member of 
See WARRENTON, Page 11 


ove forward. They are: 


tions that would help city staff 
er on the commission? 


Tuesday night. He posed four ques- 
another seat, creating an even num- 


ed direction from the commission 
a member of the public, 
city drop a commissioner or 


the p 
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e city 


les that lay 
* Commissioner Mark Bald- 


, a would-be change 


“Tt would give the people of the 
of Warrenton a voice in who 
“It’s pretty simple. 
Three of the five commissioners cou 
If it is, and the measure passes 
to amend the city’s charter and b 
allow for the mayor to be elected 
City Manager Kurt Fritsch need- 


should be an elected and possibly 
7. 


would be the first race for mayor in 


November election whether that’s a 
the city of Warrenton. 


out how the commission shou 
selected, led and operated. 

voted Tuesday night to allow the 
community to decide in the 
voice they want to have. 


their spokesperson for th 


WARRENTON — The city of was, 
Warrenton does things a little dif- 


ferently. 


to the city’s charter ru 


paid position 
win said. 
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The Daily Astorian 
Unlike Astoria, it’s run by a 
The mayor is selected by an 

annual vote of the commission 

from among its five members, 
But that may soon change. 
The topic has come up again 

about whether the mayor’s seat — 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
commission, not a council. 


changes in government 
instead of by a vote of the com- 
currently held by Dick Hellberg — 


November if they want 
munity. 


City to ask voters in 
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Warrenton eyes mayor election, charter change 


- Warrenton: Mayor torn 


Continued from Page 1 


very complicated at all,” Com- 
missioner Mark Kujala said. 
“The powers will remain the 
same, it would be a four-year 
term, it would remain to be a 
position on the commission 
and it should probably be 
2014.” 

Kujala, Baldwin and a 
reluctant Commissioner Frank 
Orrell voted to put the issue on 
the November ballot. 

Commissioner Terry Fer- 
guson said the current way is 
working and he would prefer to 
leave it as it is. 

Mayor Dick Hellberg said 
he was tom, but would at least 
like to allow more time on it, 
bringing the issue of whether 
the community wants a vote in 
November 2014 and then hold 
a race for mayor in an election 
after that. 

“I’m not necessarily 
opposed to having an elected 
mayor, but ’'m not necessari- 
ly in favor of it either because 
I think our system works,” 
Hellberg said. “But I don’t 
think it’s something that we 
can do, put it on the ballot by 
November, and have a mean- 


ingful discussion with the , 


community.” 

He added that he would like 
to see the charter rules opened 
up for a full revision rather 
than just the mayor’s seat. 

Commissioner Baldwin 
brought up the idea of having 
an elected and paid mayor after 
the last commission vote for 
mayor, during which Kujala 
was replaced by Hellberg. 

“The last election I felt like 
I was between a rock and a 


hard place,” Baldwin said.’ 


“Quite frankly, if there could 
have been any way I could have 
crawled underneath a rock 


somewhere and disappear for 
that meeting, I would have 
done so. 

‘I’m not going to say that 
I created an enemy, but Mark 
and I don’t discuss things as 
we used to. I think Dick and I 
discuss more things now 
because of it, so it was a pos- 
itive and a negative. 

“A lot of people want to be 
more involved without sitting 
through a two-hour meeting, I 


guess.” 
Community and audience 


. member Dennis Faletti con- 


firmed that to the commission 
when called upon for public 
comment. 

“T think it’s a better way to 
do it,” he said. “I don’t think 
you’re going to be disagree- | 
ing with each other anymore. I | 
think the public will feel more 
part of you guys and not have | 
to come to the meetings all | 
the time. 

“J don’t think it will make 
any difference of you guys, 
fighting or getting together, | 
because you guys seem to) 
know what’s right for the city | 
and you do it, no matter what 
your view is. ... I think it 
should be put on a ballot and 
let people decide, “I want to 
elect my mayor,’ then you’re 
letting everybody have a voice. 
No matter what your opinion 
is, you’re letting me have my 
voice.” 

Kujala said he would like to 
see the person elected replace 
whomever the current mayor 
is at that time. . 

There would be two more 
mayor votes by the commis- 
sion before the ballot measure | 
would go into effect, if passed , 
by the voters. ee gence 

The deadline for the city of 
Warrenton to get the issue on | 
the ballot is Aug. 8. 
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Warrenton Fire Chief: Astoria truck saved our bacon 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The city of Astoria’s 
ladder truck saved Warrenton’s bacon from 
buming to a crisp during the Mother’s Day fire 
at the Columbia Pointe Apartments in Ham- 
mond. 

Chief Ted Ames told the city commission 
Tuesday night that if the ladder truck hadn’t 
been there, the second floor of the apartment 
building would have probably been lost. 

Instead, 11 people were displaced. Seven 
apartments were damaged. : 

“How did our new engine perform?” Com- 
missioner Frank Orrell asked, regarding the 


truck the city approved for purchase last July. 
“Did it do everything we expected?” 

“Tt performed very well,’ Ames said. He 
responded, “And them some,” to the latter 
question. 

But the city of Warrenton needs to plan on 
purchasing a ladder truck soon, Ames told the 
commission. 

“Tf Astoria’s ladder truck hadn’t been avail- 
able, we would have probably stood a pretty 
good chance of losing most of the second 
floor, of that particular building,” he said. 
“We’re getting to the point that with our com- 
munity, the way it’s growing, we’re going to 
need to look seriously at purchasing our own 
in the very near future. There might not be 


November 2014, with the commission’s 


another fire in a multi-family dwelling, two 
story, for another 10 years. I don’t know. But 
I don’t like taking those chances. 

“The interesting thing is that Astoria’s 
wasn’t available the following day and Sea- 
side’s was still down in Eugene for repairs. So 
we’re heavily dependent on two other depart- 
ments for ariel devices and I think we’re grow- 
ing to the point where we need to seriously 
look at getting our own before too much 
longer.” 

The city’s draft budget does list money for 
truck purchase as a line item, but not until the 
2015-16 fiscal year. 

Ames said he hopes to set a bond vote in 


permission. 

A bond would help the department to buy 
a truck, but that would still take until Novem- 
ber or December 2015 to be built and to arrive. 

The possibility of a demo truck from one 
of the 10 companies in the United States that 
make ladder trucks, Ames said in response 
to a question from Commissioner Mark Bald- 
win. 

The last truck purchased by the city was a 
demo version, giving the city a sizable dis- 
count. 

As of now, Ames said a ladder truck would 
cost the city about $750,000. “This is a very 
expensive piece of equipment and it will have 
to serve us a long time,” he said. 


Annual Flag Changing Ceremony 


May 28, 2012 
12:30 pm 
Sponsored by the Fort Stevens VFW Post No. 10580 
Introduction: Jim Fluhrer, Commander VFW Post 10580 
Invocation: Bob Hutson 
Welcome: Dick Hellberg; Mayor, City of Warrenton 
Guest Speaker: Lawrence Alexander SR Vice Commander, Dept. of Oregon VFW 


Changing of the Flag: Color Guard will include representatives from the branches of the 
Armed Forces, the Warrenton Police Dept. and the VFW with help 
from Boy Scout Pack 509. 


Flowers: Adj/QM LeRoy Dunn will lay a wreath under the U.S. Flag and POW 
MIA flag in Honor and Memory of the Service Men and Women who 
left home, never to return. Warrenton Brownie Troop #11471 will lay a 
flower beneath each of the Armed Forces Flag. 


Flowers: warrenton Police Chief Bob Workman accompanied by the widow 
of Robert Bernard McMasters will place a wreath on the McMasters 
Memorial 

A Tribute: Adj/QM LeRoy Dunn- “Remember Me America” 


Tiffany Adams, Post Chaplin - “Old Glory” 


National Anthem: Meg Dowaliby, Warrenton High School 


Gun Salute: Set John Williams, Cpl Larry McGinnes, US Civil War 2nd US Artillery 
Mortar Crew 


Taps: David Kelly, Warrenton High School 


Benediction: Bob Hutson | | . 7 
Commander Jim Fluhrer and the Fort Stevens VFW Post 10580 wishes to give Special Thanks to all Participants, the 


Warrenton, and all organizations involved with the ceremony. We would like to give a very special Thank You 


ity of 
ae ce Commander Lawrence Alexander Dept. of Oregon VFW and all who came out. Hope to see you next year. 
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“Warrenton to ask 
residents if they 
want charter change 
in mayor selection 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Warrenton City 
Commission had a change of heart Tuesday 
night about a recent resolution that would 
allow the citizens to vote for mayor. 

Currently, the five person commission 
votes at the first meeting in January every year 
for who among them should represent the 
city. 

Three votes is all it takes — this year’s 
mayor is Dick Hellberg. 

Hellberg was not in Warrenton for Tues- 
day’s meeting but the commission reversed a 
resolution passed May 22 that would have 
changed the charter with an amendment. 

Now the commission has reconsidered that 

_ change, deciding instead to allow the citi- 
zens of Warrenton to cast an advisory vote as 
to whether they want a charter change or would 
rather keep the city’s leadership the way it is. 

“The previous item, to help clarify, was the 
direction of staff that would basically direct us 
to ‘wing it,’ and try to choose which commis- 
sioner’s position would be given up, and draft 
a charter,” City Manager Kurt Fritsch said. 


6- Al-RWRS ee WARRENTON, Page 6 


Warrenton: Voters to. 
decide in November 


Continued from Page 1 


The way the vote was 
May 22, Fritsch explained, 
the first mayor’s election 
would have been this fall, 
partnered with a vote on 
whether residents wanted an 
elected mayor at all..If the 
voter’s approved it, it would 
have replaced one of the 
newly elected or re-elected 
commissioners who would 
have just taken their seat, 
changing one seat to a two- 
year position once the char- 
ter was amended. 

Now, the commission 
will hold the election in 
2014, giving commission- 
ers and citizens the oppor- 
tunity to run for mayor in an 
empty seat, knowing that 
one of the commission posi- 
tions would not be open, 
but instead held by an elect- 
ed mayor. 

Commissioner Frank 
Orrell was not present for 
the discussion and the vote, 
coming to the meeting a lit- 
tle later because of a work 


obligation, leaving the vote 
up to Vice Chairman and 
acting Mayor Mark Kujala 
and commissioners Mark 
Baldwin and Terry Fergu- 
son. 

Ferguson and Hellberg 
originally voted against 
changing the charter. At the 
time, Hellberg said he was 
tom, but wanted more time 
on the issue so therefore 
tumed it down. 

Ferguson again voted 
against the motion to reverse 
changing the charter. 

Citizens can now vote 
on whether electing a mayor 
is something they want in 
the November election. 

“My only concern was 
that this would delay it and 
we would have to take 
action and follow through 
on an advisory vote. I 
thought maybe if we did it 
all at once, it would ensure 
that it would occur,” Kujala 
said. However, he explained, 
after more thought, gather- 
ing an advisory vote is the 
wiser thing to do. 
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Warrenton mayor holds his nose at ‘gold-plated toilet seat’ 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The 
Warrenton City Commission 
has awarded a bid to finish the 
public restroom project in 
Quincy Robinson Park, replac- 
ing the damaged, bumed out 
facilities that were victims of 
vandalism last year. 

For $91,500, the lone bid- 
der for the project, John Wil- 
son Construction of Ham- 
mond, will be completing the 
project, whose shell was built 
by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and roof and foun- 
dation was paid for by the city 
of Warrenton. 

Wilson will be installing 
the utilities and completing 
electrical and plumbing for a 
project that will total nearly 
$200,000 when it is all said 
and done. 

“We're talking about elec- 
trical and plumbing and fin- 
ishing out a building that was 
already built for us,” Mayor 
Dick Hellberg said at Tues- 
day’s commission meeting. 
“It’s got to be built, I under- 
stand that. I feel like we’re 
being asked to purchase a gold- 
plated toilet seat. I have a hard 
time with it.” 

Hellberg said the cost for 


an “outhouse” is unfair. 

City Manager Kurt Fritsch 
added, “It’s a rather small 
building for a lot of money.” 

But Commissioner Frank 
Orrell had another reason he 
didn’t like the bid. 

“The thing that bothers me 
about this project is that it has 
been the commission’s ulti- 
mate wish that this would be 
ready by ball season this year,” 
he said. “And we’ve been 
assured on a number of occa- 
sions that it would be. And 
we're not even going to award 
to the bid and ball season’s 
already started. And I think 
that’s a crying shame that this 
park has to go without a 
restroom for another ball sea- 
son.” 

City Engineer of Record 
Jim Rankin explained to the 
commission what the project 


Because of an oversight, this story was omitted from 
print editions last week, although it was posted online 


at www.dailyastorian.ciom 


would include and what was 
not included but should per- 
haps be considered in the 
future. 

The commission should 
consider stainless steel toilets 
— for an additional charge of 
$10,500 — and surveillance 
video or automatic timed lock- 
ing doors in the future, Rankin 
explained, given the city’s his- 
tory of vandalism in the pub- 
lic restroom facilities. Last year, 
a fire was set in a garbage can 
inside the restroom that caused 
substantial damage, hence the 
new facilities. 

The commission has also 


been weighing the cost of a 
park host to provide a type of 
security to the area in the 2013- 
14 fiscal year. 

“1 know it’s a big number to 
start the project but put some 
thought into what the costs are 
going to be operating it,” 
Rankin said. “There’s options 
later on if you want to try 
something. But that’s not in 
the basic proposals. And if you 
look at the cost, there’s plumb- 
ing, there’s electrical, there’s 
ventilation and the other items. 
But that’s most of the project’s 
costs right there.” 

Commissioners Mark Bald- 


win, Mark Kujala and Terry 
Ferguson voted in favor of 
awarding the bid. 

“T think what people need to 
understand is this is a certified 
prevailing wage job,” Baldwin 
said. “Unfortunately, we can’t 
set the wages on that as the 
city commission. That’s done 
up a lot higher than us. That is 
70 percent of why the cost is 
what it is.” 

He said the cost would be 
drastically different if private 
contractors were used. 

“Tt’s kind of out of our con- 
trol,” Baldwin said. “I hope 
we don’t make another project 
like this one. I wasn’t totally in 
support of it being handled the 
way it was this time. That 
being said, I feel like we’re 
coming out of it OK. We have 
a building, we have a com- 
mittent to finish it.” 


Orrell and Hellberg voted 
against it. 

Wilson’s original bid came 
in at $95,545 but through con- 
versations with Fritsch and 
Rankin, that bid was reduced to 
fit with the city’s budget. 

Prior to the bid being 
awarded, the commission 
voted, the same 3-2 vote, to 
transfer funds from the city’s 
contingency for the project. 
The city had almost $20,000 
for construction from the Quin- 
cy Robinson Trust. An addi- 
tional $82,000 was transfered 
into the parks budget through 
resolution 2366. 

The city’s contingency for 
parks, fire, police, planning 
and development, administra- 
tion and commission, and 
municipal court is now 
$91,128 left for the remainder 
of the fiscal year. 
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CenturyLink Webmail 
CenturyLink Webmail adcollier@q.con 
+ Font Size - 
Fw: Fourth of July parade 
-o4 SRP Sileeseeieys@ganooom | Sun, Jul 01, 2012 09:36 PM 
Subject : Fw: Fourth of July parade @ 1 attachment 


To : Diane Collier (Grass 
Cc : Nettie- Lee Calog <nicwcl@yahoo.com> 


Reply To : Judy Sivic ye ateecomn> 


= Forwarded Message ----- 

From: Cindy Yingst <warrentonfourthofjuly@gmail.com> 
To: Judy Siviey 

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 2:13 PM 

Subject: Fourth of July parade 


Hi Judy, 

We're looking forward to having you in our parade again! 

I have attached a map so you can see where your staging area is 

On parade day, please have one person check in at Warrenton Grade School before 2:30 and all the other members of your entry can 
meet you on First St. Just fall into line behind any entries that have gotten there before you. You'll be in the parade after the fire trucks, 
emergency vehicles, dignitaries and anyone else ahead of you on First. 

See you then! 

Cindy Yingst 

503-791-3972 (cell) 


Parade Staging Map.pdf 
Pl 4 MB 
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Parade Check-in 


‘ Warrenton 
ie Grade School! 


+. 


Ninth St. 


Harbo, Stree; 


Order of parade 
Police lead car, Color Guard, VFW & other military 
Grand Marshal 
Fire & other emergency vehicles 
Dignitaries. 

Those staged on Alder Ave 
First block of First Street 
Those staged on Alder Court 
Second block of First Street 
Those staged on Birch Avenue 
Third block of First Street 


. Those staged on Birch Court 


Fourth block of First Street 


. Commercial vehicles on Cedar Avenue 


One member of your party must check in at Warrenton Grade School. 
Do not block any road. Emergency vehicles must be able to get through. 
Obey all officials, including “event staff’ wearing green safety vests. 
Be with your entry by 2 p.m. if you want to be included in the judging. 
Parade begins promptly at 3, after the Coast Guard flyover. 

Parade ends at Warrenton Grade School. 


47" OF JULY 
FESTIVITIES 


Fun for the Whole Family 


in Astoria & Warrenton! 


Tuesday, July 3rd 

North Coast Symphonic Band Concert 

“Go Fourth and Celebrate” 

Free Concert at Liberty Theater, 7:30pm - Astoria 


Wednesday, July 4th 
BBQ at the Warrenton Fire Station Noon 
Donations to the Warrenton Volunteer Firefighters Association 


4th of July Parade 3pm 
Theme: ‘Tis the Sea-Sun” 
Route: Warrenton’s Main Street from Post Office to 9th Street 


Liberate the Ales Festival 2pm 
Fort George Brewery Block 
Live Music outdoors, IPA Festival, & More 


Walking Twilight Parade 8pm 
Everyone can participate! 
Astorias Riverwalk from Maritime Museum to Transit Center 


Astoria Fireworks Display Dusk 


over the Columbia River 


ASTORIA\WARRENTON 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
‘Ambassadors 


proud sponsors of the Astoria Fireworks Display 


Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce 


503-325-6311 | www.oldoregon.com 


Photos courtesy of: Columbia Press & Western Display Fireworks 
Donate to the Fireworks Fund at the Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber. 


Ribbon cut on new clinic as Columbia 
_ Memorial crosses Youngs Bay 


i 


sine 


Sidi? the newest Planetree 


. EDWARD STRATTON — The Daily Astorian : 
Ambassadors from the Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce and staff from Columbia Memorial Hospital help ear, nose, throat and cosmetic surgeon Christo- 
pher Nyte cut the ribbon on the CMH Primary Care Clinic at the Warrenton Highlands retail complex. 
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EDWARD STRATTON — The Daily Astorian 


Jamee Meier, who supervises several of Columbia Memorial Hospital’s other depart- 


ments, supervises the new primary care clinic. re, 5% PREQTI eS 


Warrenton is home to extended services 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


ARRENTON — “It was about 
a year ago that we really 
noticed that we had a problem pro- 
viding access to care, particularly to 
Medicaid and Medicare patients,’ 


said CEO Erik Thorsen of Columbia’ 


Memorial Hospital, flanked by med- 
ical staff and a crowd gathered at the 
Warrenton Highlands Saturday. 

“Tt was very difficult for folks to get 
into a provider in town.” 

Clatsop County has other primary care 
providers, one at the Park Medical Building 
* in Astoria and ones operated by Providence 
Medical Group at Seaside Providence, Can- 
non Beach and Youngs Bay Plaza in War- 
renton. CMH became the latest June 10 with 

its Primary Care Clinic in Warrenton. It 


held a grand opening Saturday. 

“If we can provide services in an outpa- 
tient service and preventative health main- 
tenance, that’s what we’re trying to do here, 
making sure people don’t have to go to the 
emergency room,” said Clinical Manager 
Jamee Meier, who has worked for CMH 
nine years. 

“Tf it’s an urgent care, or if it’s something 
they can seek care and maintenance through 
something other than the emergency room, 
that would make sure they have access to our 
emergency room but also increase our access- 
ability for patients in the community.” 

The clinic includes primary care from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 
urgent care seven days a week. Primary care, 
mainly for patients age 16 and up because 
CMH has a pediatric clinic on campus, cov- 
ers lab testing, X-rays, health maintenance, 
annual visits, medication, pain and other 


health management. 

Meier said a big part of the clinic 
is establishing continuity within 
CMH. “Hopefully this will be a place 
that we can then refer back to our spe- 
cialists, so making sure there’s that 
continuity of care within CMH.” 

Thorsen said planning on the clin- 
ic started about a year and a half ago, 
CMH wanting to expand into War- 
renton, across Youngs Bay but still in 
its primary service area. 

Meier, who also manages several 
other departments for CMH, over- 
sees about 10 employees, including a 
primary physician, assistants, radi- 
ology technicians, mid-level urgent 
care providers and customers service 
representatives. 


Preventative care 
Brian Cox, who has more than 30 


| years of experience, came out of retire- 


ment two months ago to join CMH. 
He is the new primary care physician 
at the clinic. 

“I like to prevent patients from 
having coronary artery bypass surgery 
by treating risk factors,” he said. “My 
mantra has been wellness and pre- 
ventative care, so I emphasize that. 
Every patient that comes through the 
door, I want to know do they smoke, 
because if they do, I’m going to try 
my hardest to get them to stop smok- 
ing. 

“If you can do that one thing, 
you’ve achieved something signifi- 
cant, because then you’re at lower risk 
of developing heart disease, lung dis- 
ease, all sorts of chronic diseases.” 

Two customer service representa- 
tives at the front of the clinic help 
patients navigate appointments, insur- 
ance and other financial aspects of 
health care. 


“A lot of primary cares in this area 

don’t take medicare, so this will be 
able to service a lot of that population 
that hadn’t been able to be served 
before,” said Cecelia Haskell, a cus- 
tomer service representative at the 
clinic, adding that the clinic takes 
both Oregon and Washington Medi- 
caid. 
The clinic, she added, participates 
in special arrangements such as the 
Oregon Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Program, which provides free mam- 
mograms. 

The primary care clinic includes 


seven exam rooms, in which Meier 
said the physicians and assistants can 
do anything nonsurgical that doesn’t 
require anesthesia. It employes a bilin- 
gual medical assistant. 

It also houses an X-ray machine 
and two radiology technicians per- 
forming a full array of scans. 

“We can do extremities, chest X- 
rays, abdominal X-rays — we’re real- 
ly not limited,” said Meier. “Where we 
end up needing to use the services at 
the hospital are where we need to get 
into CT (scans), mammography, 
MRI. 

The CMH Primary Care Clinic 
expands to urgent care in August, 
opening seven days a week to minor 
emergencies. 

Currently, there are urgent care 
centers at both CMH and Providence 
Seaside, as well as Northwest Urgent 


Care in Astoria. 

There are two mid-level providers 
overseen by Urgent Care Supervisor 
Dr. Carolyn Marten, who has been a 
physician at CMH for 25 years. She 
started in the emergency room, and 
started managing urgent care part- 
time when the original location on the 

_main campus opened in 2008. 
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Clinic: Idea is for patients to avoid 
emergency room visits 


_ EDWARD STRATTON ~ The Daily Astorian 
Columbia Memorial Hospital CEO Erik Thorsen explains the purpose of its new primary care clinic. Flanking him, from left, are family nurse 
practitioner Curits Gill, physicians assistant Rio McWilliams, urgent care supervisor Dr. Carolyn Marten and Dr. Brian Cox, the primary care 


physician at the new clinic. 


“The truth is, in the emergency 
rooms, they’re designed to take care of 
the sickest people first,” she said. 
“That’s really their priority. So if you 
have a more minor — it’s not neces- 
sarily minor to you — but if you have 
something minor, you may have to 
wait for a long time. 

“We're trying to save them from 
the emergency department experience 
in terms of finances, time spent wait- 
ing in the emergency room. 

‘We think that there is a growing 
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‘My mantra has 
been wellness and 
preventative care, 
so I emphasize 
that.’ 


— Brian Cox 
primary care physician 


need for care in the Warrenton area, 
partly because of tourism in Warren- 
'ton and the summertime crush from 
Fort Stevens,” she said. “Also, it has 
become a hub for people to come and 
‘do their commerce.” 

Marten said urgent care is partial- 
‘ly a way for people without a prima- 
ry physician to get care when they 


need it, adding that insurers often 
prefer the service. It also serves a lot 
of sudden illnesses — respiratory 
issues, ear infections, fevers and bod- 
ily injuries. 

CMH has just received word it 
has been certified as a Planetree hos- 
pital, a designation denoting patient- 
centered hospitals in which individ- 
uals lean more about health care and 
medicine to become active partici- 
pants in their own care and wellbeing. 
Meier said the clinic fits night in with 
that philosophy. 

“Tt’s really nice that they get to stay 
with the same person through their 
entire continuity of care with their 
visit here,” she said. “They actually 
can get their X-ray, their lab draw, 
their vitals, their discharge instructions 
- and if they need a procedure done, 
it’s the same face.” 


Warrenton cleans up rules for 
firing guns within the city limits 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Wondering 
under what conditions you can fire 
off a few rounds near Warrenton? 

The Warrenton City Commis- 
sion, at its Tuesday meeting, voted 
to clarify the language behind “Dis- 
charge of weapons,” the municipal 
code it uses to regulate people fir- 
ing off locally, synthesizing it with 
language from the state law to get 
the following result: 

“No person other than a peace 


weapon that propels a projectile by 
use of gunpowder or other explo- 
sive, jet or rocket propulsion, blow- 
guns, bows and arrows, or cross- 
bows at or in the direction of any 
person, building, structure or vehi- 
cle within the range of the weapon 
without sufficient methods of con- 
tainment of the projectile. 

“This does not preclude the use 
of a weapon on a person’s own 
property, at a firing range approved 
by the Commission, or areas des- 
ignated for duck hunting as long as 
the use of the weapon is in accor- 


166.220 (the Oregon law).” 

Chief Mathew Workman of the 
Warrenton Police Department said 
there hadn’t been any incidents 
exposing the city code, but that 
he’s trying to avoid any possible 
loopholes. He added that there are 
rural areas between Warrenton and 
Hammond, along with areas along 
the Columbia River designated by 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife for duck hunting, but he 
doesn’t want people going deer and 
elk hunting near the cities. 


See WARRENTON, Page 9 


officer shall fire or discharge (a)... dance with this code and ORS : so me 


Warrenton: Food Bank thanks city 


Continued from Page 1 


“Over 20 years in this 
business, I’ve learned that 
you can’t legislate common 
sense,” he said. “We can set 
the parameters to keep peo- 
ple close to that.” 

“Hunting to me is done in 
the woods, not in your back- 
yard,” said Commissioner 
Mark Baldwin. “That’s just 
the way I was raised.” 

The issue regarding the 
language of the 1989 firearm 
ordinance had been discussed 
at several recent Warrenton 
Commission meetings, 
starting in June when com- 
missioners voted for Work- 
man to investigate the 
specifics of the city’s rules in 
comparison with the state 
law. 

The ordinance on the 
books in Warrenton left open 
possibilities for different 
interpretation, where state 
law covered all of the areas 
the city needed to be con- 
cemed with, City Attorney 


Hal Snow advised the com- 
mission previously. 

Commissioner Mark 
Kujala said at Tuesday’s 
meeting the commission has 
probably had more questions 
about the gun discharge ordi- 
nance than any other. 

In other news: 

¢ After receiving two bids 
for a pigging vault project 
near the sanitary sewer pump 
station at the northwest cor- 
ner of Ninth Street and War- 
renton Drive, the City Com- 
mission awarded the project 
to Sandridge Construction 
at a price of $23,670. The 
pigging vault, an internal 
pipe-cleaning process, will 
be needed later this year 
while the city replaces its 
vacuum pumping system 
with a submersible pump- 
ing system. 

¢ The Commission | 
approved Workman apply- | 
ing for a safety belt grant 
from the Oregon Associa- 
tion Chiefs of Police that 


would ,provide_additjpnal £ 


overtime funding for enforce- 
ment of seatbelt and drunk- 
en-driving laws. 

¢ The city received a cer- 
tificate of appreciation for 
its assistance on the Clat- 
sop County Food Bank from 
George Sabol, director of 
Clatsop Community Action, 
and Marlin Martin, its food 
program manager. 

e Henry Balensifer II, 
founder of Warrenton High 
Fisheries, Inc., said his orga- 
nization might have the first 


~ salmon hatched at the War- 


renton High School facility 
that’s made it back to spawn 
in the Skipanon River. 

He said the fishery now 
boasts a 97-percent survival 


rate on eggs that spawn as 
fish there. 

¢ Pat O’Grady, owner of 
Warrenton Auto & Marine 
Repair, asked the commis- 
sion to donate money and 
continue its support of oppo- 
sition to Measure 81, the 
proposed gillnet ban on the 
November ballot. 

Mayor Dick Hellberg said 
the law is not in favor of the 
city giving money to the 
cause or taking a stance on 
Measure 81, although it is 
writing letters concerning 
Gov. John Kitzhaber’s alter- 
nate proposal to end gillnet- 
ting on the mainstem of the 
Columbia River but allow 
it in off-channel areas. 
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Busy summer for cit 


AUGUST 10, 2012 


City of Warrenton Engineer of Re- 
cord Jim Rankin presented a project 
Status report at the July 24 Warrenton 
City Commission meeting. 

_ 1. SE Neptune Street Overlay: 

The asphalt grinding and overlay 
work on the remaining south end of 
SE Neptune is completed. The con- 
tract original price was $51,496.60. 
The final price is $51,094.81. 

2. SW 2nd Street Overlay: 

_ The asphalt grinding and overlay 
_ work on SW 2nd Street, between Main 
and Cedar is completed. The original 
contract price was $104,021.60. 
There was a +$7,324.33 change or- 
der basically to remove a septic tank 
found in the alley behind Main Street 
Market. The final contract price is 
$114,226.54. 

3. SW Ist Street Overlay: 


Above: The Warrenton Community Center receiv 


projects 


ROTA IT ag 


eda new coat of paint and structural 


The asphalt overlay of SW 1st repairs. Below: Quincy Robinson Park restrooms near completion. 


Street between Alder and Birch Court 

has been completed, except for the final payment. The original 
price was $27,922. The final contract price will be about $28,000. 
4. Minor Remodel of the Visitor’s Information Building: 

The remodel of the Chamber of Commerce Visitor building 
is completed. The existing patio area was enclosed with glass 
and then re-roofed. The original contract price was $17,340.75. 
There was a change order to remove the new walls out about 18 
inches, revising the framing, and for some additional painting 
for +$1,080. The final cost is $18,420.75. 

5. Community Center Building: 

Construction work has found several areas of rot, due to rain- 
water. The problem appears to be an original construction issue, 
where the building paper and flashing was improperly installed. 
The original contract price was $19,752.34. The first change 
order included three new windows and rot repair on the south, 


west and north walls for +$7,277.34. Another +$3,000 will be 
spent for rot repair on the west wall, $2,500 to replace the small 
structure covering the compressors on the south wall with a taller 
and more typical looking structure. The smaller shed covering 
has been an easy access point for kids to climb up onto the roof 
of the main building. And, another +$600 will be spent to replace 
the siding and ceiling at the front door entry. Wadsworth Electric 
will be donating their services to replace the exterior lights with 
more efficient lighting. The final construction cost may be around 
$33,000 to $35,000. 

6. Quincy Robinson Restroom: 

The original construction contract price is $95,544.85. The 
first change order included a reduction in price of -$4,660 for im- 
mediate changes in materials and eliminated some of the required 
work. Since that time there have been a few issues regarding 
the incorrectly installed roof drainage and the metal doors. And, 
I have made some small changes to the electrical and lighting 
requirements. The glass block window plan was revised, the 
windows are now completed. The requirement for painting has 
been revised and the contractor will start priming and painting 
right away. The City is working on a security camera system. I 
am unable to estimate the final cost at this time. 

Summary — Upcoming Projects 
7. NW 9th Street/NWWD Pump Station: 

I have prepared plans for the installation of a “pig-launching” 
vault. The estimated cost is $15,000 to $20,000. Initially, the 
“pig-launcher” would be used to clean the 4,500-feet of 8-inch 


Continued on page 8 
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Busy summer for City of Warrenton projects continued trom page’ 


pressure line. Then, we would make 
some tests to determine the overall 
friction factor of the long run of pipe, 
which would then provide the means 
to determine the most efficient size 
of the future pumps. Eventually, 
when the pump upgrades are be- 
ing made, the “pig-launcher” will 
be used to bypass the pump station 
while it is out of service. And, the 
“pig-launcher” can be used during 
pump failures and power outages 


with the use of the trailer mounted 
pumps. The work will be completed 
this summer. 

8. North Main Street Drainage: 

I have a report prepared for the 
City Commission to consider that 
will include the construction of a 
new 24-inch storm drain to cross 
the North Main intersection between 
NW Ist Street and NE Ist Street, 
allowing stormwater to easily drain 
toward the Skipanon River. The 


estimated cost of this initial work is 
$60,000 to $75,000. I am preparing 
another report for the City Commis- 
sion meeting in August regarding 
upgrades to the stormwater pump 
station at NE Ist/NE Skipanon Drive 
intersection. The city has $300,000 
set aside from Urban Renewal Funds 
to complete the storm drain pipe 
work and the pump station improve- 
ments. 

9. SW 9th Street: 

I have prepared plans and a report 
to the City Commission recommend- 
ing that we begin construction of the 
initial phase of improvements for 
an estimated cost of $90,000, which 
will include widening the road from 
20-feet to 29-feet. The final phase 
of improvements will include an 
asphalt overlay over the entire sec- 
tion for an estimated cost of $95,000. 

I estimate that it will take three 
months to go through the advertising, 
award, and then construct the project. 
If we begin this project right away, it 
is possible that the asphalt paving on 
the new shoulders would not occur 
until the end of October. If winter 
comes early and it is not possible to 
complete the asphalt paving, then 
we could be faced with an unsafe 
situation for several months. There- 
fore, | am recommending that the 
City not advertise for Phase-1 bids 
until Feb. 2012 with a completion 


date scheduled in May 2013. Then 
advertise for Phase-2 in May 2013 
with a completion date in July 2013. 
The city has budgeted $110,000 for 
this fiscal year for this project. 

10. Asphalt Overlay of Streets in 
Hammond: 

I hope to have a report ready 
for the first commission meeting in 
August regarding asphalt overlay of 
5th and 6th Streets between Iredale 
and Jetty, and Iredale Street between 
5th and 6th Street. Future asphalt 
paving work in Hammond has been 
hampered by the existing shallow 


transite waterlines and old shallow 
water services. Public Works has re- 
ported that they have replaced the old 
water services on these streets; the 
water mains have not been replaced. 
The street overlay work could be 
undertaken either this year or early 
next construction year. 

11. SW Main Court Project: 

I hope to have a report ready in 
August that will provide a plan to 
upgrade the stormdrain and the water 
main on SW Main Court, and then 
make some basic street improve- 
ments. 


¢ ommission er Henry Balensifer’s trip to nation’s capital termed “yery producti ve” 


By Gary Nevan 

Calling his recent self-fund- 
ed trip to Washington D.C. 
“very productive,’ Warrenton 
City Commissioner Henry 
Balensifer met with Oregon 
State Senators’ senior staff 
members to discuss issues vital 
to his hometown. 

Balensifer was in the na- 
tion’s capital from April 11-16 
where he had discussions 
with the staff for Senator Ron 
Wyden and Senator Jeff Merk- 
ley. He paid for the trip himself 


City Commisioner 
Henry Balensifer 
| with no city funding. 
“Both offices were very accommodating,” he said. “I found 
Senator Merkley’s staff to be extremely on the ball regarding 
the issues in our area.” 
Balensifer said he took the trip to establish relationships 
with Oregon state politicians. 


“T feel it’s important that Warrenton increase its presence 
with our state and federal legislatures,” he explained. “It re- 
ally helps when you ask for things such as grants if you have 
first established relationships and gotten to know the staff 
members.” 

Issues that Balensifer discussed with the senators’ staff 
members included levy issues in Warrenton and the Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA). The bill, currently 
under consideration in the Senate, provides for a framework 
to keep waterways open, Balensifer said. 

“The bill would double the funding for projects ($1.5 bil- 
lion) like dredging work,” he said. “We have a serious issue 
at the mouth of the Skipanon River. Pacific Coast Seafoods 
has told the commission that large boats can’t make it to 
the dock during low tides. That’s a problem. They are a big 
employer in our area and we need to get a better handle on 
dredging issues.” 

The highlight of Balensifer’s trip was while meeting with 
Merkley’s staff, he successfully helped lobby for a clause to 
be inserted into the WRDA bill that would classify the Ham- 
mond Marina as a Federal Asset, meaning ownership would 


The City of Warrenton is now accepting credit card payments for 


utility bills online! 


We are excited to bring this new service to our 


customers and encourage you to take advantage of this new payment 


option. 


Customers will now have the ability to make payments online using a 
credit card or electronic check at WWW.Ci.warrenton.or.us. Go to 
the Utility Billing page and click on the link. Online payments offer: 


Instant posting of your utility payment 
Convenient, paperless statements via email 


Ability to view bills online 
24/7 account access 


Reduced bill paying time and money on stamps 


If you have questions, please contact us at 503-861-2233. 


transfer to the City of Warrenton. The Army of Corps of En- 
gineers currently owns the property and leases it to the City. 
Warrenton has been trying to gain ownership of the marina 
property for many years. 

“] was assured the clause would be in the bill which comes 
up for a vote in May,” he said. “The City has a Master Plan 
for the Hammond Marina but we haven’t been able to use it 
because the property is owned by the Corps. If the City of 
Warrenton owns the property, it opens up all kinds of pos- 
sibilities for us.” 

While visiting the Capitol building, Balensifer said he was 
struck by the high level of security. 

“There were armed guards everywhere and they had rifles,” 
he said. “There were metal detectors at every entrance. We 
don’t realize how open Oregon is. It’s a different world back 
there.” 

“My trip was very productive, very fruitful and showed 
promise,” he said. “I’d like to praise both Senator Wyden 
and Senator Merkley for all of their hard work for the state, 
especially Senator Merkley’s staff who really were interested 
in what’s happening in our area.” 45s 3. Zoi Ss 


Warrenton voters 


to decide on 
library levy, 
electing mayor 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Two items on the 


ballot for the city of Warrenton this election | 
will make a difference in the city, whether | 


passed or not. 

Measure 4-160 seeks to fund the city’s 
library for the next five years at 9.5 cents on 
$1,000 of assessed value. 

That’s $9.50 for a $100,000 home, 
unchanged from previous years. 

If the measure passes, the library can 


continue. If it fails, the library, located on | 
Pacific Drive in Hammond, will be forced | 


to close its doors, leaders have said, at the 
end of the city’s fiscal year, July 1. 

In August, when plans for the levy were 
approved by the commission to appear on 
the ballot, Friends of the Warrenton Com- 
munity Library President Jan Gannaway 
said it was the fifth time the levy has gone 
to the voters. 

‘Each time we worry ourselves into a 
comer, and each time we’ve made it through, 


seas #X™ See WARRENTON, Page 3 


Warrenton: Mayor 
talks of transparency 


Continued from Page 1 


so we're just hoping and pray- 
ing this continues for us,” 
Gannaway said in August. 

The second item, Measure 
4-161, will allow voters to 
decide whether they want to 
elect a mayor. If it passes, that 
mayor will be elected in 2014. 

Currently, the Warrenton 
City Commission is made up 
of five community members. 
The five elect one among them 
to serve as mayor for the year, 
starting in January. Currently, 
Dick Hellberg is the city’s 
mayor. Last year, it was Mark 
Kujala. 

If the measure is passed, 
the city can change its charter 
to allow for a mayoral elec- 
tion. 

Three of the city commis- 
sion seats are up for election. 

Each candidate, including 
incumbent Kujala, has voiced 
support for that measure dur- 
ing their campaign. 

Meanwhile, at Tuesday 
night’s City Commission 
meeting, Hellberg took issue 
with one thing repeated during 
the candidate campaigns for 


the City Commission — trans- 
parency. 

Several candidates have 
brought up transparency as an 


The mayor explained that 
sometimes decisions take time 
for the staff to do the work to 
get to a point where the com- 


‘It kind of was insulting to me 
to see that we were looking 


nontransparent. 


— Dick Hellberg 


Warrenton mayor 
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issue they would like to 
address. 

“IT don’t know whether that 
was inferring that we were 
doing things behind doors, I 
assure you we’re not,” Hell- 
berg said. “It really bothered 
me because I hear this non- 
transparency stuff in govern- 
ment. And I’m just as guilty 
of it, of (judging) the higher 
up, the federal and state gov- 
erment. ... I feel that we do 
everything we can to be open 
in the public. And it kind of 
was insulting to me to see 
that we were looking non- 
transparent.” 


mission can vote. An issue 
can be brought up, he said, 
discussed for hours, and then 
passed to staff to do the work. 

Four months might go by 
before a vote is taken without 
a lot of discussion that may 
lead people to believe the dis- 
cussion has taken place pri- 
vately. He then said that peo- 
ple who do not come to com- 
mission meetings regularly 
and do not follow the city’s 
actions may be confused by 
those decisions. 

He assured the audience 
that the commission follows 
the Oregon ethics laws. 


NOVEMBER 16, 2012 
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Second annual Community 
Day of Thanks planned for 
Thursday, November 22 


The second annual Community Day of Thanks is planned 
for Thursday, November 22 (Thanksgiving Day) from 1-5 
p.m. at the Warrenton Community Center. 

The dinner is open to the public and is offered free of 
charge to anyone who wishes to come and join together with 
the community on this day of thanks. 

The dinner is sponsored by Thankful Hearts, a group of 
local families who have come together to cook, serve and 
bless their community on Thanksgiving Day. 

Vern and Lisa Lamping, Dianne and Carl Burkhart, and 
Kellie and Mike Rieck thought up the idea for a community 
Thanksgiving dinner last year after a discussion about feed- 
ing the homeless. 

One of the organizers, Lisa Lamping, said the first dinner 
last year was attended by over 300 people. 

“Even though the weather was terrible, it was still well 
attended and everyone had a great time,” Lamping said. 

“The food was great, the volunteers were great and we want 
to continue to tradition.” 

Hot meals will be provided for the Warrenton Senior Lun- 
cheon Meals-On-Wheels program which will be delivered by 
Barb Balensifer and Diane Collier. 


CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING WITH US! 


IND ANNUAL 
U Connanity Day Of Potkad? 


Sponsored by i 
* Thankful Learts 
A group of local families who have come 
cook conve and bess their commurity on Thanksgiving day’ 


i i i te who te come 
This diay fs open tthe public nd offered FRG ay as Lng 22 te food tests 
Bring your family and friends and join us for a day of feed. fun. and friendship | 


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A FOOD oR CASH DONATION, 
PLEASE CALL DIANNE BURKHART 503-861-1355, ie 
Kee RIECK 503-325-2720 OR LISA LamPiING 503-338-08 


Any food left over will be donated to the Clatsop County 
Food Bank, Lamping said. 


“It’s a good way for people who may not have any relatives 


in the area or are alone on Thanksgiving to come and be with 
friends,” she added. 
“If you want to see your relatives, come see us! 
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Warrenton amends code 
to revamp permit order 


Officials say wetlands process for developers will be smoother 


By CHELSEA GORROW 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — After the 
permit approval for a Walmart 
store in Warrenton was ap- 
pealed and overturned by the 
state Land Use Board of Ap- 
peals, the city is in the process 
of revamping its requirements 
for wetland permits. 

The store’s application was 
appealed in three areas earlier 
this year. One of which was 
the wetland permit which city 
code requires be issued by the 
state before the application is 
turned in. 

That was not done in the 
case of the superstore, which 
was one of the reasons mem- 
bers of an opponents group, 
Clatsop Residents Against 
Walmart, won their appeal. 
(The others dealt with bike rack 
requirements and the position 
of the loading docks. Walmart 
later returned to the city with a 
revised application which was 
approved.) 

“The wetland code present- 
ly requires that a Department 
of State Lands removal and fill 
permit be included in a package 
for a development permit at the 
city level for the city application 
to be deemed complete. And 
we found this out with one of 
the items in the Walmart deal,” 


Community Development Di- 
rector Skip Urling said. “My 
experience has been requiring 
this fill permit at the city level 
is kind of out of suit because it 
requires the state agency to act 
before the local agencies have 
taken any action.” 

The Warrenton City Com- 
mission held a public hearing 
on the issue Tuesday night. No 
public comment was received 
during the hearing and the 
commission approved the first 
reading of the amendment to 
the wetland area development 
code. 

Urling said the change to 
the process will not change 
the protection of the wetlands, 
but rather change the order of 
events. 

“Tt’s not going to change any 
of the regulations, it’s not going 
to change any protection mea- 
sures, it’s just going to change 
the sequence of events,” Urling 
said. “Before somebody gets 
a construction permit, or any- 
thing like that, it would require 
one. But it wouldn’t require it 
for a land-use application.” 

He said it will be better for 
developers and will speed up 
their process, as well. 

Walmart executives have 
not given a timeline for the de- 
velopment of its project on U.S. 
Highway 101 near Costco. The 


project was approved by the 
Warrenton Planning Commis- 
sion nearly one year ago, but 
was appealed to LUBA later 
that year. Luba issued its ruling 
this spring, and Walmart reap- 
plied over the summer to the 
City Commission. 

The newly revised project 
— which concedes to install 68 
bike stalls in the front of the 
store, as well as a side load- 
ing dock — was approved. The 
deadline for appeal has passed. 

In other city commission 
news: 

¢ The city’s Tansy Point 
property was appraised at $3.8 
million. City Manager Kurt 
Fritsch said no offers are on the 
table, while Mayor Mark Ku- 
jala restated that the city is not 
in negotiations with anyone. 
However, Fritsch said he fully 
expects to receive an offer on 


the property. 


* The Warrenton Business 
Association presented a Com- 
munity Pride award to Marc 
Silva of Wauna Federal Credit 
Union for its new building on 
U.S. Highway 101 near Ensign 
Lane. The residential recipi- 
ents, the Soukkalas, for their 
home on Southeast 12th Street, 


were not present at the meeting. | 


* Commissioner Henry Bal- 
ensifer said he will be returning 
to Washington, D.C., later this 
month and offered to bring any 


commissioner concerns with | 


him to the nation’s capital. 

* The commission approved 
sending a letter to the Legis- 
lature and state Sen. Betsy 
Johnson as discussed at the 
last commission meeting Oct. 
18. The letter addresses the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment flood maps for the city 
of Warrenton and the levee 
certification process. 


Bonamici brings tsunami 
cleanup to top of list 


TED SHORACK — The Daily Astorian 
Astoria City Councilwoman Karen Mellin, center, and County Manager Scott Somers look on as U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici talks about 
cleaning up tsunami debris during a roundtable discussion Monday at the Clatsop Community College Columbia Hall building. 


US. representative holds town hall meetings 


co 


Bi TED SHORACK — The Daily Astorian 
U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, D-Ore., speaks to the audience at the Warrenton Commu- 


nity Center Monday during a town hall meeting about education, immigration reform and 
federal cuts resulting from sequestration. Hf 


By TED SHORACK 
The Daily Astorian 


During her visit to the North 
Coast Monday, U.S. Rep. 
Suzanne Bonamici (D-Ore.) said 
that the economy is the key to the 
local community’s future. 

“The top priority is what’s the 
best way to build the economy,” 
she said. “That includes a quali- 
ty education, removing barriers 
that are impeding business devel- 
opment, investing in infrastruc- 
ture and solving our fiscal 
issues.” 

Bonamici held a town hall 
meeting in Seaside Monday 
morning and another in Warren- 
ton later that day. 

Between meetings with con- 
stituents, she announced two leg- 
islative approaches to tsunami 
debris removal during a 
roundtable discussion held at 
Clatsop Community College 
with local city and county offi- 
cials as well as other stakehold- 
ers. 
The two approaches don’t 
require additional government 
funding. The bills would retroac- 
tively utilize a $5 million dona- 
tion by the Government of Japan 
to the United States and simpli- 
fy the awarding of grants for 
debris cleanup operations. 


Tsunami debris 
roundtable 


building, Bonamici announced 
two bills. Stakeholders gave an 
update on the progress of removal 
operations as well as improve- 
ments to distrubution of infor- 
mation and disposal. 

Bonamici said she plans to 
introduce the Tsunami Debris 
Cleanup Reimbursement Act, 
which will allow the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration to reimburse 
organizations that have removed 
tsunami debris from the state’s 
coastline. 

In December 2012, to help 
deal with the cost of disposing of 
tsunami debris from coastal areas, 
the Japanese government gave the 
United States $5 million to 
address the issue. 

Under current law, the money 
can’t be used on projects that 
have already been completed. 

Bonamici also announced to 
the group she would be reintro- 
ducing the Marine Debris Emer- 
gency Act, a bipartisan piece of 
legislation that aims to speed up 
the awarding of grants for debris 
removal. 

The bill would shorten the 
process considerably. The current 
funding process involves a more 
than six-month wait from when 
the applications are due to when 
the funds are disbursed. The leg- 
islation would create a 60-day 
period from when an application 
is turned in to when it is decid- 


TED SHORACK -— The Daily Astorian 


U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, D-Ore., listens to a question from 
At the roundtable discussion the audience during a town hall meeting Monday at the Warrenton 
held in CCC’s Columbia Hall See BONAMICI, Page 12 Community Center. 4-2: LOI3s “DA 


ed on and money is awarded. 


town hall meet- 


TED SHORACK — The Daily Astorian 
jala shakes U.S. Rep. Suzanne 
Community Center. 


J 


Warrenton Mayor Mark Ku 
Bonamici's hand after intro 


ducing her ata 


ing Monday at the Warrenton 


“We think these two 
approaches are really going to 
be helpful,” Bonamici said. 

She said they came up with 
the two bills from talking to 
people and being aware of what 
could get through Congress. 

“These two pieces of legis- 
lation I believe will really make 
a difference in expediting fund- 
ing to help local communi- 
ties,” she said. 

The group in attendance 
included representatives from 

the U.S. Coast Guard, Oregon | 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the Oregon Parks and | 
Recreation Department, local | 
city and county Officials and | 
nonprofit stakeholders. Many 
made up Gov. John Kitzhaber’s 
tsunami debris task force. 

Updates on the recent influx 
of Japanese boats arriving dur- 
ing the month of February and 
general removal efforts were 
shared among the attendees. 

Briana Goodwin, who is 

part of the Oregon Marine 
Debris Team, a coalition of 
nongovernment organizations 
working on coast debris 
removal, said since January 
2012, approximately 10,000 
volunteer hours have been spent 
cleaning up debris. She also 
said by the groups’ estimate, 
88,300 pounds of debris have | 
been hauled away. 

Steve Rumrill, a biologist 
with ODFW and member of 
the governor’s debris task force, 
said that the agency is working 
closely with the other organi- 
zations involved because of the 
threats non-native species pose. 

“As soon as we get any 
advanced warning of a vessel 
found on the beach, we act on 
that very quickly,” Rumrill 
said. 

He said that almost once a 
week in February, commercial 
Japanese boats measuring more 
than 20 feet were washing 
ashore in Oregon. 

“Those vessels do have 


non-native species on them, 


so in our risk assessment we’ve 
been classifying them as mod- 
erate risk,” he said. 

The 66-foot dock that 
washed ashore at Agate Beach 
in June was considered a very 
high risk potential for non- 
native species. Members of the 
group remarked how fortunate 
it was that the dock was in an 
accessible area, compared to 
the dock that washed ashore 
near Grays Harbor in Wash- 
ington, which had to be hauled 
out by helicopter. 

The group reported a preva- 
lence of foam found along the 
Oregon coastline in the last 
year. Goodwin said that the 
large increase is from home 
insulation or Styrofoam. 

The group also discussed 
the ordering and distribution 
of cleanup bags to rural coun- 
ty residents and visitors to the 
coast as well as brochures to be 
used for informing those seek- 
ing to participate in cleanup 
efforts. 

Goodwin praised Oregon’s 
2-1-1 number for reporting 
debris and related hazardous 


material on the beach. 

“The response has been real- 
ly amazing,” she said. “If you 
call 2-1-1, they know who to 
direct you to ... you can call for 
marine debris and they’Il con- 
nect you to the appropriate per- 
son.” 

Bonamici told the group 
that she would like to get the 
two pieces of legislation going 
soon and said that any sug- 
gestions were welcome from 
them to improve the legisla- 
tion. 


Town hall in Warrenton 
At the town hall held at the 
Warrenton Community Center, 
questions raised by con- 
stituents focused on recent 
automatic spending cuts, edu- 
cation, the economy and 
immigration reform. 

“IT don’t think anybody 
debates we need to find some 
places where we need to cut 
spending,” Bonamici said, 
“but the across-the-board cuts 
are the wrong way to do it.” 

Bonamici made it clear that 
she was not part of Congress 


when the decision was made to 
institute sequestration, and she 
said she doesn’t support it and 
the cuts that it imposes on 
programs like Head Start or 
job training. 

“The thing that’s so bad 
about across-the-board cuts is 
that there isn’t any discretion,” 
she said. “We should have 
avoided them to begin with.” | 

Many questioners asked 
about the level of education at 
area schools and lamented 
looming budget cuts attribut- _ 
ed to reforms of the Public 
Employee Retirement System. | 
Bonamici said that education | 
is something she passionately | 
cares about and worked on in 
the Oregon Legislature. But 
she said that the state has faced 
a lot of funding challenges. 

‘Tm hoping that the Ore- 
gon Legislature can increase 
the K-12 budget,” she said. 
“‘T’m hoping that when I’m 
back in Washington D.C., I’m | 
able to fight the cuts to Head 
Start.” 

She said that even though 
schools are primarily funded 


through state dollars, federal 
money helps out, too. 
Bonamici told the group that 
in Congress, the number one 
issue right now is figuring out 
how to rebuild the economy. 
“It’s the key to so much,” 
she said, adding that she’s sup- 
ported more access to capital 
for small businesses and 
investment in infrastructure, 
Bonamici was also asked 
about immigration reform, 
which seems to be on many 
national politicians’ agendas. 
“At the federal level, we are 
debating comprehensive immi- 
gration reform,” she said. “That 
is something that is right at the 


_ top of the list of things that 


might actually get through this 
Congress.” 


Constituents remarked on 
Congress voting according to 
their biggest campaign con- 
tributors and the problems that 
donations can potentially 
cause. 

“I can’t speak for my col- 
leagues, but I know I have 
never, ever made a decision 
about how to vote based on 
who gave me how much 
money,” Bonamici said, and 
added that she never will. She 
told attendees that she makes 
her decisions based on what | 
is best for constituents and | 
which is the best policy. | 
__ The town hall meeting also | 
included discussion of bills to 
regulate banks, anti- corruption 
and grants for health and 
human services. 


3 


By TED SHORACK 
The Daily Astorian 


During her visit to the North 
Coast Monday, U.S. Rep. 
Suzanne Bonamici (D-Ore.) said 
that the economy is the key to the 
local community’s future. 

“The top priority is what’s the 
best way to build the economy,” 
she said. “That includes a quali- 
ty education, removing barriers 
that are impeding business devel- 
opment, investing in infrastruc- 
ture and solving our fiscal 
issues.” 

Bonamici held a town hall 
meeting in Seaside Monday 
morning and another in Warren- 
ton later that day. 

Between meetings with con- 
stituents, she announced two leg- 
islative approaches to tsunami 
debris removal during a 
roundtable discussion held at 
Clatsop Community College 
with local city and county offi- 
cials as well as other stakehold- 
ers. 

The two approaches don’t 
require additional government 
funding. The bills would retroac- 
tively utilize a $5 million dona- 
tion by the Government of Japan 
to the United States and simpli- 
fy the awarding of grants for 
debris cleanup operations. 


Tsunami debris 


roundtable 


At the roundtable discussion 
held in CCC’s Columbia Hall 


building, Bonamici announced 
two bills. Stakeholders gave an 
update on the progress of removal 
operations as well as improve- 
ments to distrubution of infor- 
mation and disposal. 

Bonamici said she plans to 
introduce the Tsunami Debris 
Cleanup Reimbursement Act, 
which will allow the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration to reimburse 
organizations that have removed 
tsunami debris from the state’s 
coastline. 

In December 2012, to help 
deal with the cost of disposing of 
tsunami debris from coastal areas, 
the Japanese government gave the 
United States $5 million to 
address the issue. 

Under current law, the money 
can’t be used on projects that 
have already been completed. 

Bonamici also announced to 
the group she would be reintro- 
ducing the Marine Debris Emer- 
gency Act, a bipartisan piece of 
legislation that aims to speed up 
the awarding of grants for debris 
removal. 

The bill would shorten the 
process considerably. The current 
funding process involves a more 
than six-month wait from when 
the applications are due to when 
the funds are disbursed. The leg- 
islation would create a 60-day 
period from when an application 
is turned in to when it is decid- 
ed on and money is awarded. 


See BONAMICTI, Page 12 
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U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, D-Ore., listens to a question from 
the audience during a town hall meeting Monday at the Warrenton 


Community Center. YR: AFlB DA 
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Warrenton Mayor Mark Kujala shakes U.S. Rep. Suzanne 
i's hand after introducing her at a town hall meet- 


ing Monday at the Warrenton Community Center. 


Bonamic 
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itor Mendenhall took this photo after the strange late August wind storm last Saturday. This tree, located — 
south ince to Warrenton off Highway 101, toppled after wind gusts of over 50 miles per hour swept 
nerous power lines went down, keeping the Warrenton Fire Department busy throughout the day. 


July police stats show decrease in most categories 


July Statistics (% changes are compared to 2015) 
2012 
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Category 2015 2014 %Chg 
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Traffic Events | 


DUII Calls 
Traffic Accidents | 
Property Crimes| 74 
_ Disturbances 
- Drug/Narcotics Calls | _ 
_ Animal Complaints 
Officer O.T. | 
Reserve Hours 


Warrenton zone change could spur development 


New apartments 
are possible 


By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — A 
19-acre wedge of residen- 
tial properties between U.S. 
Highway 101 and Spur 104 
in Warrenton is now open for 
commercial development. 

The City Commission 
approved a zone change for 
the area in a 4-1 vote Tues- 
day night. The change will 
allow for the development of 
high-density housing, such 
as apartments, as well as 
office and business projects. 

Mayor Henry  Balen- 
sifer voted against the 
change because of con- 
cerns about what develop- 


ment could mean for traffic. 
The properties are near the 
city’s busy shopping area of 
Ensign Lane that includes 
Home Depot and other big 
box stores where residents 
already complain about traf- 
fic congestion. 

Balensifer was also con- 
cerned about a lack of plan- 
ning for what kind of devel- 
opment and design would 
be encouraged. He hoped, 
at least, that the commission 
would ask property own- 
ers to create some kind of 
master plan to guide future 
development decisions. He 
wondered if the reclassifica- 
tion of the existing residen- 
tial zoning to commercial 
mixed use was too broad. 

Official discussion of the 
Spur 104 zone change began 
in earnest last summer. But | 
the move was delayed, first | 


to amend an initial traffic 
impact study to incorporate 
concerns from the Oregon 
Department of Transporta- 
tion, and then tabled until 
the city’s new ‘Transpor- 
tation System Plan was 
adopted. 

Proponents of the zone 
change, including Planning 
Commissioner Ken Yuill, 
who estimates he owns 20 
percent of the property in 
the area, said the commis- 
sion needed to move for- 
ward. Businesses that had 
been interested in build- 
ing at Spur 104 last summer 
moved on after the issue was 


tabled, Yuill said. 

Many of the lots avail- 
able for new development 
are smaller and will not be 
available to big box stores 
that could draw more traf- 
fic, Yuill added. The appli- 
cations that do come in will 
all likely have to go through 
a public vetting process in 
front of the Planning Com- 
mission, he said. 

But for Balensifer, who 
wants the commission to 
consider ways to encourage 
livability in Warrenton, “just 
because the carrot is dan- 
gled doesn’t mean we have 


to bite it.” 1 3-GoFr | 
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